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The fastest-firing, most effective 
combat pistol in the world now 
comes in .380 caliber. 


HK P7 pistols can be drawn, cocked, and fired accurately faster 
than any other pistol. The unique cocking lever allows you to carry 
the P7 safely with a round in the chamber, yet it is instantly ready to 
fire with only the natural tightening of your fmgers around the grip. 
That means time saved when you have to use your pistol. And time 
saved could mean lives saved. 

Now the P7 is made in a 
potent .380 caliber — the P7K3. 
A sealed hydraulic buffer gives 
the P7K3 less felt recoil than any 
other handgun in its class. And 
the P7K3 can easily be converted 
to fire .22LR ammunition with an 
accessory kit. 

es a fixed, polygonal barrel, 
a prerequisite for accuracy in pistols. 



Like all P7 pistols, the P7K3 


The P7K3 has a constant uniform trigger pull on all rounds 
fired. No heavy first-shot trigger pull like a double-action pistol. 
No change in trigger pull between your critical first and second 
shots. And the simple three-dot sighting system makes aiming 
almost instinctive. All this means real, practical accuracy. 
Accuracy that could really count. 

At Heckler & Koch, form follows function. HK pistols are 
designed to meet the operational requirements of demanding 
users, not the cosmetic expectations of traditionalists. The 
choice is clear. You can use an ordinary handgun. Or you can 
own the most uncompromising pistol in the world. The P7K3. 
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'Wf COMMAND GUIDANCE 

/ \ : y by Robert K. Brown 

Gun Grab ’89 

O NCE you get beyond the smokescreen of shrill hysteria cloaking 
the great gun grab of 1989, you find something else: lies. 

Gun control advocates have always played fast and loose with the 
facts, but the present attack on gun ownership rests on a framework of 
deceit distortion, and outright falsehood that is unprecedented. 
Consider 

• Gun control advocates say their quarrel is only with 
military-style assault rifles. That is a lie on its face. The truth is 
that the legislation they have introduced — and in some cases 
passed — would ban all semiautomatic rifles with detachable 
magazines, between 20 and 30 million firearms. On page 12 of 
this issue is a list of some 270 different types of firearms that 
would be either confiscated outright or whose future sale would be 
banned under bills introduced in the Congress by Representative 
Howard Berman (D-Calif.) and Howard Metzenbaum (D-Ohio). 
Regardless of what gun grabbers may say, the actual taws they are 
sponsoring would deny Americans the right to own modem arms. 

• Gun control advocates say the only purpose of military-style 
assault rifles is to kill people. That too is a bald-faced lie, as 
demonstrated by the fact that the vast majority of millions of 
Americans who own military-style semiautomatic rifles use them for 
hunting or sporting purposes. It is certainly true that firearms such as 
the AK and the AR-15, to say nothing of the Ml Carbine, were 
originally designed as weapons of war, but that is true of many if not 
most other firearms. If military origins make a firearm illegitimate, the 
gun grab of 1989 will soon extend to the tens of millions of 
bolt-action hunting rifles that trace their origin to the German Mauser 
and British Lee Enfield and automatic pistols whose lineage includes 
the M1911A1 .45. 

• Gun control advocates claim that military-style assault rifles 
should be banned because they are the preferred weapon of 
criminals. In point of fact that is untrue — the vast majority of 
violent crimes are still committed with handguns — but it is also 
beside the point. The truth is that the vast majority of people who 
own the weapons gun grabbers would outlaw are neither 
psychopaths nor criminals and to intimate otherwise — as gun 
control advocates are doing — is no less than group libel. 

• Gun control advocates claim that the right to keep and bear 
arms embodied in the Second Amendment is in reality a collective 
right, one that can legitimately be exercised only through 
membership in an official military force. That is most emphatically 
not the view of the founders of the republic, nor, self-evidently, of 
the tens of millions of Americans who own firearms. Ironically, 
when the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the Firearms Act of 1934, 
which banned the ownership of sawed-off shotguns, it did so on the 
grounds (which happened to be factually incorrect) that there were 
no military uses for them. The implication of the decision is that 
firearms that do have legitimate military uses are constitutionally 
protected. If military-style assault rifles don’t meet that test, what 
does? 

Americans were given the right to keep and bear arms because 
the founders of the country did not believe government should have 
a monopoly on the instruments of coercive force. Those who would 
ban guns rob Americans of the liberty as surely as if they banned 
free speech. And that is the truth. ^ 
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DEEP COVER 

Police Intelligence Operations 

by Burt Rapp 

The undercover police officer moves in a shadowy world of informers, crime lords, drug 
traffickers, corrupt officials and petty hoodlums. The fragmentation of American policing 
has given criminals unprecedented opportunities to pursue their activities undetected or 
unpunished. Undercover police agents provide effective countermeasures by patching 
together a network of sources and tips that assist officers throughout the force. This 
up-to-date guide covers staffing and securing an intelligence unit; record keeping; civil 
rights issues; informers, informants and other sources; building trust; and occupational 
hazards such as officer exposure, corruption and political manipulation. Learn all about 
one of the least understood — and most important — aspects of modern police work. 
5V2 x 8V£, softcover, 136 pp. $14.00 


WINNING WITH 
AMERICAN 
KATA 



WINNING WITH AMERICAN KATA 
The New Breed of Competitors 

by Loren W. Christensen 
Find out about the dynamic new 
kata style that is sweeping the com¬ 
petitions with its realistic approach 
to creating new forms. This guide, 
written by a kata champion, will help 
you develop your own form, train 
hard, psych yourself up . . . and 
win! 5'A x 8 ’/>, softcover, photos, 
136 pp. $14.00 



SURVIVAL 

A Manual That Could Save Your Life 

by Chris and Gretchen fanowsky 
Life-saving first-aid and wilderness 
medical care, water procurement, 
improvised survival tools and weap¬ 
ons — having this book in any emer¬ 
gency could mean the difference 
between life and death. One of the 
best guides we’ve ever seen, Sur¬ 
vival details the LI.F.E. system. The 
author lives by it — you can live by 
it, too. 5'A x 8 ’A, softcover, illus., 
208 pp. $14.00 


AR-15/M16 

SUPER 

SYSTEMS 



AR-I5/M16 SUPER SYSTEMS 

by Duncan Long 

Learn how to customize the reliable 
AR-15 into a system that suits your 
needs. This straightforward text 
details modifications to create a 
super-accurate hunting rifle, Light 
Machine Gun, pistol and more. 
Duncan Long takes up where other 
AR-15 books leave off, challenging 
the conventional wisdom on combat 
firearms. 8 'A x 11 , softcover, photos, 
illus., 144 pp. $19.95 



U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

Paladin’s brand-new update of this 
classic best-seller gives you the info 
you need to stay alive and stay well 
in the field—600 pages show how to 
treat all kinds of diseases and injur¬ 
ies. In a new compact format, this 
book gives you the knowledge that 
makes the Special Forces medic so 
valuable. Vh x V/a , weatherproof 
softcover, illus., 608 pp. $19.95 



KICKASS! 

More Mayhem From 
the Master of Malice 

by George Hayduke 
Just when you thought it was safe to 
turn the other cheek, Hayduke and 
his pals return with theirown twisted 
version of the Golden Rule: Do unto 
others before they do unto you! 
Kickass! is intended for entertain¬ 
ment purposes only, 5Vfe x 8 Vfe, 
hardcover, over 200 pp. $17.95 



MODERN SNIPER RIFLES 

by Duncan Long 

This in-depth look at todays sniper 
rifles covers all aspects ol their per¬ 
formance capabilities. Weapons 
expert Duncan Long evaluates .22 
LR, single-shot, boft-acticn, semi¬ 
auto and large-caliber rifles, as well 
as the scopes, ammunition and ac¬ 
cessories that will maximize their 
sniping potential. 8 V 2 x 11 , softcover, 
illus., photos, over 100 pp. $16.85 


CREDIT 

THE CUTTING 



CREDIT 

The Cutting Edge 

by ScoH French 

This hard-and-fast course in pro¬ 
fessional credit counseling reveals 
step-by-step instructions on how to 
legally repair damaged credit the 
same way the pros do it and offers 
more devious tricks that work like 
financial black magic. The 70 least- 
known credit facts, getting cards 
with no credit check, dealing with 
collection agencies and more! 8 V 2 x 
11, softcover, 264 pp. $19.95 



THE JOY OT COLD REVENGE 

by Kam Kavanaugh 
Been snubbed or gypped by a for¬ 
mer employer or landlord, car deal¬ 
er, the courts, police, a supermarket 
or bank? It hurts, right? Fight back 
with the tactics of cold revenge, 
using such common items as 
superglue, motor oil, and ink. With 
the subtle art of cold revenge, you 
can wreak havoc using the phone 
company, airlines, magazine sub¬ 
scriptions companies and more. SVi 
x 8Vi, softcover, 96 pp. $10.00 
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Americas 

Clandestine 

ttfeapons 


THE SPY’S WORKSHOP 
America’s Clandestine Weapons 
by Don McLean 

The development of American spy 
hardware began in World War II, 
when an elite corps of scientists 
created a special arsenal for Amer¬ 
ica’s pioneer spy agency, the super 
secret OSS. This heavily illustrated 
book reveals the men and their 
ingenious inventions — BRIM¬ 
STONE, ZEPHYR, AUNT JEMIMA 
and many more. 8 V* x 11 , softcover, 
92 photos, illus., 288 pp. $25.00 


MAKE 
MY DAY! 



MAKE MY DAY! 

Hayduke’s Best Revenge Techniques 
for the Punks in Your Life 

by George Hayduke 
Hayduke is back and meaner than 
ever with this all-new bag of bully- 
busting tricks. Hundreds of ideas 
from readers who rallied to George’s 
stirring cry (“Do unto others before 
they get unto you") fill this antic 
anthology that will amaze and amuse 
you. Make My Day! is intended for 
enferta/nmen! purposes only. 5V& x 
8 V£, hardcover, 224 pp. $17.95 



U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the most rare FMs in the lietd 
of military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolilion 
techniques and explosives. Equip¬ 
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica¬ 
tions. driving, infiltration and exftltra- 
tion, survival, and more. 8 V 2 x 11, 
softcover, photos, illus., 240 pp. 

$14.95 



GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi¬ 
ness, government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters.Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. For 
entertainment only! 5V6 x 8 %, hard¬ 
cover, 192 pp. $17.95 
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New I.D., Silencers and other unique subjects? Find the books you 
want in the Paladin Press book catalog. 
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F ast 
bolt... 

Gun control 

advocates have whipped 
themselves into such a 
froth lately that we hate 
to say anything that 
might make them more 
hysterical. But since the 
poor wretches are so 
adamant about banning 
semi-autos with 
detachable magazines 
we thought we ought to 
pass along some data 
that recently came our 
way on the kind of 
performance you can 
get out of a humble 
bolt-action rifle. 

According to a book 
published 39 years ago 
by a British officer, 

Major C.H.B. Pridham, 
who was an 
officer-instructor at the 
army's School of 
Musketry, at the time of 
the outbreak of World 
War I British 
infantrymen armed with 
Lee Enfields were 
expected to be able to 
sustain a rate of aimed 
fire (the operative word 
here is aimed) of 15 
rounds a minute for a 
timed 60 seconds. That 
was the minimum. 

Many men regularly 
fired 20 or more aimed 
rounds. The school’s 
Sergeant-Instructor 
Snoxall set the world’s 
record for a 
hand-loaded rifle in 
1914 when he fired 38 
rounds in one minute, 
at 300 yards, with all his 
shots in the inner ring of 
the target. 

His Majesty’s grunts 
were able to achieve 
such high rates of fire 
because of the Lee 
Enfield’s fast action and 
the ability to reload its 
10-round magazine with 
two five-round stripper 
clips that could be 
slammed home through 
an opening in the top of 
the receiver. 


BULLETIli 
BOARD < 




Advance Scouts from the Alaska National Guard 
5th Battalion, 297th Division in Anchorage 
brave arctic temps of 50 below during Brim 
Frost ’89 cold weather training exercise. 
Associate Editor Tom Bates returned to Alaska 
during one of its coldest winters on record to 
further investigate Soviet Spetsnaz incursions 
into the mainland. Look for this exciting report 
in an upcoming issue of SOF. Photo: Jim 
Lavrakus 


T ell bush your 

FEELINGS ON GUN GRAB... 

Now that you’ve sent your letter to President 
Bush asking him to be fair and open-minded during 
the hysterical anti-semi-auto assault rifle feeding 
frenzy, you can follow it up with a phone call to the 
White House. 

By calling (202) 456-7639, you’ll reach the 
Executive Office of the President comment line, 
where you can state your opinions on the gun ban, 
your support of the contras and a strong defense 
budget, or anything else you’d like to get off your 
chest. 

According to the pleasant lady with whom we 
spoke, the information they receive is tallied each 
day and then passed along, presumably reaching 
the president somewhere along the line. 

Here’s your chance to reach out and touch 
someone who can make a difference. 

Again, the number is (202) 456-7639. 

Be to the point 
Try to be civil. 


H abitual 
criminals... 

For the record, Patrick Purdy, the 
psychotic responsible for the 
Stockton schoolyard massacre — 
and in whose name the great gun 
grab of ’89 is being perpetrated — 
ran up the following record before 
he ended his life: 

In 1979, he was arrested for 
extortion and possession of 
dangerous weapons. In 1980 he was 
arrested for drug crimes. In 1982 he 
was arrested for possession of drugs. 
In 1983 he was arrested on 
dangerous weapons charges and 
receiving stolen property. In 1984 he 
was arrested for attempted robbery 
and conspiracy. In 1987 he was 
arrested on weapons charges and 
resisting arrest. Each time the 
charges were either dropped outright 
or plea bargained down to 
misdemeanors from felonies. Purdy 
spent a total of 80 days in jail. 

The question is not whether Purdy 
is a habitual criminal but whether 
the people who regularly declined to 
incarcerate him are habitual 
criminals. 


A RIZONAN’S ANSWER 
TO GUN CONTROL... 

With anti-gun hysteria on the rise, 
it was nice to see that the Arizona 
legislature was looking at a different 
approach to regulating firearms. A 
bill introduced by Rep. Dave 
Carsons, a Prescott Republican, 
would authorize the State 
Department of Public Safety to issue 
concealed weapons permits to 
anyone — except some convicted 
felons and the mentally ill — who 
completes a firearms training course. 
A concealed weapon, for the 
purposes of the bill, is a handgun, 
electronic weapon or device, tear 
gas gun, knife or billy club. 

Carson’s rationale for introducing 
the bill, which initially had the 
support of 60 of the state’s 90 
lawmakers, was “to catch the 
criminal off guard, because he won’t 
be able to immediately identify an 
easy victim.” 

The dreary truth is most violent 
offenders get away with it most of 
the time, which is why the streets 
are so dangerous. We like the idea 
of introducing a note of uncertainty 
into the business of street crime — a 
trade whose practitioners usually 
don’t bother applying for concealed 
weapons permits anyway. 
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Buy Direct & Save! 

Call 1-312-253-7080 for Fast Delivery 


Visa, Mastercard and American Express accepted! 
Low Prices! Top Quality Merchandise! 

Mail Orders Accepted - Send Check or Money Order! 


"The Big One" 

World's Largest Survival Knife 

This is the knife you’ve been 

waiting for! Made tough, it 

features a big 10 inch 420 i 

stainless steel blade. Sports m 

men, hunters, fishermen, 

and campers will find 4H 

"The Big One" can take flB 

it no matter how tough 

the task. It's more than 

just a knife. Features: '■ 

• 5" watertight black 
aluminum hollow 
handle. 

• Liquid filled , 

compass. / 

• Rugged black 
leather sheath 

with sharp- VV 
ening stone. 


"Ninja" ^ 

Pistol Crossbow 
New hand-held crossbow is com¬ 
pact, silent and deadly. Powerful 
40 lb. draw. Micro-adjustable 
sights. Aluminum body, con¬ 
toured pistol grips. 11-1/4" over¬ 
all. Comes with 3 - 6" bolts. 
#214005 $49.95 


"Little Black Box" 

Amazing device automatically 
starts your recorder whenever the 
telephone is picked up and stops 
recorder when phone is hung up! 
Attaches anywhere along the line. 
Plugs into any recorder. Creates 
no interference or noise on the 
line. V’xT'xT. Warning: Not to 
be used for surveillance! 

#310101 Alligator Clip $29.95 
#310102 Modular Plug $29.95 


Tear Gas Guns 

Eight shot .22 caliber revolver or 

6- shot automatic fires tear gas car¬ 
tridges or blanks as fast as you can 
pull the trigger. Heavy-duty metal 
construction with quick, easy 
ejection. Checkered grips. Comes 
with holster, tear gas and blanks. 
8-Shot Revolver 

#260110 Blue $19.95 

#260120 Chrome $24.95 

7- Shot Automatic 

#260510 Blue $21.95 

#260520 Chrome $26.95 

Extra Tear Gas (1 0) $3.00 

Blanks (50) $4.00 


Super Snooper 

Extremely sensitive, pointable, 
electronic listening device ampli¬ 
fies and feeds all available sounds 
through stereo headphones (in¬ 
cluded). Automatic shut-off cir¬ 
cuit measures incoming signal and 
protects you from harmful high 
volume noise. You can hear a 
whisper at 100 yds.; a car door 
shutting at 5 blocks; your dog hot 
on a trail 2 miles away. Uses stan¬ 
dard 9-volt battery. Warning: Not 
to be used for eavesdropping. 
#310300 $84.95 

Bionic Booster increases the re¬ 
ceiving surface area 37 times, 
making it more directional and 
powerfttl. Snaps on and off easily. 
#310301 $34.95 


Tap Detector 

Pprotectio® for . 
your phone, / 
computer / 
modem, /L' 

FAX or 
telex. 


|f • Survival 
kit inside 
handle fea¬ 
tures wire 
saw, matches, 
needles, nylon 
line, fishhooks, 
and sinkers. 
#17718 


/ Tap Detector - 
an indispensable 
tool which lets you 
know when anyone 
is tapping either your 
home or office phone. 
If the green light goes out you 
know someone is listening in! You 
can then continue your conversa¬ 
tion, alter its course or simply end 
it Use “Tap Detector” and have 
peace of mind. Easy instructions. 
#311400 (Retail $50.) $29.95 


Badges & ID Case 
Flaunt your authority! Profes¬ 
sional badges in six styles - Spe¬ 
cial Investigator, Security Guard, 
Special Officer, Deputy Sheriff, 
Special Police, Private Detective. 
1-1/2" wide, 2-1/4" high. Nickel 
plated brass. Specify model when 
ordering. Comes complete with 
badge holder and ID Card. 

#B5 $6.95 


New 

Crosman 9ft 

C0 2 Pellet 
Revolver 

Brand new look-a-like, feel-a-like 
and shoot-a-like model of the fa¬ 
mous .357 Python. Handles and 
shoots like the real thing. Fires 
. 177 caliber pellets at velocities up 
to 390 fps with a 6" rifled-steel 
barrel for incredible accuracy. 
Comes with 6-shot and NEW 10- 
shot clip and maintenance kit. 60 
shots per C0 2 cartridge. 

#464403 $69.95 

.177 Cal Pellets, 250/pkg. $3.95 
C0 2 Cartridges, 5 to pack $4.95 


"The Black Book of Dirty 
Tricks" 

"Improvised Munitions Hand¬ 
book" is the most sought after 
here-to-fore impossible to ob¬ 
tain Army Manual. Includes 
revealing chapters on: Mines & 
Grenades, Small Arms Weap¬ 
ons & Ammo, Mortars & Rock¬ 
ets, Incendiary Devices, Fuses, 
Ignition & Delay Mechanisms. 
Tells how to make Rocket 
Launchers, Pistols, Shotguns 
and Recoilless Rifles from easy 
to obtain materials and more! 
#BB $10.00 


Phaser Super Tear Gas 

The safest personal defense prod¬ 
uct available. Ultra-high emission 
Fire extinguisher valve shoots tear 
gas at distances up to 20 feet. 
Renders assailant instantly help¬ 
less, causing extreme burning to 
eyes, nose and throat. Will not 
cause permanent injury. 

#261201 $14.95 


New l.D. in America! 

The author, an anonymous private 
investigator, specializes in help¬ 
ing clients "get lost" - perma¬ 
nently! Now his expertise can be 
yours. Create a totally new person 
- with bona fide birth certificate, 
passport, driver's license, credit 
cards, Social Security number and 
more! 120 pages. 

#P111 $15.00 


Grenades 

Look and feel like 
the real thing but 
are completely 
harmless. Full 
weight with de¬ 
tachable lever 
and pin. WW II 
Pineapple 
#1721G0 

$9.95 ea. 


Mini-Nuck Keychain 


Double-Lock Handcuffs 

Official Detective type carried by 
police officers. Nickel plated 
hardened steel. 

#270200 $14.95 


Rambo III Miniature Bowie 

Exact replica of the giant 16" Rambo® III Bowie... only this one is just #BN2 

6-1/2" long! Blade length is 4". Tang stamped RAMBO® III. Cowhide m 

sheath included. Genuine hardwood handle. Heavy-duty Stainless Steel 
handguard and butt cap. Custom designed by Gil Hibben. 

#K246 Miniature Rambo® III $29.95 

#K106 RAMBO III, Full Size (Retail-$400.) $99.95 

Knife Design Patent pending by Gil Hibben ofHibben Enterprises. ® 1988 Carolco. \ 

All Rights Reserved. Used under Authorization ■ For Fast Delivery 

■ — - | Call (312) 253-7080 


Your Supply Depot, Ltd, j 

1831 W. Algonquin Rd. #215, ■ 
Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 I 
Illinois Residents add 7% Tax! | 


n 20 rounds as fast as you can 

i| pull the trigger! Authentic styling. 
* 20-rd. magazine. Folding stock, adjust- 
able sling. Solid steel smoothbore barrel. 
80 shots per C0 2 cartridge. Fires .177 BB's at 
350-440 fps. Weighs 2 lbs. 3 Oz. Length: Closed 16-1/2", Open 25" 
#464407 Z-77 Automatic $49.95 

#464405 Copperhead BB's, 2500 per pack $4.95 

#460604 C0 2 Cartridges, 5 to pack $3.95 


New 60,000 Volt Mioi-Zapper 
Smallest, lightest stun gun avail¬ 
able. Weighs only a few ounces 
but packs a 60,000 volt bite that 
will stop any attacker. A one sec¬ 
ond jolt will cause muscle spasms 
and a dazed condition but will not 
cause permanent damage. Under 
no condition can you suffer a 
charge-back to your body. 1 year 
warranty. Uses 9 volt battery. 
#310802 $49.95 

Ni-Cad Battery & Charger 
#310801 $19.95 


Ordering Information 

By Mail: Use coupon or separate sheet. Mail order with check, 
money order or credit card information toYourSupply Depot, Ltd., 
1831 W. Algonquin Rd. #215, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 
By Phone: Call 1-312-253-7080. Have all product and credit card 
information ready. Hours 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. CST Monday-Friday. 
COD orders accepted. COD charge $5 extra. 


Address 


Supply Depot does not warrant that you may legally purchase, possess or 
carry air guns, stun guns, etc. By ordering you acknowledge that you are 
an adult and there are no legal restrictions to purchasing. 


Qty 

Number 

Description/Size/Color 

Price 













Charge my: Sublota| 

Visa □ MasterCard □ Amex □ c .. . ^ . 

Shipping/Hand. 

Pht>nC - Ta x-lL Res Only 

Expiration Date 

$5.00 
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LAST SOVIET SOLDIERS LEA VE 
AFGHANISTAN AFTER 9 YEARS, 
15,000 DEAD AND GREAT COST 



New York Times front page story, 16 
February ’89. 


CIVIL WAR COES ON 


A General Walks Across 
the Border to Relief 
and Recrimination 

By BILL KELLER 


T raitor jane 

EXPELLED FROM 
CLASS... 

When a teacher at the El Dorado 
High School in Kansas decided to 
use Jane Fonda exercise tapes as 
part of the school’s physical 
education program, which meant 
students were required to exercise to 
the cadence of a traitor, the local 
veterans’ organizations got hopping 
mad and raised holy hell. 

The result, according to Vic Auer, 
incoming commander of American 
Legion Post 81, was a huge public 
outcry resulting in a decision on the 
part of the instructor to suspend use 
of the tape. 

We should hope. Voluntarily 
patronizing Fonda is offensive; 
requiring students to use her tapes is 
roughly like hiring a North 
Vietnamese prison camp guard to 
teach them phys ed. 

Said Auer of the public reaction: 
“It brought out something called 
patriotism, which some of us thought 
was dead for years.” 


S eals not 

ENDANGERED SPECIES... 

Budget constraints not-* 
withstanding, one place where the 
U.S, Navy does want to beef up its 


capabilities is in the special 
operations areas. The service is 
reported wanting to increase the 
number of its SEAL platoons from 
37 to 60. 

It seems someone in the Pentagon 
figured out that the most likely 
threats in the next decade are going 
to come in the form of low intensity 
conflicts, and those sorts of situations 
are best handled by special 
operations forces. 

It’s nice to know someone is 
thinking ahead. It would be even 
nicer if someone in government 
would decide to recognize actions 
like the blowing up of Pan Am Flight 
103 over Scotland for what they are 
— acts of war against the United 
States — and use the special 
operations assets we have to at the 
very least hunt down the leaders of 
the countries who perpetrate them 
and cut their throats. 


O UR MISTAKE 

AND REGRETS... 

Due to our error, the names of 
the photographers whose work 
accompanied “Bloody Beaufort” 
(SOF, April ’89) were omitted. The 
photo on the bottom left of page 44 
was taken by J. Pavlovsky. The 
cover photo and all other photos 
were taken by A. Keler. Please 
accept belated acknowledgment and 
our apologies. 


A fghan antagonists 

NUMERICALLY 

BALANCED... 

Now that the war in Afghanistan is 
once again an intramural, how do 
the opposing forces stack up 
numerically? 

Almost equally, surprisingly 
enough. The Afghan government’s 
regular army fields about 35,000, a 
number it has sustained throughout 
most of the war by conscription, but 
when various militia forces and 
WAD state police units are added in, 
total Afghan communist strength 
comes to about 127,000. 

In contrast, the mujahideen field 
about 126,000 men, some 40,000 
of whom belong to no organized 
group. The three largest muj groups, 
incidentally, are Jamiat-i-Islami, with 
approximately 24,000 men, followed 
by Hekmatyar’s Hezb~i-I$lami with 
16,000, and Khalis’ Hezb-i-IsIami 
with 10,000 men. 

The crucial difference, of course, 
is the muj have no lack of willing 
volunteers, while the government’s 
ability to press-gang people into 
service diminishes with its control of 
the countryside. And then there is a 
matter of defections. Two weeks 
after the Soviets pulled out, 
according to muj sources, 11,000 
government troops had switched 
sides. 


REUNIONS... 

173rd Airborne Brigade, 30 June 
to 5 July, El Rancho Tropicana 
Hotel, Santa Rosa, California. 

Events will include parachute jumps, 
equipment displays, picnics, 
banquets, wine tastings, and an 
outdoor memorial serivce. General 
William Westmoreland has accepted 
an invitation to attend and will be 
honored guest For information 
contact Ken Gaudet, 3377 Solano 
Ave., Suite 437, Napa, CA 94558; 
phone (707) 252-6732. 


D ON’T TREAD 
ON ME... 

In the mood to generate a little 
controversy when you walk down the 
street? See SOFs answer to the latest 
anti-gun hysteria — our new “Assault 
Rifle” T-shirt — on page 26. 

For $10.95 plus postage and 
handling, you’ll have anti-gunners 
lining up to rip the shirt right off 
your back. 

Tell ’em SOF sent you. ^ 
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A HISTORY OF 
THE CRUSADES; 


Mibojrihifof 


~Green— 

Berets 


PLEKU 


Tl«* 

Histor> | 

1946 1975 

VIETNAM 


Cardinal 
kn "inI in 


SVN 

TZV'S 

ART 

* OF * 

WAR 


IT MAY NOT BE PRETTY. 

But it’s pretty interesting reading. 
When you want the books that tell it 
like it really is, turn to the 
#1 SOURCE FOR 
MILITARY BOOKS. 


THE 

EYEWITNESS 

HISTORY 

vietKWaf 


2 FULL COLOR 
24%" X19" WWII MAPS 


MAPS HIKE 


u with membership 


Here’s how the Club Plan worts: You'll get 4 books for only 98C plus shipping and handling 
and your FREE WW II MAPS—when accepted as a member. We reserve the right to reject any 
application. However, once accepted, if you are not completely satisfied with your introduc¬ 
tory books, return them at our expense. Your membership will be canceled and you will owe 
nothing. The FREE MAPS are yours to keep in any case. 

Huge selection: As a Club member, you’ll have over 350 titles to choose from—a 
tremendous variety of the very best military books in print. Many feature rarely seen photos, 
illustrations and maps. Many books are difficult to find anywhere else. 

How you save money: The Club offers its own complete hardbound editions (sometimes 
altered in size to fit special presses). Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers’ 
hardcover and soft cover edition prices. A shipping and handling charge is added to 
each shipment. 

Club magazine: About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) you'll receive the free Club magazine 
describing coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition, up to 4 times a year, you may 
receive offers of special Selections, always at discounts off publishers’ prices. If you want the 
featured Selection(s), do nothing—shipment will be made automatically. If you prefer an 
Alternate—or no book at all—indicate this on the order form and return it by the date 
specified. You’ll have at least 10 days to decide. If you have less than 10 days, and you receive 
an unwanted Selection, you may return it at our expense and owe nothing. 

The choice Is always yours: Your only obligation is to take just 4 books at regular low Club 
prices during the next 2 years. You may resign anytime after purchasing your 4 books, or 
continue to enjoy Club membership for as long as you like. A „ 

t Soft cover. 


Club editions save you up to 30% off pub Ushers' edition prices quoted above. 


MAIL TO: 


[~M/ 

I 


MILITARY 

I *.★ if M BOOK CLUB 


Garden City™] 
N.Y 11535 . 




1 Yes, please accept my member- 

I shlp application and send me the 
A books marked in the boxes to the 
right, plus my FREE MAPS Bill me 

I only 98C plus shipping and handling 
for the 4 books. I agree to the Club 
Plan presented in this ad, and under- 

I stand that I need buy just 4 more 
books at regular low Club prices any¬ 
time I want during the next 2 years. 

I No-risk guarantee: If not delighted 
after examining my 4 selections, I 
may return the books within 10 days 

I at Club expense. My membership 
will be canceled and I will owe 
nothing. No matter what I decide, I 
may keep my FREE MAPS. 


^iiay r 


Mr. 

Mrs. 

Ms. 


Apt. No. 


City 


Zip 


2 FREE WW II MAPS 

#6502 


DT275 


If under 18, parent must sign___ 

Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members 
serviced from Canada, where offer is slightly different. 67 | 
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I WAS THERE 

by Bac ThI Eaton 
as told to Sam Eaton 


Dishonor Before Death 


Bac Thi Eaton was a teenage Viet¬ 
namese girl living in An Long , on the 
north bank of the Mekong River five 
miles from the Cambodian border , 
during the Vietnam War Her child¬ 
hood memories of the war are being 
compiled into a book. We thought it 
would be interesting to share one of 
her stories. 


Sweet smdl of halves! blended 

with the sight of white and purple blos¬ 
somed water spinach plants as the sun 
set over the rice field covered with 
evenly cut stalks. I was wishing my 
dream guy would come and rescue me 
from one of the worst fates that can 
befall a 15-year-old girl — being 
preached to death. I watched the cook¬ 
ing fire, made tea and roasted peanuts 
for our new communist preacher. 

Since Tien, who was young and 
kind of cute for a VC preacher, got 
transferred, Hoi had taken his place. 
Hoi was harder, much more boring 
and looked infinitely more willing to kill 
an unsympathetic listener than Tien. 
But I had to smile, try hard to cover my 
frustration and watch the money, 
hard-earned money made by working 
all day in the fields, go to feed him tea 
and grilled peanuts. I wished this VC 
toad would leave me alone. 

After toad breath drank all my tea and 
ate all my peanuts, he started preaching 
with a strong well-fed voice. “Tonight we 
study about honorable Uncle Ho Chi 
Minh and about life and death. The old 
people said that dying in glory is better 
than living in shame. Bac, have you ever 
heard that before?” 

“Yes, sir, I have.” 

“Good, Good. Where did you hear 
that?” Hoi asked. 

“From my grandmother, when she 
told me about smooth-talking men and 
how they lie and cheat, sir. And if I was 
stupid enough to fall for them, and lose 
my virginity, then I should die. I can’t 
live to bring the shame and embarrass¬ 
ment to my family,” I answered, think¬ 
ing about my friend Ly walking around 
with a big belly from Tien, the previous 
VC preacher. 

“That is for a grandmother to teach 
a granddaughter. But for Uncle Ho, it is 
not like that. It is about dignity, cour¬ 
age, and honor. We will always put our 
country and its honor above our lives,” 
Hoi said in his wise-man voice. 

“If you say so, sir,” I answered. 

“I am one of Uncle Ho’s heroes. 
Look at the courage I display, going 
from camp to camp, spreading Uncle 
Ho’s word. You would do well to mold 
yourself on my brave model.” 

“Yes, sir.” 

“Bac, what is the meaning of life and 
death in our glorious new world?” 



Author describes true face of 
communism as seen through the 
eyes of young South Vietnamese 
villager who was targeted by one of 
Uncle Ho’s preachers. Photo: DoD 


“I guess it means that Ho’s true chil¬ 
dren would give their lives to protect 
the lives of others, the true brave chil¬ 
dren will die to protect others from 
danger, sir.” 

“Very good! You are learning Bac. 
Learn from my example and you will 
be a true child of Uncle Ho Chi Minh.” 

A few days later the sky was clear, 
and two farmers and I were sitting at 
the edge of a pond with some children, 
watching the pond’s owner catch fish, 
when we saw an old single-engined 
American reconnaissance plane fly 
overhead. I saw that damned fool Hoi 
take his AK-47 and shoot at the air¬ 
plane. He missed, and I silently 
cheered as the airplane pulled up un¬ 


harmed. 

A few hours later, while we were 
down at the pond also trying to catch 
fish, we heard a louder airplane noise. 
This time there were two airplanes, 
flying low. They were bigger and had 
two engines. My stomach turned cold 
and I felt sick. 

The airplanes thundered back and 
forth hunting the fool who had shot at 
their friend. One farmer ran to his 
wagon, got out the red and yellow South 
Vietnamese flag, made sure that the red, 
gold and blue VC flag was well hidden, 
and then started frantically waving die 
yellow- and red-striped South Viet¬ 
namese flag. Then Hoi and his stupid 
AK-47 started shooting at the airplanes 
again from a nearby creek. 

“That stupid asshole is going to kill 
us all,” the flag-waving farmer cursed 
as the creek 50 yards away exploded. 
The airplanes’ machine guns roared. 
“No matter what happens, don’t run. 
Everybody sit still, don’t move. Stay by 
the flag. That way they won’t shoot at 
us,” a second farmer ordered 

The airplanes screamed back, again 
and again. The water boiled. Rockets 
hit. The ground shook. 

“We’re going to die! We’re all going to 
die!” a panicked child cried Every time 
die planes flew by, the farmers frantically 
waved the flag. The pilot would give a 
friendly wiggle of his wings back to us. 
Suddenly I heard the noise of legs franti¬ 
cally bashing aside rice stalks. I looked up 
and saw Hoi. His rifle was gone, his black 
shirt was gone, and in his hand was a 
yellow- and red-striped South Viet¬ 
namese flag, furiously waving, as he ran 
toward us. 

I was really scared now. That damn 
coward was going to draw the Amer¬ 
ican fire on us, just to save his own 
miserable life. I thought of the ancient 
Vietnamese saying, “The coward dies 
many times before his death.” Right 
now I’d settle for seeing Hoi skip a lot 
of cowards’ deaths and die for real. 

Brave, true, child of Uncle Ho in¬ 
deed. I would’ve asked him if that was 
how brave the Ho children are. But, 
Hoi still had the power to kill me. In¬ 
stead, I just watched the brave soldier 
of communism hiding behind the 
Saigon flag. It was enough. ^ 
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SURVEILLANCE ■ COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 
INFORMATION SECURITY ■ VIP PROTECTION 


WORLD'S SMALLEST LASER GUNSIGHT 
Aim with the speed of light! 



State of the an weapons sight. Our laser is used 
teams, armed forces, sponsmen and 
than all other lasersights combined! 

■ Only 6" long 

■ Weighs just II 

■ Uses standard 
9 volt batteries 

■ Fits rifles, pistols 
and shotguns 

■ 1 year factory warranty 

Reg. $495. Only $399. 

Dealers call! Mounts available for most firearms. $45. ea. 


ULTRA II The size of a quarter, It Is so 

sensitive It can pick up sounds 
2<y away and transmit them to 
any FM radio receiver [even the 
one in your car) up to several 
blocks awayl Ultra II uses a four 
stage circuit and quality compo- 
.nents to achieve maximum 
performance. Uses 9 volt battery. Simple final assembly required. 
Intended for testing and experimentation; Illegal to use for 
surveillance. Reg. $195. Special $149. 

Lithium 9 Volt Batteries $15 ea. (Lasts 2-3 times longer) 



INFINITE EAR 

Listen into your home or business from 
any phone in the world! 

This unique device permits ONLY 
YOU to hear every sound in the build¬ 
ing it is placed into. The Infinite Ear 
plugs into any modular phone jack or 
can be attached anywhere along the 
phone line. Simple to use, |ust dial the 
phone number and use the special 
pocket size, coded tone generator 
(included). Now you can listen into 
your premises for as long as you like. Great peace of mind when 
you are awayl The Infinite Ear with attachments and complete 
instructions. Reg. $389. Special only $249. ea. 



TRANSTEC 



Don't be trapped by hidden "bugs" 

Transtec fits Into your pocket and 
silently vibrates when it detects an R.F. 
transmitter (bug) in your presence, 
from up to 20' away! It warns you but 
doesn't tip off anyone else! When it 
gives a warning signal, Transtec can 
now be used with Its special antenna 
attachment to verify that an actual 
"bug" Is present (not an Innocent 
signal) and then can be used to 
"sweep" and locate It. 

Transtec $595. 


EVALUATOR 

New microprocessor checks 
for phone taps 

Evaluator is based on 
new technology, never 
before available. Other 
"tap detectors" are only 
simple voltage meters, and 
they [ust won't pick up real 
taps. The Evaluator takes a 
fingerprint of the voltage, 
resistance and capacitance 
of your individual phone line, stores it In memory, and then 
performs a check every minute, 24 hours a day and warns you with 
a flashing LED readout If conditions change. 

Easy to use, sets up in minutes and monitors your line for "taps" 
or any other abnormal changes. $595. 

Must be installed on a "dean" line. See our CM-3 complete 
countermeasure package $2,495. 

Note: California, along with most other states, has expanded its 
wiretapping laws to allow local and state agencies to tap phones. 
This may compromise your privacyl 



TELEPHONE SCRAMBLERS 



Fits over any phone. 
Secure conversations be¬ 
tween two or more persons 
(each needs a scrambler). 
With over 13,000 access 
codes, ail an eavesdropper 
will hear Is "garbage." 
Quick and easy to use. 
Works on cellular, tool 
$299. ea. Minimum of 2 required (Ship/insur. $10.) 


AUDIO JAMMER 


Defeats room bugs! 

Produces pseudo-random noise that will 
defeat all microphone-based eavesdropping 
devices. 

Difficult to filter out and if properly used, 
all an eavesdropper will hear is a loud hiss. 

Audio Jammer (pocket size) Reg. $195. 
Sale $129. (Ship $5.50) 

Audio Jammer II high-power unit 
available—call! 


STUN FLASHLIGHT 

This 

remarkable, 
rechargeable 
flashlight is also 
an electric stun 
gun,. Carry 

50,000.volts of power with you day or night! Security that's 
always In your hand when you‘need Itl High impact, lightweight. 
Complete with recharger. $149. (Shlp/lnsur. $5.50) 




ELECTRONIC VOICE CHANGER 



Works over any phone, 
makes your voice totally 
unrecognizable! 

Change your voice from 
deep to very high or vice 
versa. No one will know who 
is calling. 

Reg. $498. 

Limited offer $298. 


BULLET PROOF VESTS 



Stops .357 magnum and 9 mm 
pistol. High quality vest made from 
22 layers of Kevlar. Rated class HA. 
Covers front and back for full 
protection. 

Compare these vests with others at 
over $400. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

Only $259. [Shlp/lnsur. $10.) 
Optional hardplate available. Stops 
9 mm sub-machinegun. $99. 

Oil now! 


BUG DETECTOR 



Professional quality hand held 
transmitter ("BUG") detector uses 
state of the art L.E.D. readout to 
indicate the presence of an R.F. signal 
and will lead you to the source. 

Also enables you to quickly determine 
If the signal is an actual bug by listening 
through the headphones (Included). 

Will detect room bugs, telephone 
transmitters, bumper beepers, etc. 
Instructions included. High quality! 


DL-1000 Hand Held Detector $595. (Shlp/lnsur. $10.) 


WARNING 

NOT TO BE USED FOR SURREPTITIOUS INTERCEPTION 
OF ORAL COMMUNICATIONS. ALL EQUIPMENT IS SOLD 
SUBJECT TO PUBLIC LAW 90-351, TITLE 111, 18 U.S.D., 
SECTION 2511, ALL LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL 
ORDINANCES, RULES, REGULATIONS, ETC IT IS THE 
SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE BUYER (NOT THE SELLER) 
TO CONSULT LEGAL COUNSEL FOR INTERPRETATION 
OF ANY LAWS APPLICABLE TO THE AREA OF 
INTENDED USE. 


ALSO AVAILABLE 

■ Complete countermeasures system. Enables you to professionally check for phone Ops, room bugs, 
carrier bugs, laser listening devices, and morel Detailed instruction manual included; comes in fitted 
briefcase. $2,495. (Ship/insur. $24.50} 

■ IBM PC Computer Security.-Data encryption, ail! 


■ Telephone recorder switch and special 8-hour recorder. Uses standard 120-mlnute cassettes. Starts 
and stops automatically. Voice activated. Complete $155. (Ship/insur. $7.) 

■ Frisk 'Em metal weapons detector. Special $59. (Ship $2.) 

■ Professional long range parabolic microphone. 


We are security professionals. We will be happy to answer your questions and provide you with 
the latest in privacy assurance devices. 

If you need... the straight scoop... high quality equipment... great service, at fair prices... 

Send $3. (refundable) for our latest CATALOG. You won't find the quality and selection 
anywhere else. 

Executive Protection Products, Inc. — The Professionals 

1834 First Street ■ SuiteS ■ Napa ■ California ■ 94559 ■ (707)253-7142 

MasterCard ■ VISA ■ American Express ■ COD 
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Cammo Shield Patch 
$4.95 


#7020 

SOF Red Lapel Pin 
$3.50 


#7120 

SOF Glass Stein 
$7.50 


#7070 
12 or. Mug 
$5.05 


#7060 

SOF Magazine Patch 
$4.95 


#7100 

SOF Shot Glass 
$4.95 




#7050 

SOF Luggage Tag 
$4.95 


#7006 

SOF 5” Knife with Cammo Cover 
$39.95 


#7001 

SOF Logo Patch Red 
$2.50 


#2020 

SOF Oak Leaf 
Bali Cap — 
silver 
$9.95 


Also available but not shown: 

#1030 SOF Crewneck sweatshirt — black with logo (s,m,l,x 

#1029 SOF Sweatpants — black with logo (8,m,l,xl) $14.95 

#2021 SOF Oak Leaf Ball Cap — white $9.95 

#2004 SOF Black Ball Cap with scrambled eggs $9.95 

#2001 SOF Beret — maroon (size B'/t-Th) $14.95 

#2010 Field Cap — lined (sizes s,m only) $21.95 

#2011 Field Cap — unllned (sizes s,l,xl only) $12.00 

#7002 SOF Magazine Logo Patch — OD $2.50 

#7021 SOF Logo Lapel Pin — silver $5.95 

#7023 SOF Logo Beret Badge — sliver $6.00 

#7024 SOF Logo Beret Badge — black $8.00 

#7043 SOF Logo Lapel Pin — gold $5.95 

#7051 SOF Tie — navy $12.50 

#7013 SOF Logo Black Military Buckle $11.95 

#7014 SOF Black Web Belt $3.50 


#1515 

World Tour Jacket 
Black Satin (s,m,l,xl) 
$49.95 
XXL $51.95 


#5007 

SOF Urban Recon Pak 
grey with black 
(not for use with ice) 


QTY. 

ITEM NO. 

SIZE 

AMOUNT 


















SUB TOTAL 


Please Include $2.00 for the first 
item ordered — include $1.00 for 
each additional item for postage 
and handling. Overseas orders 
add 30%. Please allow 4-6 weeks 
for delivery. 


SOF EXCHANGE 

Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 

We accept telephone orders on MasterCard and VISA — call toll-free - 
1-800-323-1776, operator 131. NEW! FAX YOUR ORDER 303-444-5617! 

PAYMENT: □ VISA □ MASTERCARD □ CHECK ENCLOSED 

CARD #_ 

EXPIRATION DATE_ 

NAME__ 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

For customer service calls, dial (303) 449-3750. 


Postage & Handling 

3.7% Sales Tax 
(Colo, res.) 

TOTAL 














Like a puzzle 

nearing completion, all 
the pieces to the 10th 
Annual SOF Convention 
and Exposition are falling 
into place ... 


Hold 


Sahara Hote 


LasVegas, Neva 


After June 17,1989 rates are 
$56.00/night (plus 7% tax). 
Cutoff date for room reserva- 


them you are an 


SOF Convention 
Registration 

Preregistration fee is $135.00 
if received by September 10, 
1989. After that date registra¬ 
tion fee is $150.00. Early Bird 
registration deadline date is 
July 4, 1989. All Early Birds 
receive a special 10th Anni¬ 
versary Commemorative 
Badge — which will be given 
out at the Convention. No can¬ 
cellation refunds will be given 
after August 31, 1989. 




aWfSw'Si;: 

pi 3fli !jj 


10th Annual 
SOF 

Convention 
& Expo 

Sept. 20-24,1989 
Sahara Hotel 
Las Vegas, Nevada 


10th ANNUAL SOF CONVENTION REGISTRATION 

YES! 1 want to be a part of the SOF 1989 Convention and receive my special 
Early Bird 10th Anniversary Commemorative Badge (to be given out at the 
convention). 

I understand my Early Bird registration must be received by July 4, 1989 to 
qualify for my Badge. 

□ Payment enclosed — payable to SOF Convention ’89 

□ MasterCard □ VISA 


(please print) 


Address 


No cancellation refunds will be given after August 31, 1989. 
Circle T-shirt Size: Mail to: SOF 1989 Convention & Expo 


Circle T-shirt Size: 
S M L 
XL XXL 


P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 
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SOF GUN GRAB ’89 

GUNS YOU 
STAND TO 
LOSE 

Assault Rifle Ban Would Outlaw 
270 Different Types of Firearms 


S AY goodbye to your firearms. All of 
them. 

The list below, comprising more than 270 
different guns, is just the beginning. Hand¬ 
gun (?) Control Inc. spokesman Gregg 
Risch has declared this is “only the first 
step.” It’s time to recognize, once and for 
all, that the ultimate goal of these gun pro¬ 
hibitionists is the complete removal of every 
firearm of every type and caliber from our 
society. 

It can’t happen here, you say. Sorry, but 
it is happening here — right now. The re¬ 
cent suspension of the importation of semi¬ 
automatic rifles demonstrates the extent to 
which they intend to gut the 2nd Amend¬ 
ment. Furthermore, Berman’s bill, which 
would confiscate every firearm on his list, 
makes no mention of compensation for this 
seizure of your chattel property. This is an 
unacceptable outrage and millions of Amer¬ 
icans would, with all certainty, refuse to 
surrender lawfully obtained property in this 
manner, no matter what the consequences. 

Metzenbaum’s list is even larger, and 
although you would presumably be permit¬ 
ted to gaze upon them as they hang on the 
wall collecting dust, his proposed legisla¬ 
tion is even more foolish as it would require 
their registration with the BATF. In 1988, 
BATF’s NFA Branch processed 45,000 
Forms 3 and 4 (applications to transfer a 
Title II firearms) with delays of up to four 
months. It has been conservatively esti¬ 
mated that there are 23 million firearms of 
the proscribed type in private ownership. 
Based upon their current processing rate, it 
would take the BATF more than 500 years 
to register these firearms! 

Passage of Congressman Berman’s 
House Bill, H.R. 669, would prohibit the 
private possession or transfer of the follow¬ 
ing firearms: 

Pistol caliber firearms: AP-9 Assault 
Pistol, Auto-Ordnance Model 27A-1 
Thompson, Auto-Ordnance 1927-A5 Pis¬ 
tol, Auto-Ordnance Thompson M-l, Cob¬ 
ray M- 11 , Colt AR-15 9mm Carbine, Com¬ 
mando Arms Carbine, Demro TAC-1 Car¬ 
bine, Demro XF-7 Carbine, Encom Mk IV, 
Feather AT-9 Carbine, Federal XP900 and 
XP450 Pistols, Goncz High-Tech Long Pis¬ 
tol, Goncz High-Tech Carbine, Holmes 
MP-83, Heckler & Koch 94, Intratec TEC- 
9, Iver Johnson Enforcer Model 3000 Auto, 
MAC-10 Semi Auto, MAC-11 Semi Auto, 
Marlin Model 9 Camp Carbine, Micro Uzi 
Pistol, Mini Uzi Pistol, Norinco Officer’s 
Nine Carbine, Partisan Avenger, Scarab 
Skorpian Pistol, Spectre DA Pistol, Spectre 
Carbine, Sterling Carbine, Uzi Pistol, Uzi 
Carbine, Weaver Arms Nighthawk, Wil¬ 
kinson “Linda” Pistol, Wilkinson “Terry” 
Carbine. 

Rifle caliber firearms: American Arms 
AKY39 and AKF39 Rifles, AR-10 Semi¬ 
auto Rifle, Argentine FALs, Armalite AR- 
180 Sporter Carbine, Armscorp M-14 
Semiauto Rifle, Australian Automatic 
Arms SAR, Australian Automatic Arms 
SAC, Australian Automatic Arms SAP, 
Australian Automatic Arms SP & SP-20 


hunting rifles, Australian G series FAL, 
Bushmaster Auto Rifle, Beretta AR-70 
Sporter, Bushmaster Rifle, Bushmaster 
Auto Pistol, CETME Rifle, Clayco AKS 
Rifle, Colt AR-15, Colt AR-15A2 Sporter 
n, Colt AR-15A2 Carbine, Colt AR-15A2 
H-BAR, Colt AR-15A2-Delta H-BAR, 
Daewoo AR110C, Daewoo AR100, Egyp¬ 
tian Maadi AKM, rigid stock and folding 
stock models, FAMAS Semiauto Rifle, Fed 
Ord M-14 Rifle, FN-LAR Competition 
Auto, FN-LAR Heavy Barrel .308 Match, 
FN-LAR Paratrooper Model 50-64, FN- 
LAR Model 50-63, FN-FNC, Galil AR, 
Galil ARM, Galil Sniper Rifle, Heckler & 
Koch PSG-1 Marksman Rifle, Heckler & 
Koch 91, Heckler & Koch 93, Israeli FALs, 
Iver Johnson PM30HB Carbine, Kassnar 
SA 85M AKM, Mitchel AK-47, Mitchell 
Heavy Barrel AK-47, Norinco Type 84S 
AKs, Norinco Type 8IS Rifle, Norinco 
Type 81 MGS Rifle, Norinco SKS Rifle 
with AK magazine, Norinco Type 86S 
“Bullpup” AK Rifle, Norinco Type 88SB 
Rifle, Norinco Type 86S-7 Rifle, Poly Tech 
AK-47/S, Poly Tech AKS-762, Poly Tech 
AKS-762 Down Folder, Poly Tech AKS- 
762 Side Folder, Poly Tech M-l 4/S, any 
SKS rifle with a 20 round extended maga¬ 
zine installed, RPKS-74 Assault Rifle, Ru- 
ger Mini-14, Ruger Mini-14 Ranch Rifle, 
Ruger Mini-Thirty, SIG AMT, SIG PE-57, 
SIG SG 550-2 SP Rifle, SIG SG 550-2 SP 
Carbine, Smith Enterprises M-14 Semiauto 
Rifle, Springfield Armory SAR-48 Stan¬ 
dard, Springfield Armory SAR-48 Bush 
Rifle, Springfield Armory SAR-48 Heavy 
Barrel, Springfield Armory SAR-48 Para, 
Springfield Armory MIA, Springfield 
Armory MIA Super Match, Springfield 
Armory M1A-A1, Springfield Armory 
BM-59 Italian Model, Springfield Armory 
BM-59 Alpine Model, Springfield Armory 


BM-59 Alpine Paratrooper Model, Spring- 
field Armory BM-59 Nigerian MK IV Mod¬ 
el, Springfield Armory M-21 Sniper Rifle, 
Steyr AUG SA, Universal 100 Carbine, 
Valmet M-62/S Rifle, Valmet M-71/S 
Rifle, Valmet M-76 Standard Rifle, Valmet 
M-78 Rifle, Valmet M-82 Rifle, Valmet 
M-82 Bullpup Rifle, Valmet Hunter Rifle. 

Shotguns: Franchi SPAS-12, Hi- 
Standard Model 10A, Street Sweeper, 
Striker 12Special Purpose, USAS-12 Auto. 

In addition to all of the above, passage of 
Senator Metzenbaum’s Senate Bill, S. 386, 
would prohibit the transfer, importation, 
shipment, receipt or possession of the fol¬ 
lowing (If you lawfully possessed any of the 
above or the following before the effective 
date of the legislation, you would be permit¬ 
ted to retain them, although presumably you 
would not be permitted to transport them out 
of your house — i.e., in essence you could 
not shoot them). Finally, they would all 
have to be registered with the BATF via a 
procedure similar to that employed with 
machine guns. 

Rifles: .30 Ml Carbine, Barrett Light- 
Fifty. 

Any semiautomatic hunting rifle (such as 
the Remington Model 4, 7400, Sportsman 
74, 742, & Winchester Model 100) which 
can accept an aftermarket magazine with a 
capacity greater than ten rounds of ammuni¬ 
tion. 

Semiautomatic Handguns: Action 
Arms AT-84, Action Arms AT-88, Astra 
A-60. Astra A-80, Astra A-90, Beretta 
Model 84, Beretta Model 85, Beretta Mod¬ 
els 92, 92S, 92SB and 92F, Bemardelli 
Model P018 Combat Pistol, Bersa Model 
225, Bren Ten, Brno CZ-75 and CZ-83, 
Browning BDA-380, Browning Hi-Power, 
Colt M1911 series and all clones that will 
accept extended magazines and/or drums, 
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F. I.E. TZ-75, F.I.E. Super Titan, dock 17 
and 19, Heckler & Koch VP70Z, Heckler & 
Koch P7M13, Heckler & Koch P9S, 
Holmes MP-22, Kassnar PJK-9HP, Korth 
Pistol, Llama Omni, Llama M-82, Luger 
P.08 with 32-round snail gun, Norinco 
Type NZ75 and Mini-NZ75, Ruger P-85, 
SIG-Sauer P-226, Smith & Wesson Models 
39, 59, 439, 639, 459, 659, 469, 669 and 
3900 series, S.P. A. Gamba Mauser HSc 80 

G. 15 and Model SAB ‘ ‘G’ ’ 90, Star Models 
30, 30M and PK, Steyr GB, Steel City 
“War Eagle”, Targa GT 380XE and GT 
32XE, Targa Gt22T Target Auto, Tauarmi 
TA90 and Baby TA90, Taurus PT-99, PT- 
99AF and PT-58, Victory MC5, Walther 
P-88. 

.22 Long Rifle Caliber Semiautomatic 
Rifles: American 180, Anschutz Deluxe 
Model 520/61, Armscor Models 20P and 
1600, Armscor AK-22, AMT Lightening 
25/22, Auto-Ordnance Mod 1927A-3, 
Browning Auto-22, Calico-100, Century 
Squibman Rifle, Charter Arms AR-7 Ex¬ 
plorer, Daisy Mod 2213, EMF AP-74, 
Erma Model M22, Feather AT-22 and 
Mini-AT, Federal Model XC-220, F.I.E./ 
Franchi Para Carbine, F.I.E. GR-8 Black 
Beauty, Franchi Centennial Rifle, Gevarm 
El Rifle and A3 Auto Sporter, Hi-Standard 
Sport-King Deluxe Rifle and Carbine, Illi¬ 
nois Arms Co. Model 180, Interarms Model 
22 ATD, Intratec Scorpion, Iver Johnson 
3112, Kassnar Concorde Model M-16 and 
Model 20 P/S Rifles, Marlin Models 49 DL, 
70 HC, 99C, 99M1, 989 M2, 990, 995 and 
70P Papoose, Marlin Glenfield 60, Mitchell 
AK-22, MAS-22, M-16/22 and Galil/22, 
Mossberg Models 350K, 35IK, 351C, 
352K, 430, 432, 380, 353, and 377 Plinks- 
ter, Noble Model 885, Remington Nylon 66 
and Nylon 77, Remington 552 DBL, Ruger 
10/22, Savage Models 60 and 90, Savage 
Stevens Model 88, Stevens Model 987 T, 
Sears Model 3T, Sears Ted Williams 3T, 
Tradewinds Model 260-A, Voere Model 
2115, Weatherby Mark XXII Clip Model, 
Westemfield Models 846, 850 and 982, 
Winchester Mod 190 Rifle and Carbine and 
Mod 290 Rifle. 

Shotguns: Cosmi Automatic, Reming¬ 
ton Model 11, any semiautomatic shotgun 
(such as the Remington 1100, 11-87 and 
11-87 Trap) with an extended magazine giv¬ 
ing a capacity greater than six rounds of 
ammunition. 

In addition, passage of S. 386 would 
make it illegal to transfer, ship, receive, or 
possess a magazine, box, belt, drum, strip, 
or any other container, which holds more 
than ten rounds of ammunition to be fed 
continuously into a semiautomatic firearm. 

There are, undoubtedly, even more 
firearms that would be prohibited if either of 
these two bills were passed into law. 
However, definitions of so-called assault 
weapons are ambiguous in both pieces of 
legislation, and clearly indicate their au¬ 
thors know nothing more about firearms 
other than that they hate them blindly. 

Compiled by Michael J. Pastika, Jr. & 
Peter G. Kokalis. ^ 


RECON TANTO 



Guaranteed "hair shaving" sharp. 

fffii g| I'rff"! 


Non-reflectlve 'Military* version of ihe famous 
Cold Steel Tanto. If youVe always wanted 
a Cold Steel Tanto, but felt it "cut“ a little 
deep into your pocketbook, this Is the 
deal for you. Same steel and high 
quality specifications as the Original 
Tanto. Tough Kraton handle gives you 
a comfortable, non-slip grip. Also in¬ 
cludes the same high quality leather 
sheath asthe Original Tanto. The Recon 
Tanto Is made in the USA in the same 
factory as the Trallmaster Bowie. How 
can the price be this good? It's simple, we 
bought a huge quantity and got a great price, 
and we're passing the savings on to you. BUY 
NOW, because when our supply of "Good Deal" 
knives are gone, the price WILL GO UP. 

Retail $89.95 
#CSRCT 


BLOWOUT PRICE ONLY 

$54.95 

Or, if you buy 2 
or more at a time, 
your price is only: 

$ 50.00 

EACH 


Blade lengto: 

5 3/4* 

Length overall: 

11 1/4* 

Blade thickness: 

3/1S* 

WeighL knife: 

9.4 oz 

Weight, sheath: 

2.5 oz 


(TutlerU 

Send to: CUTLERY SHOPPE 
Dept SF, 5461 Kendall St., Boise, ID 83706 


11? TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 


Get our fuB color catalog, vwth great 
deals on he top knife brands. Just 
sand $1 or call 200-376-0430 to get 
your copy, PLEASE, do not call the 
*800" number as we reserve these 
lines tor customers placing orders. 


1 - 800-231 - 1272 


INFORMATION LINE: 1-208-376-0430 


We’re open for your ordering convenience Mon-Fri 8-6, Sat 9-5 Mountain Time 
SHIPPING (per order): $5 to 48 states--$7 P.O. Box, APO & FPO~$8 for C.O.D. 43 states only- 
$10 AK, HI, PR, USVl A Canada. Foreign orders (excluding Canada), please write for shipping 
costs. PAYMENT: We accept VISA, MASTERCARD, C.O.D. (cash only), money orders & checks 
(checks allow 21 extra days after our receipt) FAX Machine Orders: 1-208-37S-7608 


BROADEN YOUR SCOPE OF OPERATIONS 

Professional Night Vision From CCS 


PREDATORV 
Night Vision Scope 

• Passive 2nd Gen. 
Pocket Scope 

• Instantly couples 

to any photographic 
or tv lens. 



Video Recording 
System 

• Pocket Scope 
coupled to 8 mm 
color camcorder 



PREDATORI 
Night Vision Scope 

• Professional Quality, light¬ 
weight, weatherproof, 
superb resolution 

• Built-in Infra-red 
Illuminator 

• Full Military Spec. 



PREDATOR V-C 
Pocket Scope 


• State-of-the-art 

• 18 mm tube 

• Extremely bright 
picture 

• Available with relay 
lens and C mount 



PREDATOR VI 
Night Vision Goggles 

• Passive 2nd Gen. 

• “Hands Free” 
Operation 


We Have The Largest Selection 
of Night Vision for Video 
or Still Photography 


CCS 

, COMMUNICATION 
! CONTROL, INC, 


Call Mr. Brite 
1-800-722-4490 


Call for free demonstration at any of our authorized distributors 
World Headquarters 

160 Midland Ave., Fort Chester, NY 10573 (914) 934-8100 

TELEX: 238720 FAX: (914) 934-8093 

630 Third Ave., New York, NY, 10017 (212) 557-3040 

1801 K St. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006 (202) 659-3432 

1435 Brickell Ave., Miami, FL 33131 (305) 358-4336 

The Galleria, Suite 3696, Houston, TX 77056 (713) 626-0007 

9465 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills, CA 90212 (213) 274-6256 

DEALERS WANTED 


I Send $25 for our 1989 catalog of exciting electronic 
surveillance products, applicable towards purchase. 
| CCS Communication Control, Inc., 160 Midland Avenue, 
I Fort Chester, NY 10573 800-722-4490 or in NY', 
I 212-557-3040. 


Name- 


Address- 


c ccs t989 I Phone— 
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B rits support 

AMERICAN 

POW/MIAs... 

Sirs: 

I have been reading 
your esteemed 
magazine for the past 
year and a half. During 
this time, there have 
been a lot of articles on 
Vietnam. I would like to 
bring to the attention of 
your readers that there 
was an organization in 
Britain that fully 
supported the gallant 
fight of the Americans in 
Vietnam. This 
organization was formed 
by myself in 1963, and 
was called the 
Democratic Alliance. It 
started with four 
members and ended in 
1975 with over 1,000. 
Our numbers included 
26 members of 
parliament and six 
members of the House 
of Lords, including one 
earl. 

During these 12 years 
our organization 
distributed over one 
million items such as 
leaflets, posters, badges, 
etc... A number of our 
members visited Laos, 
Cambodia and Vietnam. 
A few of us actually 
took part in the fighting. 
I would just like to point 
out that America and its 
allies were not entirely 
alone; some of us 
passionately supported 
Vietnamese and 
American troops. 

We are going to 
reform the committee in 
order to bring the MIA 
issue to the attention of 
the British public. If any 
of your readers would 
like further information 
on the above subject 
please contact us at: 

126 Burstellars, St. Ives, 
Huntingdon, Cambs, 
U.K. 

L. Wooler 
Cambs, United 
Kingdom 



FLAK 



A DEMOCRACY IS A 

DEMOCRACY IS A DEMOCRACY... 

Sirs: 

I’m responding to the letter from Mr. Lee 
Knopper (Flak, SOF, March ’89) where he berates 
SOF correspondent Gene Scroft, a West Point 
graduate, for referring to the government of the 
United States as a democracy rather than a 
‘‘federal, constitutional republic.” 

Lighten up a little, Mr. Knopper, not everyone 
has a degree in political science. Besides, Mr. 

Scroft’s description is perfectly acceptable and 
technically accurate. Literally, in its original Greek 
and Latin usage, democracy meant the people rule 
directly, not through elected representatives. But this 
quickly became impractical if not impossible in 
growing city-states and nations, so goverment by 
the people, or democracy, came to include 
government by the elected representatives of the 
people or “representative democracy.” Check the 
dictionary or any decent civics or introductory 
political science textbook. Today any nation with a 
freely elected government may correctly and 
accurately be described as a democracy. 

Sadly, all too few people in the world know the 
privilege of living in a democracy by any name, 
form or description. SOF is to be commended for 
reminding us of this fact and for encouraging us to 
do something about it. We may not all be able to 
join a special operations unit in Latin America or 
Africa, but we can all stay abreast of our own 
national and international affairs and make sure our 
own representatives and leaders pursue policies to 
defend and expand freedom and democracy 
everywhere in the world. 

Joseph Marshall 
Memphis, Tennessee 


S NIPER 
SNIPET... 

Sirs: 

I’m writing in regard to your 
recent articles concerning the “new” 
M24 sniper weapons system (SOF, 
July ’88 and March ’89). The article 
Mr. Kokalis wrote comparing the 
M24 to the Parker Hale M-85 was 
excellent. Side-by-side the Parker 
Hale would have been my choice. 

The more recent article, “Sniper 
SNAFU,” was also excellent and 
leads me to believe that the M24’s 
interchangeable calibers resulted in 
the Army’s choosing it. I am curious 
though; wouldn’t it be cheaper to 
buy two quality sniper rifles, one in 
.308 and one in .300 Winchester 
Magnum, than the M24 SWS? 

I’ve been involved in NRA/Military 
Highpower rifle match competitions 
for several years now and shoot 
M14s out to 600 yards with iron 
sights. However, at 1,000 yards my 
favorite is the McMillan .300 
Winchester Magnum. I look forward 
to reading more on sniper rifles in 
your magazine. Thanks for the good 
work. 

Mark Pieruccini 
Groton, Connecticut 


N avy 

snipers?... 

Sirs: 

I read your article on the Army’s 
M24 sniper rifle (SOF, March ’89) 
with interest. In 1969 I went through 
Navy sniper training. Someone had 
the strange idea that we could shoot 
people from off the deck of a PBR 
(Patrol Boat, River). 

The Navy’s weapon of choice was 
a national match grade M14 with a 
Redfield 3x9 Accurange scope and 
Sionics suppressor. These were 
excellent rifles that were capable of 
fine accuracy. Most of us were able 
to shoot consistent three-shot clover 
leafs. In fact, two of my classmates 
could get hits on a cut down 
silhouette at 1,000 meters. We 
trained on standard silhouettes that 
had two inches cut off all the way 
around to simulate the size of a VC. 

I found the weapon to be very 
reliable and accurate. Once when I 
spotted my classmate’s first round 
and raised the target again, his 
second round shattered the spindle 
of the spotter disk. I pulled the 
target, put another spotter in and 
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HANDCUFFS 


] The Dutchman 
If Dept 689 
| P.O.Box 12548 
■1 Overland Park, KS 66212 


tom 


THE DUTCHMAN 


MC/Visa & COD 
Call toll free, or 
use order form below 


£ 3 ? 1 - 800 - 821-5157 

atm below w-ww 


AUTOMATIC FOCUS || NIGHT GUARD 
Binoculars 


IsOUND DETECTORS 


Automatic 

Motion-Sensing 


Jason Perma Focus 

Binoculars that focus AUTOMATICALLY in 
the blink of an eye! NO focusing wheel, NO 
diopter adjustment, NO bars - these binocu¬ 
lars are always in focus whether your target is 
near or far (from 40' to infinity). The secret is 
INFINITE DEPTH OF FIELD, which Jason 
Perma Focus binoculars have, and which 
conventional binoculars do not. Just put 
these hi-tech binocs to your eyes...zero in on 
your target...and you’re in focus PRONTO. 
Think of it - never miss a play, passing deer or 
significant moment again! Pass from person 
to person without clumsy refocusing. This 
computer designed optical system features 
magnesium fluoride fully coated optics for a 
bright, sharp view. Tough polycarbonate/ 
graphite reinforced body is rubber armoured 
for moisture and shock resistance. Black 
color. Rubber eyecups allow full field viewing 
with or without glasses. Choose from #194,7 
x 35's, discount price $86.00; #196, powerful 
10 x 50‘s, discount price $109.00; and water¬ 
proof #212 7 x 50's (nitrogen filled), discount 
price $244.00. Take advantage of 
Dutch Buying Power and enjoy the most 

revolutioary binoculars available today. 


WORLD WAR II ACTION VIDEOS 


As Low 

As $9.99 each 




$14.50 postpaid 




POLICE CUFFS 

Order our Top Model #28/754 for $25.00, 
holster $8.00 or our Standard Model 
HC-1 for $15.00, holster $4.00. Both, are 
professional cuffs, made of hard steel, 
double locking with two keys. 


DISTANT SOUND 
DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES 
SOUND 5000 
TIMES 

TheVanSleek S 
FARFOON® l 

$148 

Postpaid 


JUST PLUG IT IN...now you’ve got a portable 
security system with built-in alarm AND flood¬ 
light! Does NOT require hard wiring - just plug 
NiteGuard into any standard outlet, aim it to¬ 
wards area you want to protect, and you’ve got 
instant security. Powerful INFRARED SEN¬ 
SOR scans huge area 50-feet long and 100- 
feet wide. When intruder is detected, 
NiteGuard Pal-1 provides DOUBLE protection 
from its floodlight and loud 85db alarm (for 
floodlight only, a switch disarms alarm). You 
can use this security system inside or out. It 
comes with yard spike, wall mounting bracket 
and padded bottom for table top use. TAKE 
NITEGUARD WHERE YOU NEED SECU¬ 
RITY, WHEN YOU NEED SECURITY. Quick & 
easy to use. Bonus: NiteGuard Pal-1 system 
also can operate additional lights automatically 
thanks to receptacle on main unit. This allows 
you illuminate secondary areas or set up an 
entire perimeter security system, all from the 
main sensor. NiteGuard is ideal for protecting 
your home, shop, boat, RV, campsite, plane, 
construction site; perfect for surveillance & 
military applications. Take anywhere - small 
(6 H x 4" x 8") and light (3.5-lbs.). One year 
warranty. $84.00 + $3.50 shipping. 


PORTABLE 
SECURITY ALARM 


This is not a stereo speaker! 


Buy one or buy all ten...they’re simply the finest WW II Action Videos ever made. Narrated by 
Ronald Reagan and James Stewart; directed by John Huston and Frank Capra. Order one video 
for $19.95 + $2.00 shipping; FIVE for $75.00 + $3.50 shipping; ALL TEN for $99.90 + $5.00 
shipping. Choose from these titles: 

DIVIDE & CONQUER - Hitler’s conquest of Europe by Frank Capra BATTLE OF BRITAIN - 
England stands alone, by Frank Capra VICTORY AT SEA - U.S. subs in action + U.S. fighter 
planes in action, narrated by Ronald Reagan BATTLE OF RUSSIA - Chilling footage on the 
Eastern Front STILLWELL ROAD - Gen Joe Stillwell in jungles of Burma, narrated by Ronald 
Reagan THUNDERBOLT- narrated by James Stewart + BATTLE OF CHINA - NUREMBURG 
TRIALS - ATTACK IN THE PACIFIC - BA TTLE OF SAN PIETRO/MARINES HAVE LANDED 


The SU PER 6X is the Loudest and 
Longest Range portable elec¬ 
tronic security (perimeter) alarm 
around! 

Looks like an ordinary desktop stereo speaker, 
but it actually has a powerful infrared sensor 
with a whopping 60 x 60-foot range built into the 
cabinet. Whenever an intruder steps into scan¬ 
ning field, Super 6X emits an incredibly loud, 
piercing alarm. And the whole unit is powered 
by six pen light batteries. Small (7" x 4-1/2" x 
8") and lightweight (about 3-lbs.). Take It any¬ 
where - ideal for ANY security situation in the 
home, shop, work site, yard; for surveillance 
and military applications. Features: security 
key switch arms/disarms the unit; entry and 
exit delay adjustments; automatic reset timer; 
blinking indicator lights; terminal strip with 
built-in ports to accept accessories such as 
sensors on doors/windows, AC adaptor, pres¬ 
sure sensitive mat, external hom, etc. One 
year warranty. The Super 6X will absolutely 
BLOW YOU AWAY with its range and loud db 
alarm. Order TODAY for just $68.50 postpaid. 


SECRET EAR I 


The most sophisticated yet developed. Made 
for professional hunters to hear approaching 
animals at a great distance, the VanSleek has 
now been discovered by the security industry. 
On city terrain sounds leap across blocks and 
streets. Guards are using VanSleek in prison 
yards to listen to convicts. The range of uses of 
the VanSleek Farfoon is astonishing and satis¬ 
faction is overwhelming. Receptivity plus. 
VanSleek is superior to direct receiver 
products...utilizes a built-in 3-1/2” parabolic 
dish for Sound Mirror effect previously found 
only on larger, more expensive units. Conven¬ 
ient size, small enough for use in tight places. 
Weighs about 2-lbs. Solid-state circuitry. Pow¬ 
ered by 6 pen-light batteries for increased am¬ 
plitude. $148.00 postpaid and worth it! 


For Protection $169.00 
& Surveillance 

Via Your ~ ~~ 

Tele-Monitor / f • rjp Jjf 

listen in on a 

activities on any premises m 

via the telephone. Small device ( 5 Yt” x 3 ^" x 1~) plugs 
into any modular jack. Does not require beeper/pager; takes 
just a touch tone phone. Simply call number Tele-Monitor 
is attached to, access by pushing the correct touch-tone 
buttons. Dnce activated, super sensitive mike picks up the 
most minute of sounds. Monitor computer & printer 
operations while you’re away; use for security to hear any 
unusual sounds — smoke alarm, surge alarm, cries for 
help, muffled sounds of burglars at work. Compatible with 
any American phone exchange. Up to four units can be 
attached to one phone line, so you can monitor from room 
to room. Norma! phone operations are not affected. 
American-made, state-of-the-art and priced right for just 
$169.00 (additional units $150.00 each). 


BUG BOX 


You Need The 
BUG BOX 
For Telephone 
Privacy i— 


Assure complete telephone privacy with this 
telephone tap detector. It's the only device we 
know of that prevents same line eavesdropping 
PLUS notilies you of unauthorized intrusion 
onto your line. While most tap-detectors must 
screw onto your phone's mouthpiece, the BUG 
BOX is totally independent: plug your modular 
phone into tiny (3“ x 2" x r) BUG BOX, then 
plug BUG BOX into the wall jack. Now you’ve 
got TOTAL privacy - BUG BOX’S indicator light 
lets you know if someone is eavesdropping 
AND if someone has intentionally (or uninten¬ 
tionally) tapped your lines inside our outside 
the house from the line feed. BONUS: Attach 
BUG BOX to every phone in your house, then 
you, AND ONLY YOU, can access the phone. 
BUG BOX not only tells you if someone else is 
on the line, it KEEPS THEM OFF with its Pri¬ 
vacy Shut-out Circuit. THEY CANT LISTEN IN 
EVEN IF THEY WANTED TO! Buy one BUG 
BOX and use its indicator fight to tell you if 
someone else has come "on line”; buy as 
many BUG BOX’S as you have phones, and 
have it both ways - total Privacy Shut-out plus 
visible light indicators. We know of NO OTHER 
TAP DETECTOR THAT HAS BOTH THESE 
FEATURES! Order BUG BOX for $48.00 post¬ 
paid, and each additional unit for $30.00 each. 

r MC/VI ” &COD orders""" 

I Call toll free 

| 1-800-821-5157 

Missouri customers (8?e) 221-358! 

J Mail in orders 

| Send <faeck or money order to the *d<fxm 


JUNE 89 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 15 










While other manufacturers blow 
smoke up your tail about being inno¬ 
vators and advancing new designs, 
the plain truth is this: All currently 
mass marketed progressive reloaders are 
licensed for manufacture under Dillon 
Precision patent No. U.S. 4,343,222 

WARRANTY? 

While other manufacturers talk 
about warranty, try this test. Call 
them, tell them that you just bought 
their new press, that you're not 
happy and want a full refund. Or, 
tell them that you have just broken a 
shellplate or some other part and 
that you want a free replacement. 

See what they tell you. Call Lee 
(414) 673-3075 of RCBS (800) 533- 
5000 or Homady at (800) 338-3220. 
You’ll find that once you’ve pur¬ 
chased from them, they don't give a 
damn about you or your business! 
Now try Dillon 1-800-421-7632 and 
you’ll find that only Dillon believes 
enough in their products and their 
customers to offer a 30 day no 
questions asked return policy. 


Hie New Generation 



Only Dillon has this simple war¬ 
ranty: If something breaks we'll fix 
it free for as long as you own your 
press. 


SELECTION 


Only Dillon tailors progressive 
reloaders to your needs whether you're 
a beginner, an experienced single 
stage reloader or a commercial 
operator. Dillon has a progressive 
reloader to fill your needs. 


IT’S YOUR CHOICE 

Compare design, warranty, selec¬ 
tion and price. You'll understand 
why Dillon Precision has sold more 
progressive reloaders than the rest of 
the manufacturers combined. You'll 
see why Dillon Precision leads the 
way in the NEW generation of pro¬ 
gressive reloading. 


THE SQUARE DEAL "B" 


Duplicates Factory Ammunition 
Designed to allow even the 
beginning reloader to duplicate 
factory ammunition, the Dillon 
”SDB" is the most reliable pro¬ 
gressive reloader in the world. 

It is the fastest. It is the most 
accurate. It is the easiest to use. 
It's a square deal. Factory Direct 
at $162.50 complete with carbide 
dies in one caliber. The SDB" is 
available in 45 ACP, 9 mm, 44 
Spc. 44 magnum, 38 cal, 357 
magnum, 45 Long Colt, 41 
magnum, .380 and 
38 super. 


raised it again, only to have him 
shoot out the spindle again. That’s 
three shots in one hole at 100 
meters with iron sights. 

It appears that our illustrious Uncle 
Sam has once again solved a 
nonexistent problem by throwing vast 
quantities of taxpayer money at it 
Michael D. Sharp 
Ponca City, Oklahoma 

Specialized military weapon systems 
will always be points of controversy 
to developers, users and evaluators. 
In essence, you ain't gonna please 
everybody. The M21 SWS — the 
upgraded M14 — has proven its 
worth for more than 25 years and 
will probably remain in service for 
some time to come. The jury's still 
out on the M24. 

It's our learned opinion that the 
only really good pieces of military 
equipment ever developed were the 
P38 can opener, camouflage poncho 
liner, and jungle sleeping shirt... 



O STENCH 
HERE... 


Sirs: 

I’m writing in response to the 
letter by Mr. Shiloh Okole Elanca 
(Flak, SOF, April ’89). 

Please note that there are a lot of 



people who do not think that SOF is 
stench of filth. The editorial coverage 
is not Nazi oriented, nor is it racist. 
I’ve been a subscriber for about 10 
years and assure you that many 
races of people have graced the 
cover and been written about at 
length. Also please note that the 
editors disagree with the U.S. 
Government almost all the time! I 
ask you Mr. Elanca, where else on 
this planet is this possible? 

I have a graduate degree in 
international business, travel 
frequently, and have gained an 
excellent perspective on the world. 
My parents and I are direct victims 
of communism and socialist bliss. 

P.J. 

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 


L INDBERGH’S 
CLOSE CALL... 

Sirs: 

I read Mr. Steve Furimsky, Jr.’s 
article (SOF, January ’89) with great 
interest. I was particularly interested 
in the comments concerning Charles 
Lindbergh flying with the Marines. 

It should be noted that Lindbergh 
also flew P-38 Lightnings with the 
U.S. Army Air Corp’s 475th Fighter 
Squadron based in New Guinea. 
During this period Lindbergh was 
able to shoot down several Japanese 
planes, which weren’t recorded 
because he was a civilian technical 
adviser. What also wasn’t recorded 
was the fact that Lindbergh was 
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From Dilon Precision 


DILLON PRECISION'S RL550B THE NEW DILLON RL1050 




The world’s most versatile 
progressive reloader. 

The Dillon RL550B is available 
in over 115 different rifle and 
pistol calibers. Automatic pow¬ 
der and primer systems make 
the Dillon RL550B incredibly 
simple for a beginner, as well 
as quickly producing match 
grade ammo for the 
professional. Ross 
Seyfried says in 
GUNS and AMMO 
Magazine, "Dollar 
for dollar, combined 
with their customer 
service, the 
Dillon 

RL550B is the 
greatest 
reloading 
machine 
on the face 
of the earth." 
Factory direct $249.95. 


A Commercial 
Reloader’s Dream 
Come True 


The new model 
RL1050 is a large 
capacity machine 
for the advanced 
shooter and the 
commercial re¬ 
loader. A large 
well built, 
sturdy press 
weighing in at 

over 50 
pounds, the 
RL1050 had 
its origin in the 
requests of 
many customers 
for a press 
with a 
higher 
capacity 


than the well known RL550B, yet 
with out the high price tag of other 
commercial reloaders. 

Priced at $850.00, complete with dies, 
the Dillon RL1050 will reload most 
popular pistol calibers and .223 rifle. 

Factory Direct 

Only Dillon Precision sells direct to the re¬ 
loader, no middlejnan profits. Call us TOLL 
FREE. A Member of our staff will be glad 
to take your call. Please have your Visa or 
Master Card ready when you call. If you 
prefer , we will ship C.O.D. cash with no 
extra C.O.D. charge. All Presses are shipped 
freight paid within the continental U.S. 
(except APO's). 

Call Toll Free 

1-800-421- 7632. 

In Arizona 602-948-8009. 


Free Catalog: 

Write for free catalog and 
newsletter membership 


Di"°n 

lllrecis 

Prod ix 

■ 7442 


recision 

Products, Inc. 

7442 E. Butherus Drive 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 


almost shot down on one of these 
missions. Lindbergh was attacked 
while flying an air superiority mission 
over Peleliu Island. 

Lindbergh’s wartime missions are 
described in The Last Hero: Charles 
Lindbergh by Walter S. Ross. 
Lindbergh also described these 
missions in his book, The Wartime 
Journals of Charles Lindbergh . 

Keep up the good work with the 
magazine. I’ve been a subscriber for 
almost 10 years. I particularly like 
David Isby’s articles as I knew him 
when he was designing wargames. 
Rolfe L. Hillman 111 
Arlington, Virginia 


S OF IGNORED 

BY MASS MEDIA... 

Sirs: 

One night last February I 
happened to tune in to a cable 
station on TV and watched a 
discussion concerning the lack of 
good press coverage on the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan. They really 
blasted each other for lack of 
coverage in that 10-year war. They 
commented on why no one cared 
enough about Afghanistan or even 
mentioned the atrocities committed 
there. Not one of the panelists even 


mentioned SOFs coverage. 

SOF should make its part known 
to these people. 

Donald Martinez 

Bellflower, California 

They know ; but to acknowledge 
SOFs role in covering the war in 
Afghanistan would be embarrassing. 
The reason the mainsteam media 
did such a lousy job on Afghanistan 
is because the mountains are tall 
and the guerrillas almost always 
walk. It f s usually intolerably hot and 
dusty ; or viciously cold. The Afghans 
are reckless and frustrating to work 
with . It takes a long time to go from 
point A to point B. There are no 
press conferences around the hotel 
bar. There are in fact no bars or 
hotels. Traveling inside Afghanistan 
one had to be prepared for thirst 
hunger and disease, especially 
dysentery. Finally, the communist 
policy of shooting or throwing 
journalists in prison did not make 
Afghanistan a sought after 
assignment. Of those who ventured 
inside, most went once. The Afghans 
even have a joke about it, they say, 
“There are those who have been to 
Afghanistan and there are those who 
come again. ” 

SOF did not get the first reporter 
inside Afghanistan, but since Spring 


1980 we've been there more often , 
with more people, and gone farther 
inside for longer periods^ of time than 
any magazine, newspaper or 
broadcast media in the Western 
world. In November 1987 SOF had 
six reporters separately humping 
Afghanistan’s mountains. If 
conditions allow, when Kabul falls 
we hope to get a team shot of “the 
Gang” in front of the Afghan 
Ministry of Defense. If they all 
manage to rendezvous we could 
have up to eight reporters on hemd 
for the festivities. Every one of them 
will be from the “those who came 
again ” class. 


LETTERS 

Your input has made FLAK 
one of SOF’s most popular 
columns. Write and tell us your 
opinion of SOF or any subject 
you consider worth our readers’ 
attention. We reserve the right 
to edit for content and brevity. 
Send letters to FLAK, c/o SOF, 
PO Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. * 
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FBI CONSIDERS 10MM 

I understand the FBI is taking a long, 
hard look at the 10mm Auto pistol car¬ 
tridge. What is the current status of this 
project? 

Mike Pastika 
Phoenix, AZ 

The FBI has just submitted an RFP (Re¬ 
quest For Proposal) to Smith & Wesson 
for9,500 units based upon the M4506.45 
ACP pistol and chambered for either the 
10mm Auto as now produced or a version 
with a somewhat shortened case . In its 
final form, the pistol will feature a 10- to 
12-round staggered-column magazine 
and Wayne Novak's high-visibility, non¬ 
snag, fixed sights. However, the S&W de¬ 
sign places the barrel's axis relatively high 
above the hand and thus exaggerates any 
tendency for muzzle jump. SOF has 
already tested the FBI 10mm load. It con¬ 
sists of Sierra's Power Jacket 180-grain 
JHP bullet propelled by five and two- 
tenths grains of Bullseye. Although the 
FBI tests were conducted with a 6-inch 
test barrel, we fired this ammunition 
through a Colt Delta Elite with a 5-inch 
barrel. The average velocity, 10 feet from 
the muzzle, was 965 fps. Penetration in 
soft tissue was an adequate 13.6 to 15 
inches, with full expansion of the bullet to 
.654 caliber. 



MP40 BARREL REST 


While I agree for the most part with your 
FULL AUTO column on the MP40 sub¬ 
machine gun in the September ’87 issue 
of SOF, I must take exception to your 
comments on the barrel rest. As you can 
see from the enclosed German manual on 
this weapon, the “widerlager” was indeed 
designed as an armored-vehicle firing- 
port rest. 

Warren W. Odegard 

Northridge, CA 

I must bow to the expertise of Warren 
Odegard, a highly respected authority on 
German World War II small arms and the 
several other readers who wrote to dis¬ 
pute my rather flippant dismissal of this 
theory. A rather loose translation of the 
pertinent portion of the manual reads as 
follows: ‘The widerlager (abutment) re¬ 
duces the jumping back (recoil) of the MP 
during shooting out of the panzerwagen 
and the like. The schiene (rib or support 
rail) serves to protect the barrel during 
shooting out of a panzershorten (armored 
car).” 


DANISH GRENADE 

Enclosed is a drawing of a grenade 1 
have been unable to identify. Someone 



FULL AUTO 


Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


More Mr. Machine Gun’s Mailbag 



suggested that it is a World War II German 
“ e gg” grenade. Is this true or not? 

Tom Foster 
Los Angeles, CA 

Source material on older hand gre¬ 
nades is hard to come by. Many 
thousands of inert specimens of this gre¬ 
nade were imported to the United States 
about 20 years ago. It is, in fact, the Dan¬ 
ish Model 1923 offensive grenade . It has a 
heavy steel body, which was normally 
painted gray, brass fuse fitting, peculiar 
copper wire pull-safety and is most com¬ 
monly stenciled with the number ‘ 23" on 
the side of the body. 


WOOD & LEATHER 
PRESERVATIVES 

You have mentioned G96 Gun Treat¬ 
ment, PARR All Weather Weapons Lube 
and Shooter’s Choice bore cleaner on 
many occasions, but what do you use to 
preserve wood furniture and leather slings 
on your firearms? 

Bill Brooks 
Montgomery, AL 

I treat oiled gunstocks with a mixture of 
equal parts linseed oil, turpentine and 
white vinegar. After this has dried, I apply 
Renaissance Micro-Crystalline Wax, 
which is available from Conservation 
Materials, Ltd. (Dept SOF, PO. Box 
2884, Sparks, NV 89431; phone 702- 
331-0582). For leather slings and 
accoutrements, I use Pecard Leather 
Dressing exclusively. A six-ounce contain¬ 
er can be purchased for $5.50, postpaid, 
from R. Stephen Dorsey (Dept SOF, P. O. 


Box 263, Eugene, OR 97440; phone 
503-937-3348). Finally, to remove light 
rust from metal surfaces without damag¬ 
ing the bluing, try Frontier Metal Cleaner, 
which is manufactured by the Big 45 
Frontier Gun Shop (Dept SOF, 515 Cliff 
Avenue, Valley Springs, SD 57068; 
phone 605-757-6248). 


GALIL ASSAULT RIFLE 



Almost six years have passed since you 
evaluated the Galil assault rifle in the July 
’83 issue of SOF, Has continued exposure 
to this system resulted in any significant 
change in your original high opinion of 
Israel’s version of the Kalashnikov? 

Jim Caras 

Glenview, IL 

As long as the Galil is employed as no 
more than an infantry rifle, that is, primar¬ 
ily in the semiauto mode with occasional 
bursts of full-auto fire, its useful life span 
will match any of its competitors. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the IDF has insisted on using the 
Galil as a SAW (Squad Automatic 
Weapon), all too often subjecting it to long 
bursts of sustained fire. Its heavy, forged 
receiver was supposed to serve as an 
adequate heat sink for this purpose. 
However, it does not have a quick-change 
barrel, and over-heating has sometimes 
wreaked havoc with this rifle. One of my 
most reliable sources has recently ex¬ 
amined several thousand well-worn Galils 
in Israel, offered for sale at about $15 
each. In almost every instance, the dove¬ 
tails at the rear of the gas tube, used to 
attach this component to the receiver, 
were sheared off. In addition, all of the 
receivers were cracked on their right side 
in front of the selector lever, both on the 
interior guide rail and the exterior. Both 
types of failure are sure indications of heat 
absorption beyond the system's capacity 
to relieve it. Infantry rifles simply cannot 
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THE EDGE COMPANY 

P.O, BOX 826 
BRATTLE BOBO, VT 03301 


white, black; or 
blue-eYa". An incredi¬ 
ble knife Qn sale 
only while 


1*800-445-1021 

OR SEND TO: 


Model 


supplies last: 


Limit 2 per 


Swift. 

Silent, 

and 

Ready 

When 

You 

Are . 


P.Q. ftOX 825. BRATTLEiORO, VT 


#108 | 


1 - 800 - 445-1021 


NATO I 


Gentlemen, 


I have been told that the three-shot 
burst mechanism available in the Heckler 
& Koch series of weapons is fragile and 
easily damaged. Furthermore, it’s ru¬ 
mored that U.S. Navy Seal Team 6 had a 
serious accident several years ago be¬ 
cause of this device, and that it caused 
them to switch to an ambidextrous trigger- 
pack without this feature. Is there any sub¬ 
stance to this? 

O. Bender 

Hartford, CT 

Your information is only partially cor¬ 
rect The Seals did experience a problem 
in one of their fun houses that resulted in 
an injury when someone was stitched with 
eight or 10 rounds by an MP5 set to three- 
shot burst Shortly thereafter ; they did 
adopt a trigger group without three-shot 
burst capability. However ; in my opinion, 
the accident was caused by improper dis¬ 
assembly and reassembly of the trigger 
mechanism. Unless the proper procedure 
is employed, the three-shot burst trigger 
mechanism will invariably be damaged to 
the extent that repair will be required at 
H&K’s Obemdorf facility. 

However ; the trigger mechanism must 
be removed occasionally from its plastic 
housing as brass shavings and other de¬ 
bris accumulate in this area. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, this information is not provided in the 
H&K manuals. To avoid problems pro¬ 
ceed as follows. Work from the leftside of 
the trigger housing. During the entire pro¬ 
cedure the selector will be rotated 360 
degrees counter-clockwise only. Start 
with the hammer forward (uncocked) and 
the selector set to <( Safe. ” Push the bent 
release-lever inside the mechanism and 
next to the ejector down with a tool, and at 
the same time rotate the selector counter¬ 
clockwise until its tail (not the white line) 
rests at the 12 o'clock position. Remove 
the right-side selector lever. Remove the 
left-side selector assembly, taking care to 
maintain the spring-loaded shaft on the 
right side of the trigger mechanism on its 
stud. Grasp the hammer between the 
thumb and index finger and withdraw the 
trigger mechanism from its housing. Clean 
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serve as SA Ws without costly penalty over 
the long haul. Not to worry, as those with 
semiautomatic-only Galils will never be 
able to subject them to this kind of abuse, 
and my overall opinion of the Galil re¬ 
mains as high as previously. 


HK THREE-SHOT BURST 
MECHANISM 
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Back View 


ONLY EDGE COMPANY KNIVES ARE GUARANTEED FOREVER. 


VN27WW 

Exclusive Embroidered 

TmrJwfiet 


■ Dynamic 7 Color Embroidery ’ * Choose jacket shell ol black nylon or 100% npstop cotton tiger 

* Two finely detailed designs to choose from stnpe canto 

' Designed by a Vietnam vet * Styled after the famous A2 flight peket 

* 20 ol Vietnam's most infamous battle areas * Epaulets, stash pockets, steeve packet, eiastcized waist and cuffs 

’ Handcrafted 

* Compose features taken from VN service campaign and Cross ol Gallantry medals 


f I’M take._Model #108 at 512.95 

I each; and_Model #120-M at $19.95 

i each. 

j Please rush to: 


| City_St_Zip_ 

I Tm over eighteen: _______ 

. Add $2.00 shipping and insurance per 
kit. 

J □ Check or money order enclosed, j 

I □ VISA/MC#_ - EXP_| 

| Sorry, no Edge Onyx- Card or other discounts j 
| on these already low prices. SF-689 


*Attn. Collectors arid Sportsmen: Though legal in parts form, in certain areas the comptelion 
of Ihese kits may violate certain laws. Please check your area betore ordering or assembling. 
.... . ^compliance with any such law ts the purchaser'6 responsibility. 


Back satin nylon shefl. A2 styled, embroidered 

100% Cotton tiger stripe shell. A2 styled, embroidered ...... 

Indicate: size, lacket number, cenler design 
Payment: check, mt’l money order.— US funds onty 
Please include 20% cost of jacket for handling and postage. 

Send to; R. M Montgomery. Prakanong Post Office, Box 742. Bangkok 
THAILAND 10110 
Allow 6-6 weeks for delivery 


MILITARY 


Lock and load 
the most famous 
automatic in the 
worid! Eight inches 
of ram-snap fuli-auto 
action, with a front 
opening blade of 
solid Vanadium S/S. 
O.D. grips, trimmed 
in gun-metal black. A 
well tuned machine. On 
sale while supplies last: 

$12.95 

Limit 4 per customer. 
























CKRRER BOWIE 



LEGENDARY^** BLADES 

A FistorsCcxnwnv 

"Eat your heart out" Crocodile Dundee. Gerber's long awaited bowie knife is finally here. Inspired by bowie knives of the 
1800‘s, the Australian Bowie is a combination of that century’s great bowie designs and today's advances in the knife 
industry. Rugged ’coffin shaped" Kraton handle with lanyard hole, gives a sure and comfortable grip, even when wet. 
Massive dip point bowie blade is full tang 425 high carbon stainless steel, Rc 53-56. Non-reflectlve blade and guard for 
military applications. Black Cordura sheath made by Blackie Collins includes a Bianchi military spec belt fastener. This 
new Gerber bowie has been "In the works" for almost three years and proves to be well worth the wait. This “Aussie’' Bowie 
has the great QUALITY you’ve come to expect from Gerber at an INCREDIBLE price. 

Retail $125.00 
#GB5978 
Your Price 


$99.95 


Blade lengta: 

91/2* 

Length overall: 

14 3/4* 

Blade thickness: 

5/16* 

Weight, knife: 

18.0 oz 

Weight, shealh: 

6.5 oz 




Send to: CUTLERY SHOPPE 
Dept SF, 5461 Kendall St., Boise, ID 83706 


I 

i 

•0 s TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 0 s 


1 - 800 - 231-1272 


Ge| our full color catalog, with great 
deals an the top knife brands. Just 
sand $1 or call 208-376-0430 to get 
your copy, PLEASE, do not cal! the 
’80CT number as we reserve these 
lines for customers placing orders. 


INFORMATION LINE: 1-208-376-0430 

We're open for your ordering convenience Mon-Fri 8-6, Sat 9-5 Mountain Time 
SHIPPING (per order): $5 to 48 states-$7 P.O, Box, APO & FPO-S8 for C.O.D. 48 states only- 
$10 AK. HI, PR, USVIA Canada. Foreign orders (excluding Canada), please write for shipping 
costs. PAYMENT: We accept VISA, MASTERCARD, C.O.D. (cash only), money orders A checks 
(checks allow 21 extra days after our receipt) FAX Machine Orders; 1 -208-376-7608 



O.VA 
cO V <b N 


Accurize Your AR 



2144. 

...$35.00 



/■ 



Ti n View ™ 

2145. $28.00 


Fine Sight ™ 

2146. ..$14.00 




WORKS LIKE A SET TRIGGER 
Push & twist on 
Push & twist off 
Stainless steel 


Three interchangeable apertures 
sizes: .048 diameter, 

.052 diameter and 1 blank 
to drill your own 


Stepped for elevation 
Precision sight picture 


2150 - Neubert System with removable Bipod Adaptor. Free floates your barrel, 
fits insidehandguard. [Requires minor modification] AR-15/M-16.,.....$49,00 


CHEEK REST 
AR-15/M-16 

Fite AR-1SAM6A-1 ocA-2 
Standard Stock* 

2142-AR Cheek Rest. 



-$14.95 


SCOPE MOUNT 

B/A.R.M.S. 

Chosen by Colt for tie Delta 
H-Bar accepts both Weaver 4 
NATO STANAG scope fastenings. Wide angle see thru, self¬ 
locking thumbnut guaranteed re-zeroing. 

2190.....$42.95 


Eliminate play in the AR-15/M16 Receiver 

Now you can improve accuracy by eliminating 
play between receivers for a more solid feel. 
ACCU-Wedge buffers the cycling system to 
reduce wear on the impacting surfaces. No 
weapon modifications are required. 

2151 - ACCU-Wedge.$4.95 


P.O. Box 1995, Dpt. SF 
El Dorado. AR 71730 


^! 


W] 

. 


m 


Send S2 for complete catalog 


and lightly lubricate the trigger mechan¬ 
ism and its housing. 

Reinstall the trigger mechanism into the 
housing . Make sure the top of the trigger 
mechanism is parallel to the top of the 
housing and that the spring-loaded shaft 
mentioned above remains in place on its 
stud. Insert the left-side selector assembly 
with the tail of the lever set at 12 o'clock. 
The selector assembly will not fit flush 
against the housing at this point in the 
reassembly. Depress the bent release- 
lever inside the trigger mechanism and 
press the left-side selector assembly in 
place, flush against the housing. Replace 
the right-side selector lever. With the 
thumb and second finger, squeeze the two 
selector levers together so that they re¬ 
main flush and tight against the housing 
and turn freely when you continue the 
counter-clockwise rotation. Rotating only 
counter-clockwise, turn the levers to “full 
auto” and then down to “safe.” Follow 
these instructions exactly and you should 
never have any problems with the H&K 
three-shot burst trigger pack To my 
knowledge, this information has never be¬ 
fore appeared in print 


JUNK AMMO 

I recently obtained some 7.62x51mm 
NATO AP ammunition of Israeli origin at a 
local gun show. It’s headstamped with the 
Hebrew characters “sadhe” (s) and 
“taw” (t, th). Sadhe most closely resem¬ 
bles a capital ‘K’ rotated 90 degrees onto 
its side and tau the Greek symbol for the 
letter pi. Headstamped two-digit dates in¬ 
dicate manufacture in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s. It appears to have been 
rained on or immersed in water and also 
subjected to excessive storage tempera¬ 
tures. Some of the cases are both cor¬ 
roded and rust-stained on the outside. 
The rust stains are in the shape of machine 
gun links. The bullets are sealed at the 
case mouth with what appears to be 
asphalt. The sealant has become so har¬ 
dened that I lifted one end of my 200- 
pound loading bench off the floor while 
attempting to pull the bullets out of the 
cases! Upon removal of the bullets a 
strong acidic odor was evident. Examina¬ 
tion of the case interiors also revealed se¬ 
vere corrosion. It doesn’t take a genius to 
imagine the probable results of firing this 
kind of ammunition. 

Harvey J. Wilson 

Boulder Creek, CA 

Reader Wilson’s information and warn¬ 
ing are well advised. Spending hundreds, 
or even thousands, of dollars for a rare 
military rifle or machine gun and then 
pumping the cheapest surplus trash one 
can locate down its bore , is the epitome of 
stupidity. Not only will the accuracy be far 
below the weapon’spotential, but the rec¬ 
ipe for destruction of the firearm and 
possible serious injury to the shooter is 
premixed. Ammunition of this quality is 
worth no more than the value of the pul¬ 
led bullets. * 
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SHIPPING 


limn # 
□ W(H 
>§ □ OHv 


N ■ Cartridge Holder Hat Band 

■ Jungle Hats - (except Dessert Ca ™> 

These “boome hats" are the real thing 1 ! Each in 100% ... ^ ir> 

cotton ripstop. Sizes: S(7); M(7Vi): l{Vh)\ XL(7%). Wa ste Em All ■ Item #T-715 Bad to the Bone ■ Item #T-760 
Choose: 

□ Woodland Camo.Item #H-210 

□ Olive Drab (OD) Green.Item #H-225 please j nc | U( je appropriate shipping costs from ch 

□ Tiger stripe camo.Item #H-Z3U each order Amounts shown include costs of posts 

□ Solid Black.Item #H-235 insurance and handling. 

d Khaki.Item #H-240 Orders up to SI0.00. 

Choose Anyone.$12.95. Orders from S10 01 fo 20.00 . 

■ Orders from $20.01 lo 35.00 . 

Jungle Hat - A copy of the real thing, 0rders from S35 01 t0 50 00 

made in the USA. A great value at $7.95/each! orders from $ 50.01 to 70.00 . 

Item #H-245. Select: Orders from S70.01 to 90.00 

□ Woodland Camo □ Tiger Stripe Camo Orders over $90.00 

□ Olive Drab (OD) Green □ Black ^ Canadian Ordere-Send Double Amount Ini 

M * is 


Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with 
each order. Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, 
insurance and handling. 

Orders up to $10.00. $3.75 

Orders from $10 01 to 20.00 . 4.50 

Orders from $20.01 lo 35.00 . 5.25 

Orders from $35.01 to 50.00 . 5.90 

Orders from $50.01 to 70.00 . 6.90 

Orders from $70.01 to 90.00 . 7.90 ' 

Orders over $90.00 . 8.90 1 

Canadian Ordere-Send Double Amount Indicated. m 1 


We’re America’s *j 
>T Army & Navy Store!! 

I ViinrrY Aiamffl 

ORDER TOLL FREE ■ 
1-800-545-0933 ■ 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 
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World's 

deadliest 



SPECIAL [BICES 
QIMIAT 

flllNG 

JECHNIQBI5 


PUT 'EM DOWN. 
TAKE ’EM OUT! 


Knife Fighting 
Techniques from 
Folsom Prison: 


How To C»t 
ANYTHING 




RIMfire 

K'TTLEguns 




MAKE 'EM PAY 

Ultimate Revenge Techniques from 
the Master Trickster 
Want to see your enemies grovel at 
your feet? The meanest man in the 
world and author of the infamous Get 
Even brings you more dirty tricks, 
schemes, scams and stunts. Getting 
back at a landlord, politician, sales¬ 
man, utility, restaurant, or super¬ 
market is a cinch with over 130 
creatively nasty techniques. For 
enferta/nmenf purposes only! 516 x 
8%, hardcover, 224 pp. $17.95 


SPECIAL FORCES COMBAT 
FIRING TECHNIQUES 

by Frank A. Moyer and 
Robert }. Scroggie 

The Uzi, Finnish Soumi and Soviet 
AKM assault rifle are among the 
more than 60 American and foreign 
firearms tested in this U.S. Army 
study. Discover the most effective 
positions, best response maneuvers 
and best kill-hit areas, illustrated by 
dozens of photos, in this compre¬ 
hensive manual. 816 x 11, hardcover, 
photos, 120 pp. $19.95 


PUT ’EM DOWN, TAKE ’EM OUT} 
Knife Fighting Techniques 
From Folsom Prison 

by Don Pentecost 

Anyone, including you, can be the 
subject of a knife attack. Maximize 
your chances for survival by learning 
realistic aspects of knife attack and 
defense. These deadly techniques 
were developed in the violence of 
Folsom Prison and go far beyond 
what you learn in karate class. 
516 x 816, softcover, 50 photos, 
64 pp. $8.00 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi¬ 
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretlybug 
any target! Info on lock-pick tech¬ 
nology, how polygraphs and voice 
lie detectors can be tricked and 
much more, including more than 
100 sources for equipment and 
superspy systems. 814 x 11, soft- 
cover, illus., 264 pp. $30.00 


LONG-RANGE PATROL 
OPERATIONS: Reconnaissance, 
Combat, and Special Operations 

by fames W. ()im) England 
Master Sergeant, U.S. Army (Ret). 
This invaluable resource—the most 
comprehensive text on LRP avail¬ 
able anywhere—contains the more 
unique aspects of the deep-pene¬ 
tration nature of the LRP ops in 
today's combat environment. 814 x 
11, softcover, illus, 336 pp. $14.95 


WORLD’S DEADLIEST 
RIMFIRE BATTLEGUNS 

by J.M. Ramos 

The .22 rimfire round has been the most widely used cartridge in the world for more than a 
century, fired from countless pistols, rifles and revolvers. In the high-tech eighties, rimfire 
weapon options are more sophisticated and varied than ever. Combining the latest ultra high 
velocity magnum rounds with today’s fast-firing machine pistols, submachine guns and 
assault rifles has produced totally new, revolutionary close-quarter weapon systems. This 
heavily illustrated book shows you international rimfire assault weapon innovations from 
World War II to the present, including exciting prototypes and never-before-published 
illustrations of experimental and limited-production models. 5 V 2 x 8V&, softcover, photos, 
illus., 184 pp. $14.00 
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SPECIAL 

FORCES 

HAN0B00K 



U.5. flRMV 
SPECIAL FORCES 
A-TEAM 


VIETNAM 
COMBAT MANUAL 


TO RIDE, SHOOT STRAIGHT AND 
SPEAK THE TRUTH 

by Jeff Cooper 

Combat mind-set, proper sighting, 
tactical residential architecture, 
nuclear war — these are some of the 
many subjects explored by Jeff 
Cooper in this illustrated anthology. 
The author also discusses various 
arms, fighting skills and the impor¬ 
tance of knowing how to defend 
oneself, and one's honor, in our 
rapidly changing world. 514 x 814, 
hardcover, illus., 384 pp. $26.00 


SWITCHBLADE 
The Ace of Blades 

by Ragnar Benson 

Snap. For most people, the click of 
a switchblade is an ominous sound. 
Once the symbol of the street hood¬ 
lum, these knives are experiencing 
renewed interest from those who 
understand the value of a good 
one-handed blade. Now get solid 
information on laws, uses, types of 
mechanisms and more. 516 x 814, 
softcover, photos, illus., 104 pp. 

$10.00 


SPECIAL FORCES HANDBOOK 

Covers such topics as guerrilla tac¬ 
tics and the composition of opera¬ 
tional detachments; demolition 
techniques, such as cratering, rail 
cuts, and improvised incendiaries; 
unconventional warfare; guerrilla 
forces' missions; air operations; 
weapons; communications; first-aid 
techniques and survival skills. 4 Va x 
6, softcover, illus., 216 pp. $8.00 


SCREW UNTO OTHERS 
Revenge Tactics for All Occasions 
Watch out! The Master Trickster is 
back with over 140 mischievous tac¬ 
tics custom-designed for that special 
someone who has made your life 
miserable. This revenge manual 
shows how to use technology, ma¬ 
nure, newspapers, and more to help 
you savor your vengeance and leave 
you chortling! Choose your victim 
with care then give him hell! For 
entertainment purposes only! 514 x 
814, hardcover, 240 pp. $17.95 


U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
A-TEAM VIETNAM COMBAT 
MANUAL 

This is the real thing, a reprint of the 
A Detachment Handbook issued to 
all Special Forces A-Teams during 
the Vietnam War. Everything from 
camp construction to interrogation 
procedures to psyops is covered. A 
must for collectors of military and 
Vietnam memorabilia. 814 x 11, soft- 
cover, illus., 296 pp. $19.95 
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WITH 

BRITISH 

SNIPERS 

TO THE REICH 


by Captain C. Shore 

Foreword By ftler R Semch 


COMBAT REVOLVERS 
The Best (and Worst) 

Modern Wheelguns 

by Duncan Long 

This is a no-ho!ds-barred look at 
modern combat revolvers. All the 
major foreign and domestic guns 
are covered: the Colt Python, S&W 
Model 29, Ruger GP 100 and hun¬ 
dreds more. Know the gun that 
you may one day stake your life 
on. 814 x 11softcover, 115 photos, 
152 pp. $16.95 


REVENGEVILLE 

Sick Humour for the Deranged Mind 

by Michael Connor 
Come join us on a punitive expedi¬ 
tion into the jungles of wild justice, 
as Connor shows you the rewards of 
creative spite. Use dolls, fleas, pigs, 
piranhas and more to pay back the 
bullies who torment you. Go beyond 
good taste—discover British humor 
with a vengeance! For entertainment 
purposes only! 514 x 814, hardcover, 
illus., 182 pp. $17.95 


HIDDEN THREAT 
A Guide to Covert Weapons 

by Mark Smith 

Belt buckle guns, personal flame¬ 
throwers, knives disguised as pens 
or lighters, booby-trapped shotguns 
— these are disguised weapons in 
use on the streets. This insider's 
guide, compiled from confidential 
police files, reveals over 150 inno¬ 
cent-looking items that pose a ser¬ 
ious threat. 514 x 814, softcover, 
photos, illus., 168 pp. $12.00 


THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 
U.S. SNIPING 

by Peter R. Senich 
Trace American sniping materiel 
Irom its infancy to today’s sophisti¬ 
cated systems with this volume, 
compiled from Senich’s early books, 
Limited War Sniping and The 
Pictorial History of U.S. Sniping. 
Almost 400 photos, plus information 
gleaned from official documents and 
military archives, pack this definitive 
work. 814 x 11, hardcover, 375 pho¬ 
tos, 288 pp. $34.95 


WITH BRITISH SNIPERS TO 
THE REICH 

by Captain C. Shore 
One of the great books on military 
shooting, With British Snipers to 
the Reich focuses on the British 
sniper—his techniques and weap¬ 
ons. Captain C. Shore offers info 
only a man who has stalked an 
enemy in combat could know, and 
includes observations on the for¬ 
eign weapons he encountered on 
the battlefields. 514 x 8V4, hardcover, 
photos, 400+ pp. $24.95 



— WANTED — 

ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS ON MARTIAL ARTS, 
SURVIVAL, MILITARY SCIENCE, WEAPONRY, 
REVENGE AND OTHER RELATED SUBJECTS. 
SEND A COPY OF THE MANUSCRIPT TO 
PALADIN PRESS, P.O. BOX 1307, BOULDER, 
COLORADO 80306. 
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OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


ESPIONAGE & INVESTIGATIONS 

WIRETAPPING AND ELECTRONIC 

SURVEILLANCE.$10.95 

COVERT SURVEILLANCE & ELECTRONIC 

PENETRATION.$10.95 

HOW TO AVOID ELECTRONIC EAVESDROPPING AND 

PRIVACY INVASION.$12.95 

HOW TO FIND MISSING PERSONS: A HANDBOOK FOR 

INVESTIGATORS.$ 9.95 

MAKING SPIES: A TALENT SPOTTER’S 

HANDBOOK.$19.95 

UNDERCOVER WORK; A COMPLETE HANDBOOK .. $10.95 

FINDER’S FEE: THE SKIP TRACER'S TEXT.$19.95 

YOU CAN FIND ANYONE!.$11.95 

DEA CLASSIFIED INTELLIGENCE REPORTS: IN¬ 
SIDE SECRETS OF THE SMUGGLING TRADE.$15.00 

SPYGAME: WINNING THROUGH SUPER 
TECHNOLOGY.$30.00 

ACTION CAREERS 

THE RESCUERS; THE WORLD’S TOP 

ANTI-TERRORIST UNITS.$19.95 

SABERTOOTH: THE RIP-ROARING ADVENTURES 

OF A LEGENDARY GAME WARDEN.$19.95 

CAREERS IN SECRET OPERATIONS: HOW TO BE A 

FEDERAL INTELLIGENCE OFFICER.$ 8.95 

DETECTIVE'S PRIVATE INVESTIGATION TRAINING 

MANUAL.$14.95 

KEEP ’EM ALIVE: THE BODYGUARD’S TRADE.$10.00 

DEAD CLIENTS DON’T PAY: THE BODYGUARD'S 

MANUAL.$12.00 

BOUNTY HUNTER.$12.00 

OBTAINING YOUR PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR'S 

LICENSE.$8.00 

ACTION CAREERS: EMPLOYMENT IN THE HIGH-RISK 

JOB MARKET.$19.95 

BODYGUARDING: A COMPLETE MANUAL.$14.95 


WEAPONS 


THE AR-15/M16: A PRACTICAL GUIDE.$16.95 

MODERN BALLISTIC ARMOR: CLOTHING. BOMB 
BLANKETS. SHIELDS. VEHICLE PROTECTION ... 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW .$ 8.00 

SELECT FIRE 10/22.$10.00 

STREETSWEEPERS: THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 

COMBAT SHOTGUNS.$17.95 

FIREARMS FOR SURVIVAL .$16.95 

THE MINI-14: THE PL INKER. HUNTER. ASSAULT. 

AND EVERYTHING ELSE RIFLE.$10.00 

THE M9 9MM SEMIAUTO PISTOL: 

OPERATOR’S MANUAL.$ 6.00 

COMBAT AMMUNITION: EVERYTHING YOU NEED 

TO KNOW.$19.95 

THE GDG REPORTS: EXOTIC AND COVERT 

WEAPONS.$15.00 

THE COMBAT SHOTGUN AND SUBMACHINE GUN: 

A SPECIAL WEAPONS ANALYSIS.$16.95 


KNIVES & KNIFE FIGHTING 

SURVIVAL/FIGHTING KNIVES.$14.00 

WARRIOR’S GUIDE TO KNIFE FIGHTING.$12.95 

COLD STEEL.S16.95 

COMMANDO DAGGER: THE COMPLETE ILLUSTRATED 
HISTORY OF THE FAIRBAIRN-SYKES FIGHTING 

KNIFE.$29.95 

BLOODY IRON.$10.00 

BLADE MASTER: ADVANCED SURVIVAL SKILLS FOR 

THE KNIFE FIGHTER.$10.00 

THE COMPLETE BLADESMITH: FORGING YOUR WAY 

TO PERFECTION.$25.00 

SLASH AND THRUST.S 8.00 


NEW I.D. & MONEY 

CONSTRUCTION OF SECRET HIDING PLACES.$ 8.00 

GUERRILLA CAPITALISM: HOW TO PRACTICE 
FREE ENTERPRISE IN AN UNFREE ECONOMY .... $11.95 

FLIMFLAM MAN: HOW CON GAMES WORK.$17.95 

MONEY FOR NOTHING: RIP-OFFS, CONS AND 

SWINDLES .$17.95 

SAVE YOUR LICENSE.,.$14.95 

HOW TO HIDE ANYTHING.$10.00 

ARMCHAIR MILLIONAIRE .$ 8.95 

GUERRILLA TACTICS IN THE JOB MARKET: HOW TO 

WIN THE JOB OF YOUR LIFE . $19.95 

DISGUISE TECHNIQUES: FOOL ALL OF THE PEOPLE 

SOME OF THE TIME.$ 8.00 

HOW TO USE MAIL DROPS FOR PRIVACY AND 

PROFIT.$12.50 

THE ECONOMIC GUERRILLA: A GOLDEN 

OPPORTUNITY HANDBOOK.$ 8.00 

CLEAN SLATE: THE NEW LAWS.$24.95 

THE BIG BOOK OF SECRET HIDING PLACES.$12.00 

DIRECTORY OF U.S. MAIL DROPS: WITH AN 

APPENDIX FOR FOREIGN COUNTRIES.$ 9.95 

FINANCIAL INVESTMENT EXPERTISE: THE COMPLETE 
GUIDE TO TERMS, DEFINITIONS, AND 

WINNING STRATEGIES.$17.95 

TAKE THE MONEY AND STRUT! A PRIVATE 
INVESTIGATOR’S GUIDE TO COLLECTING A 

BAD DEBT.$19.95 

ALL ABOUT CARNIVALS: CARNY CONS.$ 6.00 

POLICE SCIENCE 

THE POLICE SNIPER: A COMPLETE HANDBOOK ... $12.95 

NEVER SAY LIE.$19.95 

S.W.A.T. TACTICS.$10.00 

S.W.A.T. TEAM MANUAL.$12.00 

S.W.A.T. TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT .$14.00 

THE FINGERPRINT IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM.$10.00 

LEGAL HANDBOOK FOR SPECIAL AGENTS.$12.00 

FBI WOUND BALLISTIC EVALUATION.$ 8.00 

THEY WRITE THEIR OWN SENTENCES: THE FBI 

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS MANUAL.$ 8.00 

KILL OR GET KILLED.$24.95 

RIOT CONTROL: MATERIEL AND TECHNIQUES .... $19.95 

MILITARY SCIENCE 

PHYSICAL TRAINING OF THE SOVIET SOLDIER .... $ 8.00 

NIGHT FIGHTER’S HANDBOOK.$10.00 

RANGER HANDBOOK.$ 8.00 

DE OPPRESSO LIBER: THE ILLUSTRATED HISTORY 

OF THE U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES.S29.95 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION PARATROOPER COMBAT 

MANUAL.$19.95 

THE GERMAN ASSAULT RIFLE 1935-1945: THE 

DEFINITIVE STUDY.$39.95 

LONG-RANGE PATROL OPERATIONS: RECONNAIS¬ 
SANCE. COMBAT. AND SPECIAL OPERATIONS ... $14.95 

THE SOVIET AIRBORNE FORCES.$ 8.00 

HOW TO KILL TANKS.$ 8.00 

BORDER SECURITY/ANTI-INFILTRATION 

OPERATIONS.$10.00 

SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONS TECHNIQUES.$17.95 

THE PARTISAN FIGHTER'S MANUAL.$ 8.00 


REVENGE & HUMOR 

TECHNIQUES OF HARASSMENT: HOW THE UNDERDOG 

GETS JUSTICE .$17.95 

GET EVEN 2: MORE DIRTY TRICKS FROM THE 

MASTER OF REVENGE.$17.95 

THE REVENGE BOOK.$ 8.00 

MAD AS HELL: A MASTER TOME OF 

REVENGEMANSHIP.$17.95 

TENANT'S REVENGE: HOW TO TAME YOUR 

LANDLORD.$ 6.95 

YOUR REVENGE IS IN THE MAIL.$ 9.95 

THE SQUEAKY WHEEL: COMPLAINING FOR 

FUN & PROFIT.$10.00 

FORGIVE? FORGET IT! CREATIVE REVENGE AT 

ITS BEST.$17.95 

UP YOURS! GUIDE TO ADVANCED REVENGE 
TECHNIQUES.$17.95 


SELF-DEFENSE 


COMMANDO FIGHTING TECHNIQUES.$12.00 

PRINCIPLES OF PERSONAL DEFENSE .$ 8.00 

BLACK MEDICINE 111: LOW BLOWS.$10.00 

FIGHT FOR YOUR LIFE! THE SECRETS OF STREET 

FIGHTING.$ 8.00 

EMPTY HAND, LOADED GUN: THE ULTIMATE SYSTEM 
FOR CLOSE COMBAT.$ 8.00 


GUERRILLA WARFARE 

HANDBOOK FOR VOLUNTEERS OF THE IRISH 

REPUBLICAN ARMY.$ 4.00 

AMBUSH AND COUNTER AMBUSH.$ 6.00 

THE AUSTRALIAN GUERRILLA: SNIPING.$ 8.00 

SECRET FREEDOM FIGHTER: FIGHTING TYRANNY 
WITHOUT TERRORIZING THE INNOCENT.$ 8.95 


SNIPING 


U.S. ARMY SNIPER TRAINING MANUAL 

THE GERMAN SNIPER 1914-1945. 

SNIPING—U.S. MARINE CORPS. 

COUNTER SNIPER GUIDE. 

SNIPER! SNIPER! (VIDEOTAPE). 


SURVIVAL 


SURVIVAL RETREAT. A TOTAL PLAN FOR RETREAT 

DEFENSE.$ 8.00 

SURVIVAL MEDICINE: NATURE'S WAY.$ 8.00 

RAGNAR'S TEN BEST TRAPS . . . AND A FEW 

OTHERS THAT ARE DAMN GOOD, TOO.$10.00 

TRAPPER’S BIBLE: TRAPS. SNARES. AND 

PATHGUARDS.$ 8.00 

AIRCREW SURVIVAL.$14.00 

GOOD BOOZE RECIPE AND COOKBOOK.$ 6.00 

GREAT HIDEOUTS OF THE WEST: AN IDEA BOOK 

FOR LIVING FREE.$ 8.95 

COMBAT SURVIVAL.$14.95 

FUR, FOOD AND SURVIVAL: AN EXPERT’S 
GUIDE TO TRAPPING.$14.95 


PALADIN PRESS 

lOk P.O. BOX 1307— 9FS 
BOULDER, CO 80306 

Phone (303) 443-7250 

Please send me the following titles: 


Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 
1-800-642-8300, ext. 24. Call 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. Call from any state but 
Alaska. Send $1.00 for 50-page CATALOG 
of 300 titles (free with order.) 


FOR CONVENIENT RETAIL 
ORDERING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD, CALL TOLL LREE 

7 days a week, 24 hours a day 
1-800-642-8300, ext. 24. 

Call from any state but Alaska. 


Payment: □ Check or Money Order, □ VISA, □ MasterCard. 

Card No. __ Exp. _____ 


SUBTOTAL _ 
Please include 
$3.50 postage 
and handling . 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! 
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T ODAY’S spy aircraft, satellite systems 
and manned space platforms pose a for¬ 
midable threat to battlefield survival for the 
individual footslogger. Modem remote 
sensing systems may detect your body heat 
or nighttime movements despite every 
reasonable precaution and without your 
even knowing it. Knowledge of the limita¬ 
tions and capabilities of modem observation 
methods and reconnaissance systems are the 
combat soldier’s shield against these spies 
in the sky. 

Imaging Systems 

First let’s look at modem imaging sys¬ 
tems. “Imaging” is the intelligence com¬ 
munity’s buzz word for any technology that 
results in a photograph-like picture. In¬ 
cluded are conventional aerial and satellite 
photography systems, Side Looking Air¬ 
borne Radar (SLAR), infrared (IR) scan¬ 
ners, enhanced-image night observation 
systems, other hyperoptical and multi-band 
remote sensors, and television. 

Imaging systems are classified as “ac¬ 
tive” or “passive” depending on whether 
creating the image requires transmission of 
a signal by the platform, as with SLAR, or 
whether they simply record an image using 
radiation originating from the target or re¬ 
flected by it. IR imagery, photography, and 
television are passive sensors. 

Reconnaissance Platforms 
Reconnaissance, or “recce,” platforms 
are classed as 1 ‘air breathers’ ’ or ‘ ‘orbiters” 
and include manned and unmanned sys¬ 
tems. Unmanned recce drones are basically 
large radio-controlled aircraft, though they 
may be guided by a computer. They’re 
smaller than manned aircraft, they’re qui¬ 
eter, and they may be capable of sharper 
evasive maneuvers than a piloted aircraft. 
Drones are often equipped with television, 
so that even if they are shot down, the in¬ 
formation they have gathered up to that 
point is delivered. Airborne television 
cameras make excellent artillery forward 
observers. 

Manned recce aircraft range from the vener¬ 
able 0-1 Bird Dog through the high-flying, 
supersonic, SR-7I Blackbird and the Soviet 
Backfire reconnaissance variant. Rotary wing 
aircraft are also being used in increasingly 
sophisticated reconnaissance roles. 

Piloted aircraft are still the biggest threat 
to the combat soldier. The variety of sensors 
they may carry, the possibility of immediate 
detection by a pilot or observer, and the 
flexibility of response possible only with a 
pilot in the aircraft all favor continued re¬ 
liance on manned aircraft as primary battle¬ 
field reconnaissance platforms. A manned 
recce plane is often armed as well, particu¬ 
larly models derived from interceptor and 
close air support aircraft. Target detection 
and interdiction can be accomplished simul¬ 
taneously — bad news if you’re the target. 
Defeating Airborne Observers 
Beating these modern reconnaissance 
systems is tough, but it can be accomplished 
by being skilled in all aspects of traditional 
camouflage techniques and having the 
knowledge to use those skills efficiently. 


SOF COMBAT WEAPONCRAFT 


WAR IN THE 
SHADOWS 


Grunt’s Guide to Eluding 



ABOVE: Coastal defense site photographed 
with conventional black and white film. 
Camouflage paint scheme proves effective. 



Same coastal defense site shot with 
camouflage detection film. Firing battery is 
clearly visible. Nets would have been more 
effective than camo paint. 


“Efficiently” is a key word here. There’s a 
time for hiding and a time for fighting. 
Don’t become so preoccupied with the for¬ 
mer that you die in place as the enemy 
thunders over you, never even knowing you 
were huddled in your fighting hole. And 
don’t waste time on camouflage actions that 
are useless against a particular sensor the 


Aerial Recon 


Text & Photos by Chuck Fremont 


SOF’S EYE IN THE SKY 

Army Sergeant First Class ChuckFre- 
mont (his SOF nom de guerre) is Opera¬ 
tions and Intelligence NCO on his Spe¬ 
cial Forces “A” Detachment. Chuck is 
a frequent contributor to SOF and you’ll 
be seeing more of him in these pages. 
He’s well qualified to cover this subject, 
having had ample experience with re¬ 
mote sensor technology, both in the 
military and as a civilian geologist. 


enemy is known to be using. 

Let’s consider each of the reconnaissance 
systems discussed earlier and the nuts-and- 
bolts of what you, the troop in the field, can 
do to avoid detection by each of them. Keep 
in mind that modern recce aircraft generally 
carry a combination of these systems. Some 
or all of the intelligence gathered by these 
aircraft may be viewed on board using video 
monitors, or instantly transmitted to ground 
stations. 

Camouflage Principles and Methods 

Countermeasures must be chosen that 
will defeat as many sensors as possible. The 
three basic principles of camouflage — sit¬ 
ing, camouflage discipline , and construc¬ 
tion — should be carefully considered. Sit¬ 
ing, or choice of position, is the fun¬ 
damental requirement. Your site must blend 
into the existing terrain and cover. Think 
tactically, choosing an automatic weapons 
position, for instance, that offers good 
fields of fire without having to clear a lot of 
brush. Avoid landmarks and prominent ter¬ 
rain features, as they are natural points for 
an observer or imagery analyst to focus on. 

Camouflage discipline once a site is occu¬ 
pied is critical to concealment. The same path, 
discreetly concealed and following existing 
tracks or paths where tactically possible, 
should be used for all access to the site. Soil 
from digging and other debris must be kept to 
a minimum and removed or concealed. Night 
discipline includes restricting movement of 
vehicles and avoiding use of generators, fires. 
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and other sources of heat. 

Construction of additional camouflage 
should be kept to an absolute minimum. The 
ideal site will require no such construction, 
but where necessary, camouflage materials 
must blend inconspicuously with the natural 
cover. Natural materials should be 
freshened frequently and should be obtained 
from several remote sites. Dispose of old 
materials discreetly. 

The three fundamental methods of 
achieving camouflage are blending, hiding, 
and deceiving. Any or all of these methods 
may be used to successfully conceal a site or 
activity. 

Blending involves breaking up forms and 
shadows so objects and people “melt” into 
the terrain and cover. Color is also a factor 
in blending, though it’s not as critical as 
generally assumed. Improper shadow con¬ 
cealment is the most common cause of fail¬ 
ure to blend. 

Hiding can be accomplished by siting or 
screening or a combination of the two. 
Camouflage nets are commonly used for 
screening. The Viet Cong were masters of 
hiding, siting major installations under¬ 
ground. 

Deception involves disguising the true 
shape or purpose of an installation or equip¬ 
ment. A military transport plane may be 
painted in Aeroflot or El A1 colors. Shapes 
may be altered, such as lengthening a tank 
chassis with cardboard panels so the distinc¬ 
tive two-to-one length-to-width ratio of an 
armored vehicle is hidden. Imitative dis¬ 
guise may be used to hide the character of an 
object without hiding it from view. A con¬ 
crete bunker may be disguised as a stucco 
country cottage, for instance. Decoys and 
mock-ups are also forms of deception. With 
these well-proven principles and methods of 
camouflage and concealment firmly in 
mind, we can next apply them to defeating 
advanced sensors. 

Side Looking Airborne Radar 

SLAR is effective day or night, though 
SLAR missions are usually flown at night, 
and it has near all-weather capability. If the 
fast-movers can fly, SLAR will generally 
work. The first good aerial images of the 
Darien Straits between Panama and Col¬ 
ombia, a perpetually cloud-covered region, 
were produced by SLAR. The effective 
range of SLAR is considerable, and the 
system’s side-looking nature allows the air¬ 
craft to stand back in safe territory while 
imaging. 

SLAR is especially effective at detecting 
man-made structures and equipment. Mov¬ 
ing vehicles register as moving target in¬ 
dicators (MTIs), or “movers,” and are 
simultaneously visible on the observer’s 
console. SLAR movers may be the first 
warning of an impending attack. 

SLAR does have weaknesses. Since the 
antenna is aimed obliquely, it is vulnerable 
to terrain masking in mountainous country, 
allowing unobserved movement on reverse 
slopes. SLAR doesn’t distinguish effective¬ 
ly between types of vehicles. This presents 
obvious possibilities for deception. A con- 



ABOVE: Prominent shadows reveal both 
truck and trailer. 



Distinctive shadow of windshield identifies 
vehicle as U.S. M-151 Wton jeep. Folding 
windshield and parking vehicle on other 
side of trees would have concealed it. 
Shadows of individual soldiers and radio 
whip antenna are also visible. 

voy movement might be faked by driving 
groups of abandoned civilian autos along a 
route outside your area of operation, thus 
diverting the enemy’s attention and possibly 
drawing fire away from your AO. 

SLAR is vulnerable to electronic coun¬ 
termeasures (ECM) such as jamming, and 
its signals may be detected by relatively 
simple radar detectors. Anti-radiation mis¬ 
siles designed to home in on radar transmis¬ 
sions are also a threat. 

Radar depends on reflection of signals, so 
any flat, smooth surface will be more visible 
on SLAR than a rough-textured surface. Natu¬ 
ral materials are poor reflectors, so covering a 
vehicle with mud or a mud-thatch mix will 
reduce its visibility to SLAR. 

SLAR has trouble distinguishing separate 
vehicles or equipment parked close 
together. Specific distances vary, but sever¬ 
al large vehicles parked within 50 feet of 
one another will probably be imaged as one. 
These same vehicles, moving close together 
at uniform speed, may also register as only 
one MTI. This goes against our instinct for 
dispersion, but is worth considering if you 
must move several tanks, for instance, at 
night. The groundpounder doesn’t have 
much to fear from SLAR, but a guy driving 
a truck in a covert supply convoy does need 
to worry. 


Infrared Scanners 

Infrared scanners detect heat — warm 
engines, generators, recently fired 
weapons, cooking fires, recently dug-up 
earth, possibly bodies — and produces a 
black and white image that looks like a 
low-resolution photograph. 

ER scanning has day/night and near all- 
weather capability, although rain and ex¬ 
tremely dense cloud cover, and particularly 
weather like the Cra-chin, or “dust-rain,” 
of Vietnam confuses IR scanners. IR is 
vulnerable to deception, and in a low in¬ 
tensity conflict, mistaken analysis of IR in¬ 
telligence may lead to targeting of civilian 
activities. 

Like SLAR, IR missions are usually 
flown at night. Dismounted troops are 
generally safe as long as their weapons are 
cool and no fires are used. Truck and gener¬ 
ator engines may continue to radiate IR 
energy several hours after being shut down, 
so try to make sure these cool off by night¬ 
fall. Leaving truck hoods open and watering 
down radiators while engines are idling will 
safely lower engine block temperatures. 

Modern Aerial Photography 

Conventional aerial photography con¬ 
tinues to provide most detailed intelligence 
on military facilities and activities. Televi¬ 
sion is a significant advance, particularly 
for command observation of the air-land 
battlefield of the future. 

A typical photo bird carries a camera 
array in its nose or belly consisting of a 
vertical framing camera for high-resolution 
photography of the ground directly below, a 
long-lens oblique, or side looking, camera 
that may be aimed from flat horizontal to 
approximately 45 degrees below horizontal, 
and a scanning lens camera that takes pano¬ 
ramic photos reaching from horizon to hori¬ 
zon on either side of the flight path. 

Night photography is also possible with 
standard cameras by using high-powered 
electronic flash (strobe) units or by ejecting 
flash bombs. The flash bombs usually give 
better results since the shadow effect is 
greater. 

The oblique and panoramic systems 
allow the aircraft to photograph areas con¬ 
siderable distances from its flight path. The 
Soviet Bear recce bombers that now fly 
routinely from Siberia to Nicaragua can 
photograph U.S. installations several miles 
inland from the Pacific coast. Aeroflot 
planes are also commonly fitted with such 
cameras. Various films are used for recon¬ 
naissance work. Black and white films are 
most common because they are quick to 
develop and generally provide better resolu¬ 
tion than color film. 

Camouflage detectioh (CD) film is an IR 
sensitive color film that is effective in dis¬ 
tinguishing between live vegetation and 
painted camouflage or dead vegetation. CD 
film is seldom used for routine reconnaiss¬ 
ance but rather for gathering intelligence on 
suspicious areas. 

Modem military camouflage paints and 
Continued on page 85 
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IN REVIEW 



ABOUT FACE. The Odyssey of an 
American Warrior. By Colonel 
David H. Hackworth (U.S. Army, 
ret.) and Julie Sherman. Simon & 
Schuster, Dept. SOF, 1230 Ave¬ 
nue of the Americas, New York, 
NY 10020. 1989. Hardcover. 875 
pages with 16 pages of photos and 
maps. $24.95. Review by John 
Coleman. 


“I 

JTD like to have two armies: 

“One for display with lovely guns, 
tanks, little soldiers, staffs, distin¬ 
guished and doddering generals and 
dear little regimental officers who 
would be deeply concerned over their 
general’s bowel movements or their 
colonel’s piles, an Army that would be 
shown for a modest fee on every fair¬ 
ground in the country. 

“The other would be the real one, 
composed entirely of young enthu¬ 
siasts in camouflaged uniforms, who 
would not be put on display but from 
whom impossible efforts would be de¬ 
manded and to whom all sorts of tricks 
would be taught That’s the Army in 
which I should like to fight.” — Jean 
Larteguy, The Centurions 

There, in a nutshell, is Colonel 
David Hackworth’s About Face, both 
an up-the-spout indictment of the 
worst our U.S. Army had to offer in the 
last four decades, as well as the story of 
one soldier’s sometimes passionate, 
sometimes bitter, relationship with the 
military machine that turned him into 
the consummate professional warrior 
—and then abandoned him for the sin 
of honesty. 

But what gives Hackworth, a mere 
colonel in the star-studded Army scheme 
of things, the right to fire-for-effect 
against a system that raised and nurtured 
him, and would have eventually put 
general’s stars on his shoulders? 

Combat, that’s what Combat tours 
(multiple) in Korea and Vietnam that 
showed him the sometimes insane and 
nearly criminal way in which the battle¬ 
fields of Korea and Vietnam were con¬ 
ducted by many senior commanders 
who should have known better (but 
generally didn’t), and worse still, by 
seniors who did know better, but were 
afraid of losing their next ticket punch 
up the command ladder if they step¬ 
ped one paragraph outside the Army 
by-the-book method of war fighting. 


Therein lies Hackworth’s con¬ 
demnation: In his eyes, an officer was 
either a ticket puncher (more in¬ 
terested in unsullied efficiency ratings) 
or — to use his term — a stud (more 
interested in winning wars at the least 
cost), with too many of the former 
making decisions that left too many of 
America’s young soldiers dead on our 
battlefields. 

Hackworth—America’s most deco¬ 
rated living soldier — fell into the 
second category, and with a proven 
and innovative combat record, did his 
best to convince the hierarchy that 
there just mightbe a better way to fight 
in Vietnam than the traditional Infantiy 
School hey-diddle-diddle, straight-up- 
the-middle approach to battle. 

Unfortunately for Hackworth (and 
many others of his ilk) that advice went 
unheeded and Vietnam became a war 
in which the ticket punchers (en¬ 
amored with the theory of massed fire¬ 
power and masses of U.S. troops as 
the means and enemy bodycounts as 
the end) were in the ascendant And 
unfortunately for us on the ground, 
those rising stars frequently officered 
our battles — many times claimed as 
victories by Saigon but in actuality fail¬ 
ures in everything but name — that 
were ill-conceived, poorly planned, 
and indecisively commanded melees 
that achieved no tactical end — ex¬ 
cept, perhaps, as a move up the prom¬ 
otion ladder. 

As Hackworth put it during an inter¬ 
view on the program “Issues and 
Answers” in 1971 (the interview that 
got him booted from the Army), 
“What we have now among the Army 
is a bunch of shallow dilettantes who 
run from pillar to post trying to punch 
their card.” 

David Hackworth is not going to find 
many invitations to star-studded 
lunches once About Face hits the 
Pentagon book store—it’s too intense 
and cuts too closely to the Army’s 
quick — but he should. Once ruffled 
feathers are soothed and inflamed 
egos cooled, the brass ought to have a 
second look at Hackworth and his 
ideas on how our military could win its 
wars. Anachronism that he may 
appear to the current crop of Army 
managers, what he has to say will 
probably save some lives and win us a 
few battles the next time around. 

More importantly (and more dis¬ 
turbingly) perhaps, to the tens of 


thousands of Vietnam fighters, Hack- 
worth hammers home the point that, 
no, we didn’t win the war, but we 
didn’t win many of the battles either — 
and that’s one helluva bitter pill for 
combat troops to swallow. 

If you thought your library of con¬ 
temporary military literature was com¬ 
plete, think again. About Face may 
well become the most important book 
to come out of the Vietnam genera¬ 
tion, and it should certainly become 
the standard text for those who give a 
damn about soldiering and soldiers. 


THE ROAD TO KALAMATA. A 
Congo Mercenary’s Personal 
Memoir. By Mike Hoare. Lexing¬ 
ton Books. Hardcover. 1989. 144 
pages with 21 photos and two 
maps. Available through SOF Ex¬ 
change, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, 
CO 80306. $17.95 plus $1.75 
postage and handling. Review by 
John Coleman. 

It’S been 22 years since Mike 
Hoare’s book, Congo Mercenary ; first 
hit print. That down-in-the-trenches 
look into the lives and actions of 
Hoare’s famous Wild Geese of 5 Com¬ 
mando and their 18-month battle to 
put down insurrection in Moise 
Tshombe’s strife-torn Congo still 
stands as the finest work on mercenar¬ 
ies in Africa. 

And now Colonel “Mad Mike” 
Hoare has come up with a worthy suc¬ 
cessor, a tightly woven, straightfor¬ 
ward account of his earlier 4 Comman¬ 
do actions while in the service of Moise 
Tshombe’s newly created Indepen¬ 
dent State of Katanga. 

Readers looking for a shoot-’em-up 
in which ill-disciplined, wild-eyed 
merc-devils mercilessly crush African 
savages won’t find it here. Rather, 
Mike Hoare is a thinker, an officer and 
gentleman from the old school with 
deep respect for military tradition and 
discipline — even in the savagery of 
the Congo. With his firm grasp of the 
tenets of leadership he molded 4 Com¬ 
mando — a conglomeration of South 
Africans, Brits, Frenchmen, Portu¬ 
guese and Rhodesians—into an effec¬ 
tive fighting force and would allow no 
breach of discipline to go unanswered 
in his command. 

Although a ruthless taskmaster, 
Hoare’s first priority was the welfare of 
his troops, and this velvet-glove/iron- 
fist approach held his force of 120 men 
together in their embattled treks 
through savage Baluba country where 
death came swiftly and painfully to the 
unwary, and where political and mili¬ 
tary treachery were the standing orders 
of the day. 
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attacker without deadly force. Our “Stun Guns" will 
instantly "scramble" any assailant's nervous system 
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ground a helpless blob of "jelly". Effective even through 
many layers of clothing, our Stun Guns are not lethal and 
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models available. 


STANDARD STUN GUN: 

Our bestselling gun. 60,000 
volts of stopping power. 
#A007.$49.95 




STROBE STUN GUN: 

Built-in strobe light adds 
blinding flash effect to the 
50,000 volts of stun effect. 
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POCKET STUN GUN: 
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available. Weighs only few 
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X8000 STUN GUN: 
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support breathing, giving rapid "knockdown" 
and preventing further aggressive activity. 


CAP-STUN acts as an inflammatory agent, rather than an irritant 
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mist with an effective range of 10 feet. The formula in CAP-STUN 
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All effects are strictly temporary and will disappear within 30 minutes. 
CAP-STUN is now being successfully used as a non-lethal weapon 
by over 500 law enforcement agencies. Although designed for and 
used primarily by law enforcement, CAP-STUN is an ideal personal 
weapon and is now available from GUARDIAN Products to the general 
public. CAP-STUN is designed to replace chemical Mace and other 
tear gas products and comes in four sizes for all needs. Each CAP- 
STUN comes complete with leather holster. 
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The Road To Kalamata centers 
on Hoare’s attempts to recover two 
members of his command, separated 
when 4 Commando is forced to take to 
the jungle in the face of imminent 
arrest by the Malaysian United Na¬ 
tions’ contingent Hoare’s not one to 
leave good men to their fate, and he 
mounts an all-out effort to locate the 
two, believed to have accidentally 
headed for Kalamata — headquarters 
of the Baluba. 



Hoare’s search becomes a desper¬ 
ate race against time, because if the 
men are taken prisoner, their fate 
would be horribly sealed by the Balu¬ 
ba: “The usual method was to tie the 
prisoner to a stake and begin by cutting 
off his arms above the elbow and legs 
below the knee. A sharpened bamboo 
stake would be forced up his anus 
while the witch doctor took out his 
heart while he was still alive ... 

As gruesome as life in central Africa 
can be, there’s more to this book than 
reminiscences of a mercenary leader. It 
can be read as a primer on leadership, 
leadership under the harshest of condi¬ 
tions with the toughest of men. It is a 
classic text on how to lead men into 
combat and bring them back out 
again. 

Through the years, Hoare has stood 
steady in his belief that trained and 
disciplined mercenary forces could be 
of outstanding benefit to emerging 
African countries while they solidified 
their place in the world order. True or 
not, The Road To Kalamata stands 
as good evidence that with men like 
Mike Hoare and his 4 Commando, the 
idea is not ill considered. 

Gunfire paced and brimming with 
the flavor of Africa in the tumultuous 
’60s, The Road To Kalamata reaf¬ 
firms Mike Hoare’s standing as emi¬ 
nence grise of Africa’s meres. ^ 
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(checks allow 21 extra days after our receipt) FAX Machine Orders: 1-208-376-760B 


NAVY SEAL VIDEOS...NAVAL SEAL VIDEOS 


SEE THE MEN THE VC 
WOULD NOT FACE. 

SEE WHY! 


The COMPLETE MUSEUM 
COLLECTION now available! Tapes 
$19.95 each. $ave money: any 4 for 
$76.95, all 6 tapes, only $99! Includes 
shipping and handling. 

"NAVY SEALS IN VIETNAM" Explosive video shows SEALs as they 
really were! First video written by SEAL TEAM ONE members. Covers 
uniforms, weapons, operations; all gear peculiar to SEAL use. 

"NAVY SEALS ON PATROL" Rare footage of REAL SEALS in 
VIETNAM. Shot in Vietnam in 1968 by SEAL TEAM members. See an entire 
operation performed and explained! A MUST for any serious collector! 

"MEN WITH GREEN FACES” A Real Classic! 1968 Defense Department 
documentary on UDT-SEAL BUD/S training. 

"SOMEONE SPECIAL" 1972 recruiting film for Naval Special Warfare. One 
of the best to date! 

"THE LONELY WARRIOR" Korean era b&w film. THE original film 
about NAVY Frogmen! 

"SUBMARINE TRUNK TRAINING" Actual film used by the Navy to 
teach SEALS to lock in and out of submarines for covert operations. Fascinating! 

Specify tape titles when placing order. Send check or money order to LOTI 
GROUP PRODUCTIONS, Dept. S., 8341 S.W. 157 Avenue, Suite 311, Miami, 
FL 33193. All tape sales benefit UDT-SEAL MUSEUM. 
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SOF EDGED WEAPONS 

COMBAT 

SMATCHET 

Rebirth of 

Applegate-Fairbairn Classic 

Text & Photos by Chuck Karwan 



W HILE it may be sacrilege to suggest 
this, the Combat Smatchet just might 
dethrone the Bowie knife as the king of the 
large combat knives. It’s news when we see 
something different offered to combat knife 
aficionados, and even more noteworthy 
when something practical issues forth, but 
it’s almost shout-it-from-the-rooftops time 
when a different and practical combat knife 
hits the marketplace. 

The Applegate-Fairbairn (A-F) Combat 
Smatchet fits both bills. It combines the 
forward-weighted balance of a good kukri 
with the double-edged blade of a dagger, 
giving it capabilities unavailable in any 
other large knife. 

While the A-F Combat Smatchet is new, 
it has a long and interesting heritage that 
probably dates back to Roman occupation 
of the British Isles. The ancient Welsh were 
impressed enough by the Roman giadius, or 
short sword, that they designed an improved 
version for their own use that featured a 
double-edged, leaf-shaped blade rather than 
the straight-sided blade of the giadius. This 
ancient Welsh short sword, called the cledd, 
was resurrected and made during World 
War I for use in trench warfare. One exam¬ 
ple of this distinctive Welsh short sword 
with a 17 Vi-inch blade was presented by 
Lord Howard de Walden to each member of 
his battalion of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 
These were put to particularly bloody and 
effective use at the battle of Messines Ridge 
in 1917. 

When World War II broke out, the Brits 
remembered the effectiveness of the Welsh 
sword in close combat. Thus, a large single- 
edged combat knife with an 11-inch leaf¬ 
shaped blade similar in outline to the Welsh 
short sword was designed and produced, 
primarily for use by elite units such as the 
Commandos. This was the famous British 
Smatchet. It’s not known who was responsi¬ 
ble for the smatchet’s specifications, and 
since most were totally unmarked it is diffi¬ 
cult to identify the exact manufacturers. It’s 
believed that several Sheffield cutlery 
manufacturers and subcontractors were in¬ 
volved in the British manufacture. It’s also 
known that some 10,000 were produced in 
the United States by both Case and Ulster 
for the OSS (Office of Strategic Services). 

Two of the original OSS close-combat 
instructors were Major W.E. Fairbaim, on 
detached service from England, and Cap¬ 
tain Rex Applegate. This Fairbaim was the 
same fellow who collaborated with William 
Sykes to develop the famous Fairbaim- 
Sykes (F-S) commando knife that saw out¬ 
standing service in World War II with 
Allied commando forces. Fairbaim also au¬ 
thored a number of classic texts on close 
combat such as Get Tough! and How to Win 
in Hand-to-Hand Fighting. The former is 
still available from Paladin Press, Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 1307, Boulder, CO 80306. 

Aside from his World War H exploits in 
the OSS and other elite organizations, 
Applegate will be remembered by SOF 
readers as both the subject and writer of 
several articles in SOF. He authored the 


classic book on close combat, Kill or Get 
Killed, in 1943, plus several standard texts 
on riot control, scouting and patrolling and 
other topics. Kill or Get Killed, also avail¬ 
able from Paladin Press, is in its 28th print¬ 
ing. Applegate was the first American to 
take the romantic BS out of combat knife 
use and boil it down to a practical approach. 


TO THE POINT 

Well known to SOF readers for his 
many insightful articles on tools of the 
trade, Chuck Karwan has published 
more than 100 features in various mili¬ 
tary’ and weapons magazines. Karwan, a 
West Pointer, served with the 1st Caval¬ 
ry Division (Airmobile), 5th Infantry 
Division (Mechanized), and the 10th 
and 5th Special Forces Groups. 


If you shook out a World War II British 
Commando’s kit you’d typically find this 
original Smatchet, a Mk II Sten, a No. 1 
Mk III Enfield converted to No. 1 Mk III*, 
and an Inglis-made Browning High Power 
No. 2 Mk 1. 

As you can imagine, when these two 
minds got together in the OSS they were 
able to come up with some good ideas. One 
of these was an improved version of the F-S 
commando knife. Unfortunately, that did 
not see the light of day until about 1980, 
when the design was further improved and 
put into production for Applegate by custom 
knifemaker T. J. Yancy. As a quick update, 
I should mention that a further-improved 
custom version is currently being produced 
for Applegate by custom knifemaker Bill 
Harsey, and a production version is being 
offered by A1 Mar Knives. 

The story of the A-F Combat Smatchet 
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ABOVE: Lineage of the 
Applegate-Fairbairn Combat Smatchet, top 
to bottom: original Smatchet as issued by 
Brits and OSS, World War II prototype 
improved model from OSS machine shop, 
and the Applegate-Fairbairn Combat 
Smatchet, lying on machinist’s drawing of 
improved model. 


parallels that of the A-F Fighting Knife. 
Fairbaim was a strong proponent of the 
smatchet as a close-combat weapon. 
However, as was the case with the F-S 
knife, both Fairbaim and Applegate felt that 
the design of the issue smatchet could be 
improved. First, the blade was a bit too 
light, not having the efficient weight- 
forward balance of the original Welsh cledd 
or the Gurkha kukri. Secondly, they thought 
that the smatchet would be far more effec¬ 
tive as a weapon if it were to have a fully 
double-edged blade. They also wanted to 
improve the shape of the handle and make 
other minor improvements. As was the case 
with the A-F knife, prototypes were made in 
the OSS machine shop and blueprints were 
drawn up. Unfortunately, as with the A-F 
knife, the improved smatchet never saw 
wartime production because of its low prior¬ 
ity and the fact that the earlier model was 
already available. 

However, it was an idea that was too good 
to just die. During late 1987 Colonel Apple- 
gate was giving one of my long-term Special 
Forces pals, Sergeant Major John Larsen, and 
myself a tour of his outstanding arms collec¬ 
tion. John noticed the World War II prototype 
smatchet and pointed it out to me. We asked 
Col. Applegate the story behind it and he 
explained his collaboration with Fairbaim in 
developing an improved smatchet. I suggested 
that he consider bringing out an Applegate- 
Fairbairn smatchet, as he did with the A-F 
knife. He was noncommittal but said he would 
think about it. 

I had completely forgotten the incident 
when I got a call from Col. Applegate some 
weeks later. With a very pleased ring to his 



The Applegate-Fairbairn Combat Smatchet, 
a pound and three-quarters of artfully 
formed fighting steel. 



voice he said that he had dug through his 
files and found the original 1943 blueprints 
for the improved smatchet. He also said that 
he had given a copy of the blueprint to Bill 
Harsey and that they were working together 
to refine and update the design so that Bill 
could make a new prototype. Needless to 
say, I expressed my interest at seeing the 
results. When Bill called to say that the 
Applegate-Fairbairn Combat Smatchet No. 
001 was completed. Col. Applegate invited 
me to accompany him out to Bill’s shop to 
pick it up, which I gladly did. 

The result of Harsey’s effort was truly a 
marriage of art and technology — an object 
of beauty which still looked intimidatingly 
lethal. When I picked it up I was reminded 
of Fairbaim’s words on the original smatch¬ 
et in Get Tough! He wrote, “The psycho¬ 
logical reaction of any man, when he first 


takes the smatchet in his hand, is full justi¬ 
fication for its recommendation as a fighting 
weapon. He will immediately register all 
the essential qualities of a good soldier — 
confidence, determination, and aggressive¬ 
ness.” The original smatchet never quite 
affected me that way, but the A-F Combat 
Smatchet certainly did. I am sure the late 
Maj. Fairbaim would have been as pleased 
with this new development as were Col. 
Applegate and myself. 

The A-F Combat Smatchet has an overall 
length of 16 inches with a 1014-inch, leaf¬ 
shaped blade. It is of full-tapered tang con¬ 
struction, with the guard and pommel made 
from brass and the scales made of Micarta. 
All surfaces are bead-blasted to a matte fin¬ 
ish. The blade is made from English saw 
steel, a medium-high carbon steel with a 
high nickle content. Properly heat treated, it 
is one of the toughest steels available. The 
edge is tempered to a Rockwell C hardness 
of 55-plus, with the spine of the blade some¬ 
what softer. The result is a blade that can 
easily take and hold a good edge while at the 
same time being virtually unbreakable. 
Weighing 1.75 pounds, without its nylon 
scabbard, it weighs less than the issue M9 
Multi-Purpose Bayonet System. Even with 
its scabbard it is only a couple ounces 
heavier. However, neither as a weapon nor 
as a tool can the M9 bayonet hold a candle to 
the Combat Smatchet. 

One of the refinements to the smatchet 
that Bill Harsey can take credit for is the 
edge grind. Having been around the timber 
industry in Oregon all his life, he knew 
precisely the best edge shape to give the 
Combat Smatchet for both edge retention 
and chopping ability. It is essentially an 
edge that looks in cross-section like an apple 
seed. Most often called a rolled edge, it 
consists of two convex curves intersecting 
at a sharp point. The advantage of this edge 
is that it gives maximum structural support 
to the cutting edge, while permitting a 
razor-like sharpness. 

Using the combat knife categories we 
mentioned previously in SOF (see “Practi¬ 
cally Lethal,” SOF, December ’88), the 
A-F Combat Smatchet is clearly a chopper. 
However, unlike many choppers, it has an 
awesome stabbing capability. Also unlike 
most other choppers, it can chop or slash in 
two directions. Though I did not try it out on 
anyone (due to a lack of volunteers) there is 
no question in my mind that the Combat 
Smatchet is fully capable of lopping off a 
limb or even a head. The weight-forward 
balance and curved edge works precisely in 
the same way as a good kukri by slicing 
while it cleaves. As a close-quarters 
emergency weapon in a melee, the Combat 
Smatchet is without peer. With its point in 
direct line with the handle, thrusting or stab¬ 
bing moves are easily accomplished, while 
still allowing chopping and slashing move¬ 
ments in two directions without reposition¬ 
ing the blade in the hand. In effect, it offers 
a forehand and backhand stroke without 

Continued on page 76 
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SOF COUNTERINSURGENCY 


POLITICAL 

BODY COUNT 

Philippine Army Tallies Converts, Not Corpses 

Text & Photos by Tom Marks 


C ORRECT tactics win battles, but it 
takes a correct strategy to win a war. 
The United States failed to heed this axiom 
in Vietnam; the armed forces of the Philip¬ 
pines are determined not to make the same 
mistake. 

So much in the Philippines reminds one 
of Vietnam. Communist insurgents battle a 
government struggling with problems of 
political and economic development. A 
Maoist strategy seeks to use the countryside 
to encircle the cities. Government Huey 
choppers dart overhead to insert patrols 
amidst villages surrounded by rice paddies 
and coconut palms. The security forces are 
directed by officers who are graduates of 
either the Academy or ROTC, who have 
gone through the Infantry Officers Basic 
Course and Command and General Staff 
College, and who have studied U.S.- 


LEFT: Lt. Col. Rolando Cuello inspects 
overrun company headquarters. Size of 
Negros and poor communications net 
requires that brigade have an officer 
present at provincial capital to take charge 
of operations in Negros Oriental. 


supplied field manuals. Troops similarly go 
through a career progression which is based 
on that of the United States. Weapons, uni¬ 
forms, and equipment are U.S. models. 

Yet there is just as much that is different. 
The most significant difference is that the 
country, though a former territory of the 
United States, was given its independence 
peacefully and became a functioning de¬ 
mocracy. With the ouster of Ferdinand Mar¬ 
cos in February 1986, it returned to this 
tradition after a dictatorial hiatus of nearly 
15 years. Key positions in the government 
and the economy are held by individuals 
brought up through an indigenous educa¬ 
tional system and thoroughly versed in the 
mechanics of running a nation-state. 

The military is likewise manned by indi¬ 
viduals trained by the organization and 
knowledgeable in the art of war. Estab¬ 
lished as a virtual clone of their U.S. parent, 
the Philippine armed forces have avoided 
the pitfalls that made the South Vietnamese 
military so ineffective. This is particularly 
true for the army. It is not tied down to 
geographic concentrations of dependents, 
and it has an officer corps that is competent 
and prides itself on its professionalism. Cor¬ 


ruption is the exception rather than the rule: 
No fire missions here are sold to desperate 
units in contact. 

It is the professionalism of the officer 
corps that has played a key role in the 
dramatic reversal of fortunes occurring in 
Manila’s long battle with the insurgency led 
by the Communist Party of the Philippines 
(CPP). Three years after the fall of Marcos, 
those who refused to sacrifice their profes¬ 
sional pride in order to advance their careers 
are finally having their day in court. As they 
have been elevated into key positions, they 
have brought with them a new approach to 
fighting the insurgency, an approach that 
recognizes politics as the central element of 
revolutionary war. 

In implementing this new strategy, Viet¬ 
nam weighs heavily on their minds. “You 
[the U.S.] should never have been involved 
in Vietnam,” says Brigadier General Rene 
Cardones, commander of the 301st Brigade 
(1st Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division) on the 
impoverished Visayan island of Negros. 

1 'You were fighting a political war, but you 
attempted to fight it with military means. It 
is the people who are the target. You had the 
best army in the world, but you went after 



MARKS REMARKS 

Tom Marks is a frequent contributor 
to Soldier of Fortune Magazine, filing 
reports from such exotic locales at India, 
Sri Lanka and the Philippines. When 
he’s not working on a story, the West 
Point graduate and former infantry offi¬ 
cer lives and works in Hawaii. 

Author interviews “lbon,” 26-year-old 
member of Negros District 2 Educational 
Staff who said CfP killings played key 
role in her disillusionment with the 
movement. * H 
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Unit works on a fire mission. Guns 
fire an average of one shell a week, 
so keeping troops occupied and in a 
high state of readiness/morale is a 
major problem. 


the [enemy] main forces. Here, if our 
strategy goes as planned, we anticipate no 
major battles. For a while they [the com¬ 
munists] will try to protect their organized 
masses with their armed units, but that will 
only be for a time. Counting regulars is not 
the way. The way you count the enemy 
conditions your mind.” 

Cardones shouts his words over the noise 
of the rotor blades as our Huey settles down 
on a makeshift LZ (landing zone) at a vil¬ 
lage called Owakan in Negros Oriental, the 
eastern province of the two into which Neg¬ 
ros Island is divided (Negros Occidental is 
the other). During the descent we could 
already see the results of the earlier battle. 
The garrison has been totally destroyed; no¬ 
thing but charred foundations and ashes re¬ 
mains of its compound. Part of the relief 
force, lifted in earlier, sits in the shade of 
makeshift shelters. They are to secure the 
vicinity. The remainder of the force has 
divided into numerous section (squad)- 
sized patrols and is in pursuit of the guerrilla 
force which inflicted the damage. 

As frequently happens, reality doesn’t 
quite live up to expectations. I had been 
interviewing a prisoner at a town hall when 
the first reports of the developing fight came 
in. They were startling: a company overrun 
... choppers assembled from several is¬ 
lands to insert a relief force ... dead and 
wounded being evacuated by air (itself an 
unusual occurrence). Yes, I was ultimately 
to learn, it had all happened — but not quite 
the way it sounded. 

I dropped what I was doing and tried to 
get into the fight. That posed something of a 
problem. Negros has become famous to the 
West through pictures of wide-eyed, filthy 
children with malnutrition-bloated bellies. 
The reality is not as grim as the do-gooders 


would have us believe, but it is bad enough. 
Underdevelopment is the order of the day. 
The transportation network is no exception. 

The village concerned is on the other side 
of Negros and has no roads to it. Further, 
even with wheels, just to get to the right 
mapsheet using the “highways” promised 
to be a 10-hour truck. Out of the question. 
Yet trying to locate one of the few choppers 
being scrambled was equally frustrating. 
Section increments of troops were being 
lifted from isolated posts and inserted. Each 
time I roared up to a position, it seemed the 
choppers had left 15 minutes before. I rum¬ 
bled back into brigade headquarters as the 
caskets of casualties were being loaded on a 
deuce-and-a-half. A crowd clustered out¬ 
side the main gate of the compound and 


Brig. Gen. Cardones and his executive 
officer inspect ruins of overrun company 
command post in Negros Oriental. 
Defenders lost two regulars and two 
militiamen, as well as one civilian, but 
real loss was political. 



craned for a peek. I linked up with Cardones 
and flew in with him. 

We moved about the ruins. Cardones 
talked long and hard with the battalion com¬ 
mander, then questioned numerous other 
officers and men. Simultaneously, his staff 
officers did the same, putting together an 
account of what had happened. 

What smoldered underfoot was the re¬ 
mains not of a company position but of a 
31-man company headquarters. Situated on 
an easily defensible hilltop, it was supposed 
to serve as the coordination point for control 
of an area that had recently rallied to the 
government side. The compact position had 
indeed been overrun, but its garrison at the 
time consisted of just eight soldiers and 12 
militiamen, only four of the latter armed. 
The attacking force was estimated at com¬ 
pany-size and thus had an overwhelming 
numerical edge. Surprised at 0530 by Molo¬ 
tov cocktails thrown from dead space and 
swept by machine-gun fire from high 
ground as they attempted to man their posi¬ 
tions, the troops nevertheless fought back. 

They were awake and armed, because the 
bulk of the company had earlier departed on 
patrol. Retreating to the camp’s main bunk¬ 
er, the stay-behind force struggled amidst 
the flames to avoid being overwhelmed. 
The mortarman got off one shell.before 
being cut down by .30-caliber machine-gun 
fire. When the sheer volume of incoming 
lead made their position untenable, the gov¬ 
ernment troops and militiamen took their 
weapons and withdrew down the rear slope 
of the position. Unfortunately, in their haste 
they neglected to take with them two mor¬ 
tars, a 60mm and an 81mm. Three Ml 
Garand rifles, issued to the militiamen, 
were also left behind and captured, together 
with the tubes. The defenders reached a 
nearby garrison safely. Total losses were 
two regulars and two militiamen killed, as 
well as a civilian. The guerrillas burned 
what was left of the camp. 

So the 4 ‘company' ’ had and had not been 
overrun. So much for the big story. More 
important, in any case, was to be present for 
the aftermath, because Cardones’ response 
said a great deal about the way the Philip¬ 
pine army is fighting the war. TTiere was no 
talk of body count, though later reports indi¬ 
cated that the attacking force had passed 
through villages carrying its own casualties. 
Wins and losses in a revolutionary struggle, 
the general made clear, are not measured by 
matching corpses. 

“I can accept the loss of the weapons,” 
Cardones said quietly, almost matter-of- 
factly. “It is regrettable, but we can accept 
that. The real loss is political. It has taken us 
a long time to build up our position in this 
area. Now the enemy has made his point 
[that we are not strong enough to protect the 
people]. It will take us a long time to re¬ 
build, but we must do it.” 

He orders the company commander re¬ 
lieved for failure to follow earlier instruc¬ 
tions to improve his position. He reads the 
battalion commander the riot act and stipu¬ 
lates which officer he wants to assume com- 
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mand of the position. And he orders that the 
area be secured, the militia reformed, and 
normal activity resumed — this time under 
renewed vigilance and adequate protection. 

“The damage we have suffered here is 
not material,” he says again, gazing out 
over the deforested hills which stretch all 
about. “It is political and psychological. 
This is a political war. We are fighting for 
mens’ minds.” 

Then we fly back to headquarters. 

If there is any one officer who exempli¬ 
fies the “new” counterinsurgency strategy 
of the Philippine army, it is Brig. Gen. Rene 
Cardones. And if there is one island which 
is the insurgency in a nutshell, it is Negros. 

Long regarded as the most communist- 


The island of Negros is composed of 
West and East Negros (Negros 
Occidental and Negros Oriental). The 
Communist Party has further divided it 
into four geographical fronts (codenames 
Asia, Africa, Europe, America); six 
districts (D-l through D-6) and a 
regional trade union bureau (RTUB). 



Northern Guerrilla Front 
(Codename: "America") 


Central Guerrilla Front 
(Codename: “Europa") 
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Southeast Guerrilla Front 
\(Codename: "Africa") 


CPP LEADERSHIP change in attitudes on 

PROBl FMS the part of the students of the ’80s — an 

FKOBLkMk emphasis away from activism and to- 

Why has the CPP opted for a strategy ward career concerns (a worldwide phe- 
which seems sure to backfire on it? Why: nomenon, just as the student activism of 

have those favoring a military push won the late 1960s and early 1970s was) — 
out? The answers spring from CPP lead- i; meant that die bulk of the politically 
ership problems. motivated young people articulated their 

With the declaration of martial law in political demands in forums other than 

■■ 1972; /Ferdinand Marcos; drove the- • the CPP. ' - 

opposition underground into the waiting This trend was solidified by the ouster 

arms of the CPP. “These people were of Marcos and the regeneration of the 

our best and our brightest,” theorizes Philippine political process, flawed 

Noel Albano, editor of the Manila daily though it may appear to many. Further, 

Malaya, once a left-wing standard bear- disappearance of Marcos robbed the 

er, now more conventional in its radical movement of its greatest recruit- 

approach* “They were able to revitalize ing tool and caused many would-be 

the CPP, which at that point was rather activists to return to more mundane con- 

stalied in ideological squabbling.” cerns. “This is clearly visible in the 

that they were able to do this was a leadership ranks of protests today,” 

result of Philippine geography. That is, notes Albano, “where the traditional 

when the same process occurred in Thai- University of the Philippines [UP] domi- 

land in the aftermath of the military nance has given way to individuals from 

assault on Thammasat University in smaller campuses, individuals who 

October 1976, the Communist Party of simply do not have the organizational 

Thailand (CPT) disintegrated in ideo- skills and broad outlook which were de- 

logical turmoil as the old guard and the veloped through activist work on the 

newcomers disagreed completely over massive UP campuses.” 

strategy. Yet in the Philippine archipela- The result is that for six years the CPP 

go, each newcomer could find his own has received little new blood from the 

niche by achieving organizational sue- most vibrant intellectual sector of Philip- 

cess in die “outer islands.” The decen- pine society* Instead, its leaders have 

tralized nature of CPP control allowed come from within the movement itself or 

for experimentation away from the from particular sectors, such as the cler- 

movement’s center of mass in Luzon. gy, with their own peculiarities that 


Once they were successful, these indi- block a flexible world view. Predict- 

viduals could return and reinvigorate the ably, intellectual stagnation has set in, 

ctratam/* fkittl/inn vaanlfr af tnUiali ann Ua raa« in /■ 


With die 1983 assassination ofBenig- 
no Aquino, however, a legal opposition 
of sorts developed abroad and in the 
Philippines. This, combined with the 


the results of which can be seen in the 
present lack of CPP strategic vision. 

In contrast, the government leadership 
ranks have been revitalized. The 
changeover within the civilian administra¬ 


tion needs no comment. Within the milit¬ 
ary, the change has taken longer to sort 
itself out than many experts predicted. 
Still, the promotion of professionals who 
endured years of exile in die field rather 
than play the political games it took to rise 
during the Marcos years, has finally 
brought to the fore individuals who believe 
military operations must take second place 
to political solutions. 

Thus we have new blood facing old, if 
the conflict can be seen, at least in part, 
from such a perspective. What keeps the 
positive trend from becoming more pro¬ 
nounced is the lack of government unity 
of effort. It has taken the military three 
years since the overthrow of Marcos to 
come to a rough consensus on the nature 
of the conflict; the government still does 
not understand. . 

The bright spot is that Rocky Ileto, the 
respected former minister of defense and 
a veteran of both World War n and the 
battles against the Huks, has been recal¬ 
led, this time to serve as Mrs. Aquino’s 
national security adviser. He has long 
been an advocate of positions in har¬ 
mony with those of the military’s new 
blood. A position paper setting in place 
the mechanisms and philosophy of “uni¬ 
ty of effort” has already been put 
together for Ileto by another active for¬ 
mer Huk fighter, Luis Villa-real, once 
head of NICA (the National Intelligence 
Coordinating Agency), and several 
additional associates. It is a sound docu¬ 
ment and, if accepted and implemented, 
should help the situation considerably by 
placing all government assets, civil and 
military, within a 'unified framework. 

faculties faced by the CFF leadership. 
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Relief force arrives at overrun company 
headquarters and clusters on charred 
remains of the main fighting position. 
Though surprised, greatly outnumbered 
stay-behind force fought well and 
withdrew with minimal losses. 


infiltrated area in the Philippines, Negros is 
the fourth largest island of the archipelago. 
It happens to be almost precisely the size of 
Connecticut (12,968 square kilometers for 
the island versus the state’s 12,618) and has 
virtually the same population (an estimated 
3,161,021 versus the state’s 3,169,670). 
Much of the island is mountainous except 
for a western plain in Negros Occidental 
Province (which has 2,227,974 people liv¬ 
ing on 7,926.1 square kilometers). Predict¬ 
ably, it is Negros Occidental where the is¬ 
land’s economic life is centered. Its people 
speak Dongo. The 933,047 inhabitants of 
NegTOS Oriental Province speak Cebuano, 
the language of Cebu Island, to the east. 
Negros society has traditionally been feu- 
dalistic in the extreme, revolving around the 
sugar industry. The seasonal nature of sugar 


cane and the low wages paid by the planta¬ 
tions (less than a dollar a day) meant that 
even those who had employment lived in 
poverty. For the bulk of the population, 
abject poverty would perhaps be an under¬ 
statement. 

Cadre of the CPP had little trouble tap¬ 
ping this rebellion-waiting-to-happen. The 
movement was already well established, 
particularly in the southwest portion of the 
island, when twin blows made a bad situa¬ 
tion worse. First, Marcos established a 
sugar monopoly, run by one of his cronies, 
to which all planters were required to sell 
their crops at prices kept artificially low so 
that the difference could be skimmed off. 
Second, the world price of sugar collapsed, 
falling as low as two or three cents per 
pound. Estimates placed possibly 300,000- 
400,000 persons out of work. Starvation set 
in. As social conflict intensified, so did 
repression at the hands of private armies, 
corrupt policemen, and army units that at 
times seemingly took their orders from Mar¬ 
cos cronies. Hundreds flocked to the CPP’s 
banners, and even the Catholic Church 
sided with the oppressed. At least a half¬ 


dozen priests joined the CPP outright. 

To this unpromising environment came 
then-Colonel Rene Cardones shortly after 
Marcos’ departure, A graduate of the Phil¬ 
ippine Military Academy class of 1962, he 
faced a daunting task. With a force that 
ultimately numbered just four infantry 
battalions and nine Philippine Constabulary 
(PC) companies — all chronically under¬ 
strength — Cardones faced an extensively 
developed CPP infrastructure that had 
established virtual base areas in the country¬ 
side and also infiltrated all segments of soci¬ 
ety and organized labor in particular. 

Following the organizational pattern used 
throughout the Philippines, the CPP had di¬ 
vided Negros into six districts and a regional 
trade union bureau whose activities centered 
on urban organizing (see map on page 35). 
Each district had its own party chain of com¬ 
mand and DGU (district guerrilla unit, ap¬ 
proximately platoon size), and fell under one 
of the four geographical fronts (not to be con¬ 
fused with political fronts, legal or semi-legal 
organizations infiltrated and partially or com¬ 
pletely controlled by the CPP). Each front had 
its own FGU (front guerrilla unit, about com- 
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pany size). Together, these fronts reported to 
the Negros Island Regional Party Committee. 
All of the major levels had available to them 
the special Yunit Partisano (partisan units), or 
“sparrows,’* who carried out assassinations. 

Sparrows, together with the soldiers of 
the FGU and DGU (the Yunit Gcrilya) com¬ 
prise the regulars of the movement, those 
classified as members of the New People’s 
Army (NPA), the CPP’s official armed 
forces. Under the districts, though, are 
numerous sections, which corresponded 
closely to the government’s own municipa¬ 
lities (counties). Sections control the baran- 
gay (village) operatives. As villages are 
organized in precise sequence, graduating 
from the OG (organizing group) to OC 
(organizing committee) to PB (party 
branch), they field their own local armed 
forces, a self-defense corps at the lower end 
of the spectrum, a full-fledged unit militia at 
the upper end. The extent to which these 
part-time guerrillas are armed depends upon 
the weaponry available. In October 1986, 
for instance, captured CPP documents 
claimed an armed strength of 5,924 on 
Negros, but its weapons inventory for the 



same period was fewer than 900. 

It is this division of insurgent fighters into 
various categories of forces that accounts 
for the considerable confusion concerning 
the number of NPA not just on Negros but 
nationwide. As the case of Westmoreland 
versus CBS made clear to the American 
public, a bean count of enemy forces de¬ 
pends completely upon which beans you 
choose to include in the tally. Hence, guer¬ 
rilla strength on Negros could be legitimate¬ 
ly tallied as anywhere from 500 to 6,000 
(see Table 1). 

Cardones, after long study of the com¬ 
munist movement, came to Negros ready to 
cut through to the heart of the problem. It 
needs first to be understood that the OG, 
OC, and PB mentioned above are clandes¬ 
tine bodies which exist within the larger 
village population. Rural Organizing 
Groups (OG), for example, are recruited 
“sectorally”: one for peasants (men), one 


Militiaman at sitio Tiki. 



Most militiamen come from peasant 
background. Human rights activists 
portray such people as bloodthirsty 
cultists. Some are, but most are 
peasants who are seeking to protect 
themselves. 

for women, one for youth, and one for chil¬ 
dren (in urban areas “sectors” will be dif¬ 
ferent; e.g. teachers or workers). The OG 
members are grouped into cells to compart¬ 
mentalize the organization and are indoc¬ 
trinated by taking designated courses (e.g. 
“Special Mass Course”). 

The best members of each OG cell even¬ 
tually become members of the higher OCs, 
which are also sectoral. OC members go 
through a more advanced series of courses 
(e.g. “Five Golden Rays,” “Rev¬ 
olutionary Guide of Land Reform,” “Les¬ 
sons for Mass Activists,” etc.). The best of 
these OC members are themselves gradu¬ 
ated to become candidate Party members 
and, ultimately, after finishing the required 
curriculum (e.g. “Basic Party Course”), 
full-fledged Communist Party members. By 
this time, the sitio (hamlet) concerned is 
fully co-opted, for at each level armed man¬ 
power is fielded, ostensibly for external de¬ 
fense but also for keeping in line those who 
refuse to join the movement. 

What Cardones understood was the point 
made by revolutionary warfare experts such 
as Sir Robert Thompson; namely, that ev¬ 
erything depends upon the base. All com¬ 
munist manpower is divided — by the CPP 
itself — into three categories: organized 
masses, mass activists, and Party members. 
An individual working at the OG level is 
considered a member of the organized 
masses; those promoted to OC level become 
mass activists and, ultimately. Party mem¬ 
bers. Similarly, the ranks of the NPA are 
filled by those recruited from militia forma¬ 
tions. These individuals are themselves first 
members of the organized masses and later 
mass activists. Most NPA, therefore, will 
be Party members. This is a fairly rigid 
progression and only breaks down when 
circumstances, such as heavy casualties or 
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undue haste, dictate otherwise. Under nor¬ 
mal conditions, manpower for higher 
formations is never picked up off the streets, 
so to speak. Therefore, to strangle the 
armed elements and the party branches, 
they must be cut off from their mass base, 
the organized masses. This is precisely what 
Cardones set out to do. 

Cutting off the CPP from its mass base, of 
course, is far more than simply a mechanical 
exercise in neutralizing the movement’s in¬ 
frastructure. In the absence of reform that 
eliminates the fundamental grievances that 
drive individuals to seek redress through 
armed struggle, new cells will constantly 
spring up. Traditional civic action — digging 
wells, providing medical treatment, and so 
forth — is but a Band-Aid. Root causes must 
be attacked. The only way this can occur is if 
there are mechanisms which allow the popula¬ 
tion a role in their own lives. Democracy is 
certainly one of the best. 

It is the reintroduction of politics into 
Philippine life that provides the overarching 
framework within which Cardones’ stabil¬ 


ity operations proceed. Elections have been 
held down through the municipal level, and 
village elections will have been held by the 
time this article appears. The result is that 
there exist mechanisms for the expression of 
popular will. These are already beginning to 
shape the socio-economic environment by 
addressing longstanding development con¬ 
cerns and demands for social justice. 

Some take exception to this analysis, be¬ 
cause they see the continuing presence of 
socio-economic inequity as dictating further 
escalation of the conflict. Simply put, they 
do not accept that political change can play a 
key role in shaping other facets of society. 

If it were only scholars who engaged in 
such incorrect analysis, we would have but 
an academic debate on our hands. Yet the 
CPP itself has made the same error. About 
two years ago, the Party decided to push the 
military aspects of the conflict on the 
assumption that strategic stalemate was at 
hand. Captured CPP directives, therefore, 
call for emphasis upon “regularization” 
(i.e. creating standardized units), forming 


larger units, upping the tempo of military 
operations, “upgunning” soldiers (i.e. 
arming them with heavier weapons), in¬ 
creased front activity, greater use of mines 
and booby traps, and greater use of sparrow 
squads for assassinations. Further, the CPP 
wants to hold territory through formation of 
“fighting villages.” This last directive was 
part of a larger CPP campaign to achieve 
international recognition and belligerent 
status for its combatants. 

Upping the military tempo would be a mis¬ 
take in strictly military terms — the NPA 
formations are nowhere near the point where 
they can stand and go toe-to-toe with the Phil¬ 
ippine military. More fundamentally, howev¬ 
er, the achilles heel of such a strategy is that it 
pushes to the fore military considerations in 
what is, after all, a political war. The CPP has 
been successful in the past because it has 
shown a remarkable flexibility in its strategic 
approach. It is in subversion that its greatest 
strengths lie. Its fronts have been quite effec¬ 
tive due to the open, mahana nature of Philip¬ 
pine society. This is a poor time to switch to a 
military push. 

It could be argued that the military effort 
is but a tactical diversion intended to relieve 
pressure on the urban organizational effort 
by drawing the Philippine security forces 
into the hinterland. That, however—I base 
this on interviews with prisoners and cap¬ 
tured documents — is not the case. Mis¬ 
guided though it may seem, the CPP 
strategic shift came only after long and bit¬ 
ter debate, and, is now being enforced by 
liquidations of recalcitrant Party elements 
throughout the archipelago. The firm com¬ 
mitment to the hard line has led to an in¬ 
creased flow of people surrendering. In in¬ 
terviews with them, I have been struck by 
their classic “grievance guerrilla” profile. 
They have given up precisely because the 
hardline approach contradicts their concern 
for social justice. 

One major labor organizer on Negros, 
39-year-old Manual Jurada, also known as 
“Bunny,” a CPP member with District 
Secretary rank, put this in perspective when 
he told me of direct, face-to-face orders 
delivered by the ranking CPP men on Neg¬ 
ros (one an ex-priest, Francisco Fernandez) 
to stop engaging in union activities which 
would better the lot of the workers. Bunny 
was admonished that sharpening the contra¬ 
dictions was what he was supposed to be 
about, not helping the system perpetuate 
itself through reform. Noted Bunny, 
“Whenever there is a problem [between the 
workers and landlords] we’re not supposed 
to talk but to intensify the struggle through 
strikes, economic sabotage, and so on. If 
there is an intensification of mass action, it 
is complemented by armed struggle. That’s 
what the CPP wants to happen. The higher 
organ wants people to be engaged in mass 
action so that attention will be directed from 
the countryside to the urban areas.” 

Such a CPP line is old hat to students of 
the movement, but for the organizer it was a 
revelation of gut-wrenching proportions: If 
we’re not in this for social justice, what are 


COUNTING BEANS 

There is considerable confusion concerning the number of New People’s Army 
members, not just in Negros but throughout the Philippines. This is because there 
are a number of different types of Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) 
armed forces and the number you come up with depends on who you decide to 
include in the tally. 

In hopes of making a confusing situation somewhat less so, here’s a thumbnail 
sketch of the organizational pattern used on Negros (and throughout the Philip¬ 
pines). Also, see the map on page 35 for an outline of CPP divisions on Negros. 

The CPP has divided Negros into four geographical fronts. Each front has its 
own Front Guerrilla Unit (FGU), which is about company size. Together these 
fronts report to the Negros Island Regional Party Committee. 

The CPP has also divided Negros into six districts. Each district falls under one 
of the four geographical fronts and has its own party chain of command and 
District Guerrilla Unit (DGU), which is about platoon size. 

Soldiers of FGU and DGU together are called the Yunit Gerilya. 

Yunit Gerilya have available to them special Yunit Partisano or Sparrows, who 
carry out assassinations. 

Members of Yunit Gerilya and Yunit Partisano are considered to be part of the 
New People’s Army, the CPP’s official armed forces. 

However, villages also field their own local insurgent armed forces. These 
range from a full-fledged militia (Yunit Militia) at the upper end of the spectrum 
and a self-defense corps at the lower. These part-time guerrillas are armed 
depending on weapons available. 

As the case of Westmoreland vs. CBS made clear to the American public, a 
bean count of enemy forces depends completely upon which beans you choose to 
include in the tally and those which you don’t. 

Therefore, guerrilla strength on Negros could be legitimately tallied as any¬ 
where from 500 to 5,000, as is broken down in the table below> 


NEGROS ISLAND REGIONAL PARTY 
COMMITTEE ARMED STRENGTH (OCT 86) 
Table I 




Percent 


Formation 

Strength 

of Total 

Combined 

Yunit Gerilya 

394 

6.7% 

8.5% 

Yunit Partisano 

105 

1.8% 

Yunit Militia 

Self-Defense Corps 

3,124 

2,301 

52.7% 

38.8% 

91.5% 

TOTAL 

5,924 

100.0% 

1Q0.0% 
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we in it for? The answer, as we know, is that 
the CPP is after the communist version of 
social justice. And that involves doing 
whatever is necessary tactically to gain 
strategic victory, victory defined as com¬ 
munist political power. Old Lenin, to be 
sure, but new for Bunny. He surrendered. 

Ironically, the CPP turn toward increased 
violence comes even as the government 
counterinsurgency effort, led by men such 
as Cardones, has embraced the primacy of 
political factors. Called the triad strategy, 
the three-pronged approach was formally 
adopted a year ago. It gives equal import¬ 
ance to military operations, intelligence, 
and civic action within an overarching de¬ 
velopment effort by elected officials. There 
are plenty of rough edges to be smoothed 
out in terms of implementation on the 
ground. It was, for instance, only by a 23 
September 1988 directive that the military 
adopted uniform terminology in referring to 
various CPP infrastructure components. 
But the thrust is very visible, both in imple¬ 
mentation and promotions. Working 
through a list of several divisions in the 
southern Philippines, for instance, I found 
virtually every key officer on my own per¬ 
sonal list of those I considered to be “cor¬ 
rectly oriented.” Some commanders — 
again, Cardones is a prime example — have 
a very sophisticated grasp of communist 
revolutionary warfare. 

These commanders recognize NPA ele¬ 
ments as just extensions of the overall or¬ 
ganizing effort, the ultimate mass activists. 
Hence, to root them out, the military goes 
after the guerrilla foundation, the people. 
Emphasis is upon holding and clearing terri¬ 
tory by rooting out the infrastructure in the 
hamlets. This allows elected government to 
function and to address socio-economic 
concerns. 

“Insurgency is a political war,” says 
Cardones, “and we are dealing with polit¬ 
ical forces. We ran into a lot of problems 
[with our earlier approach]. Our army was 
involved in the lighting-cock syndrome. 
They were an armed forces which wanted to 
fight an armed forces. This was a mistake. ” 

In other words, if the military focuses 
its effort upon chasing the CPP’s armed 
units, it misses the target — the popula¬ 
tion. “That’s the mistake you made in 
Vietnam,” Cardones noted one evening. 
His staff at the dinner table chuckles, as 
if to say, “How could you have been so 
taken in?” Even enemy order-of-battle 
in Negros is accounted for in infrastruc¬ 
ture terms. Every sitio is categorized as 
accurately as possible, and the CPP 
infrastructure therein delineated and 
identified. For an area to be declared 
“cleared.” this covert organization must 
be accounted for name by name. 

Most of what we once termed “the VCF ’ 
(Viet Cong Infrastructure) is neutralized 
simply by exposure. It’s amazing how little 
time it actually takes to break a village — 
precisely because grievance guerrillas are at 
the heart of the movement and respond to 
decent treatment. One should not push this 


optimism too far, but the shift in popular 
attitude is palpable. With it has come a 
decrease in the difficulty government agents 
have in penetrating the CPP apparatus. The 
CPP has responded to this last development 
with bloody purges designed to weed out 
infiltrators. And this has only driven still 
more CPP members to surrender. 

Cardones is certainly ahead of the pack in 
his understanding of and technique for deal¬ 
ing with the CPP; as mentioned above, con¬ 
siderable debate continues to rage on pre¬ 
cisely how to implement the strategic vi¬ 
sion. At national level, for instance, the 
village is still the unit of analysis when 
determining communist infiltration, even 
though the communists themselves, Car¬ 
dones points out, use the hamlet. Yet the 
army is increasingly absorbing the lessons 
learned in areas such as Negros. “My be¬ 
liefs have not changed since I was on staff 
[he was the Assistant G3 for Plans and Op¬ 
erations at Philippine army headquarters],” 
says Cardones. “What has changed is that 
now I have a platform from which to speak. 
Negros is my platform.” 

By causing the CPP effort to stall in what 
is acknowledged as its “Iron Triangle,” 

Brig. Gen. Rene Cardones talks with 
special forces member of militia control 
team at hamlet called Tiki in Negros 
Occidental. Tiki is populated by 
approximately 100 families who fled 
after communists burned their village. 

They have now formed village militia to 
defend the area. 



Negros Occidental coastal area being 
patrolled by “Commando” armored 
car. All major units now have the 
“Commando,” which is normally used 
for patrolling or escorting truckloads of 
troops. In response, communists have 
made increasing use of homemade 
mines. 

Cardones has forced people to listen to him. 
His opinions have been reinforced by those 
of a growing number of like-minded offi¬ 
cers who under the Marcos regime found 
themselves frustrated in their efforts to 
address the ultimate roots of the CPP in¬ 
surgency. One needs look no further than 
the next island over to see further evidence 
of the trend. On Panay, Brig. Gen. 
Raymundo Jarque, the 3rd Division’s 2nd 
Brigade (302 Brigade) commander, has 
attracted attention by pacifying the former 
CPP stronghold (see “Victory on Panay,” 
SOF, February ’88). His approach shows 
the same concern as that of Cardones for 
rooting out CPP infrastructure while politi¬ 
cal and economic development are pushed. 
“I’ve told the local officials,” emphasizes 
Jarque, “this war cannot be won without 
them.” 

The result is that it is the military which is 
moving to eliminate the grievances even as 
the CPP opts for gunslinging. “To ask if 
we’re winning or losing is the wrong ques¬ 
tion,” one major, a Cardones staff officer, 
told me. “The proper question is: ‘Are we 
making progress ?’ And the answer to that is 
yes. I was a fighting cock as a battalion 
commander. I measured my success by how 
I did against the armed element: how many 
bodies, how many weapons recovered. That 
was a waste of time. I know better now.” 

Words are not the best evidence of the 
positive trend in the government campaign. 
That is shown by the increasing numbers of 
CPP operatives taking “leave” and the 
growing stream of organized masses who 
have asked to return to areas of greater gov¬ 
ernment presence. There, they frequently 
seek to form Alsa Mas a, the universal term 
used for village militia (the formal name is 

Continued on page 74 
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L.A. Drug Gangs 
Create Depraved New World 


I N south central Los Angeles, near the L.A. airport, the 
staccato report of automatic gunfire can be heard over traffic. 
‘"They’re starting early tonight,” says Bob Rifkin, a deputy 
sheriff specialist in street gangs. 

It’s 1600 hours and in the parking lot of the Lennox station 
house, sheriffs deputies are beginning their shifts. Millions of 
people who have never been to Los Angeles know what these 
officers face. Lennox and nearby Newton provided the realism 
in the movie Colors. This is where actors Sean Penn and Robert 
Duvall rode with officers to learn about gangs and violence. 

“I think they were impressed,” said Sergeant John Paige of 
the LAPD CRASH (Community Resources Against Street 
Hoodlums) gang unit in “Shootin’ Newton,” so called because 
of its violent gang activity. 

Outlaws with MAC-lOs and UZIs, the senseless murders of 
innocents, deliberate assaults against law enforcement officers: 
these are what L.A. deputies and police officers face in the 
violence that goes hand-in-hand with narcotics. But south 
central Los Angeles is just one battle zone in a national war, a 
war that has some striking similarities to the Vietnam War. 

It’s a war with such a negative image that politicians want to 
deny it exists in their communities. A war in which the enemy 
is better armed than the police and knows no rules of fair play. 
A war in which Bleeding Hearts pity the drug dealers and gang 
members. A war of frustration and futility for cops who haul 
offenders off to jail, only to see them back out on the street in 
less time than it takes to book them. A war that was ignored 
while it seemed to be a problem of the black and the poor. A 
war not backed by legislation with teeth. It’s a war where the 


police, as the soldiers of the streets, aren’t given the 
opportunity to win. 

The federal government now has drug czar William Bennett 
to command various agencies fighting the war against drugs, 
and the position has been likened to that of General Eisenhower 
in World War D — a Supreme Commander who will mobilize 
the forces. But some high-level law enforcement officials 
privately wonder if narcotics are the time-bomb that will cause 
the U.S. to self-destruct. 

“This can’t be another Vietnam where we throw 600,000 law 
enforcement officers at the problem and try to forget it,” Drug 
Enforcement Administration senior special agent Ronald 
Hollingshead said. “It has to be a national effort that is 
supported by enforcement, rehabilitation, education and 
incarceration.” 

For Los Angeles, it may already be too late for the present 
generation. 

“We’ve lost it,” one LAPD officer, who asked to remain 
anonymous, said. “But maybe others can leam a lesson from us.” 

This is the story of L.A.’s law enforcement struggle against 
the crack/gang connection, 

GROWTH OF GANGS 

Crack cocaine has proven to be a very lethal drug in Los 
Angeles. In 1988 alone, 452 people were killed in gang-related 
shootings. Two were police. One was an 11-year-old boy, who 
in December was shot and killed when a 9mm round entered his 
house and struck him in the chest while he was watching 
television. Unbeknownst to him, rival gang members were 
having a shoot-out half a block away, and he was killed by a 
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stray bullet. Another was actually two deaths, although it counts 
for only one: a woman nine months pregnant and her unborn 
child were killed when a 12-gauge solid slug hit the woman in 
the head. The bullet was meant for a gang member. 

According to police, Los Angeles wasn’t always a battle zone. 

“Everyone looks at L.A. like it’s a freak,” Paige said. “But 
10 years ago, we didn’t have many black gang members. We 
could have put them in a car and shipped them out.” 

Why didn’t they address the problem at the time? 

“We didn’t know what was going to happen,” he said. 

Now Los Angeles has more than 60,000 gang members, not 
counting biker, skinhead and oriental gangs. Black supergangs, 
the Bloods and Crips, have more than 15,000 members, while 
Hispanic gangs have two times as many members at 30,000. 

“The blacks are the most violent at this time, but the 
Mexicans are a close second,” Lieutenant Chuck Brantley of 
the L.A. County Sheriffs Department told me. “In five years, 
the Mexicans may be killing more people again.” 

Until 1981, the cholos, or Hispanic gang members, were 
doing most of the gang-related killing in Los Angeles. Even 
now, members of Mexican gangs inherit their membership from 
their fathers and grandfathers, and protect their barrios with 
their lives from both rival gangs and government agents. 

“They’re bom, raised and die in a neighborhood, and they’re 
very turf conscious,” Brantley explained. “They’re the 
‘Soldiers of the Neighborhood.’ ” 

In the barrio of the Hispanic gang called the Sur LOS, or South 
LOS, every surface is painted with gang graffiti. Concrete posts, 
telephone poles, the sides of houses, fences — anything wide 
enough to take a paint brush bears gang names and a roll call of 
Home Boys: Bandit, Cricket, Gordo, Chino, Flaco. 

The placacios of graffiti are used to identify boundaries of a 
gang’s turf. In tall, fat, artistic letters, they write the name of 
their gang — the Sur LOS gang in this area, in others the 
Tortilla Flats, Krazy Kats and East Side Playboys. 

To prove their allegiance to their gang, they tattoo their gang 
name or moniker in intricate letters on their forearms and biceps. 
The blue etchings on their skin are a roster of who is important to 
them: names of dead Home Boys, a girlfriend, Jesus. 

“Mexican gangs are different from the black gangs in that 
they usually don’t fight among themselves,” Lt. Brantley said. 
“They have a code of ethics, movidas , and they’ll very rarely 


After chasing this gang member at 70 miles an hour through 
neighborhood streets, these officers apprehend the driver of a 1029 
Victor, California code for a car reportedly stolen. According to the 
officer, many cars are stolen from nearby Los Angeles International 
Airport, because gang members work as lot attendants. 


WAR-TORN LOS ANGELES 

Morgan Tanner has 10 years’ experience covering interna¬ 
tional conflicts for National News Service (see “Guatemala’s 
Paracaidistas,” SOF, October f 87 and “Winning Hearts and 
Mayans,” SOF, November ’88). In this article. Tanner reports 
on a frightening war being waged here on our doorstep. 



BELOW: Gang rosters of Rolling 60s Crips gang plus the Hoover 
Hard Crips Gang, as indicated in the big block letters on the left, 
and the Playboy Style Crips. If other gang names aren’t crossed out 
it could mean they they get along with each other for the time 
being. Crips will fight with other Crips as often as they will with 
Bloods. 



LEFT: L.A. gangs traditionally haven’t been integrated, but this 
may be changing. Law enforcement reports seeing blacks and 
Hispanics in some gangs in neighborhoods where ethnic groups 
overlap. One gang reportedly has black, Hispanic and Samoan 
members. 
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snitch off a gang member, even from a rival gang.” 

Traditionally Hispanic gangs have been involved in heroin sales: 
Mexican Black Tar, Mexican Brown, Persian Beige, heroin from 
Thailand. Los Angeles is also the PCP capital of the United States 
and batches of acrid-smelling liquid are mixed up in their garages 
and stored in plastic milk cartons. But with the huge profit margin 
in crack, they are now selling it to blacks. 

“Dope sales among the Mexican gangs have never been a big 
thing,” Brantley said. “A guy might sell enough to support his 
(heroin) habit, but it’s not the same with the blacks. They are 
making thousands and thousands of dollars.” 

While we sat watching some cholos on a street comer, three 
black men in a BMW drove up to buy crack, followed by an 
attractive black man and woman who stuck some green out of 
the car window and got a tiny, ziplock baggie of little gray 
chunks of crack. While gang drive-by shootings increase during 
the full moon, crack sales increase on the 1st and 15th of the 
month, when people get their paychecks. 

But it’s the black street gangs who have a comer on the crack 
market. The new breed of black street gangs began in mid-1970 
when a few boys at Washington High School in the south L.A. 

Los Angeles County Sheriffs Deputy Bob Rifkin shines his light so 
this Hispanic gang member can show off tattoos that cover his 
entire upper torso. Included are letters “LNX” for (Lennox, in 
south central L.A.) over his left eye. Hispanic tattooing and graffiti 
is intricate and artistic, unlike black tattoos, which are usually 
crudely done block letters. 


IN THE HEAT OF THE NIGHT 

Los Angeles County Deputy Sheriff Bob Rifkin slides behind 
the wheel of the unmarked car and begins a shift that will last 
until midnight. Mike Garcia, his partner for the shift, unlocks 
the catch on the shotgun. As OSS (Operation Safe Streets) 
officers in the Lennox neighborhood of south central Los 
Angeles, Rifkin and Garcia don’t answer 911 calls. That’s the 
job of the uniformed deputies in black and whites. Instead they 
run hot on high-priority and gang-related incidents. 

Rifkin drives down under a freeway into a Hispanic neighbor¬ 
hood. An outdoor party is underway. Behind a short, white, 
picket fence, 20 or 30 kids dance to Michael Jackson’s “I’m 
Bad.” A pretty girl in a short, black dress is admitting people 
through the gate. She flashes a wide, excited smile at the 
deputies and walks over to the car. 

“What’s the celebration?” Rifkin asks her. 

“My eighteenth birthday.” 

“Who’s your bouncer?” Garcia asks. 

“I am,” she says. “These are my friends/’ 

Rifkin surveys the crowd, which is a mix of blacks and 
Hispanics None of them are openly displaying their “do rags,” 
slang for the colored bandanas that identify them as Bloods or 
Grips. Most of them are dressed in gray and black, the only safe 
colors. But murder as a rite of initiation into a street gang, or 
because of poor aim, is common. The yard faces a street with 
fast traffic — the perfect location for a drive-by shooting. 

“Do yourself a favor,” Rifkin tells her “Keep the gangbang- 
ers out.” 

She promises. But a stream of kids pours toward the party. 

“There’s going to be trouble here,” Garcia predicts. “One of 
these kids could be dead by midnight.” 

The night is young, and Rifkin parks the car and waits. At age 
32, Rifkin has four years as a deputy. He was a paramedic before 
he became a sheriff. Now, instead of applying CPR to accident 
victims, he likes to feel he saves lives in a different way. He 
carries a 9mm Beretta with 46 rounds: one in the chamber, a full 
magazine, and two more holding 15 each. He has a .38 in an 
ankle holster and a speed loader for backup. But what he relies 
on most is his friendly but firm manner of approaching gang 
members. 


Before they get out on the streets, deputies spend several 
months as jailers in the L.A. County Jail in charge of 200 
inmates. As jailers they carry no weapons. AH they have are 
words and, hopefully, a quick wit. That’s what they use on the 
streets, at least until all else fails. 

“If we shoot, we shoot to kill,” Rifkin said. “If that doesn’t 
work because they are wearing body armor, we go for the head, 
The main thing is, we’re going home at night. There’s not an 
arrest in the world worth losing that. If we don’t catch them one 
night, we’ll catch them the next.” 

As we watch the throng of kids stream into the party, the 
police radio reports gang activity in another part of Lennox, 
Rifkin puts his foot to the accelerator. Bouncing this party is not 
the sheriffs job. 

Rifkin speeds to a neighborhood a couple of miles away, then 
slows when he sees six boys about 16 years old standing in the 
street. The houses are small, but middle class and neat. 

As the car approaches, one boy makes a sudden move. 

“Did you see him toss it?” Garcia asks. “I did.” 

Rifkin stomps on the brakes, and the deputies jump out of the car. 

“Kneel down, hands on the car,” Rifkin orders. 

The boys kneel in the street, and Rifkin and Garcia jam them, 
patting each one down for guns, knives, glass or aluminum crack 
pipes, or dope. 

They’re clean. Rifkin orders them to sit on the curb. 

“This your house?” Garcia asks them, pointing at a green 
stucco behind a chain link fence. A brilliant spotlight makes the 
yard nearly as bright as day. 

They shake their heads no. 

“Does a dog live here?” he asks. 

No, the boys say. Garcia rattles the fence before he vaults over 
the fence and searches the grass with his flashlight. At 28, he is 
agile and quick. He used to compete in track and could probably 
outrun most teenagers who aren’t running for their freedom 
Triumphantly, he stoops and picks something up 

“I knew they tossed it,” he says. 

He opens a crumbled square of paper ripped from the Los 
Angeles Times. Inside it lie four dull white little lumps of crack. 

* ‘Cookie’ ’ is one name rock cocaine is known by because after it 
has been cooked, it looks and feels like dough. These 
“crumbs,” irregular lumps about as big as a thumb nail, go for 
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town of Lennox became known as Crips. Where the name 
originated, no one knows, except that it may be short for 
“Cripple” because early gang members beat their victims of 
muggings and purse-snatchings with walking canes. 

“When people think of gangs, they think of ‘West Side 
Story,’ ” Deputy Bob Rifkin said. “But these guys don’t dance 
down the street singing ‘Maria.’ ” 

From the start, the Crips used the power of the gang to rob, 
beat and extort money. They were different from other teen 
street gangs because they terrorized the older people in their 
neighborhoods as well as other kids, and they established a 
reputation for ruthlessness. One time, they held a boy up 
against a wall and carved “Crips” on his chest with a knife. 

As their reputation spread, the Crips became the most 
powerful gang on the street. They affectionately called their 
members “Cuzz.” To catch the glory, other street gangs added 
the word “Crip” to their neighborhood names. They became 
the Compton Crips, the Grape Street Crips, the Kitchen Crips. 

“But there was no superstructure under which they 
operated,” Wes McBride, a sheriffs deputy with 15-years’ 
experience in gangs and author of Understanding Street Gangs, 
told me. 

Non-Crips banded together to protect themselves. In street 
slang, they became the Bloods or “Pirns,” named for the 
neighborhood around Pirn Street. Blood gangs became the Fruit 
Town Pirns and the Lime Street Pirns. The Bompton Pirn 
Bloods are from the city of Compton, but they hate the Crips so 
much they won’t use the letter “C.” 


In 1988, L.A. County statistics listed 189 different sets of 
Crips and 72 sets of Bloods. When we rode with Newton 
CRASH, we drove down Central Street, which divides the 
Newton gangs. The east side belongs to the Bloods; the Crips 
own the west. 

“And where East meets West, there’s bloodshed,” Paige said. 

Building walls on Central are a newspaper of black gang 
activity. Sloppy, skinny letters with dribbles of paint bleeding 
from them mark the boundary of a gang’s domain. Its roll call 
lists names such as T-Bone, Big Capone, Little Capone, Baby 
Capone, Trigger. Rival gangs challenge their right to the turf by 
spray-painting their own logo over the existing one. An “X” 
over a gang member’s name is the kiss of death. 

Off their turf, gang members toss signs with their fingers to 
show their set or challenge a rival gang member. Gang 
members are drilled with automatic fire for flipping off a rival 
gang, or for wearing red in a blue territory. To show their 
loyalty, or “colors,” gang members wear bandanas, or 
“do-rags” on their heads or hanging out of a back pocket. Blue 
is for Crips, red for Bloods. Or they wear baseball hats with 
embroidered letters to identify their gang: Kansas City Royals 
hats (KC) for the Kitchen Crips and purple L.A. Lakers hats for 
the Grape Street Watts. 

“You have to realize the overwhelming need of these kids 
for identity,” Steve Strong, LAPD Gang Activity Section, 
explained. “These kids started in the housing projects without 
parental supervision. They gravitate into little gangs to give 
each other a family bond they don’t get at home.” 
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“They’re into having a rap and being recognized,” Gil Jurado, 
Lennox sheriff’s deputy, said. “They fight for identity and 
shoot for dope. Only so many men can become stars like O.J. 
Simpson.” 

While race-oriented prison gangs such as the Black Guerrilla 
Family are very strong, the Crips and Bloods have even 
managed to keep their identity in prison. 

“In prison, we notice that the Bloods were getting sick a lot, 
and a lot of them were going to the Pill Tank,” Wes McBride 
said. “We didn’t know why, until we figured out that they felt 
safe there. So we segregated the gangs. 

“We never let them wear their do rags. We noticed that a 
very high number of them were converting to Catholicism in 
jail. Of course, the priest was very happy. But then we 
discovered that it was because he was giving them rosaries, and 
they had their choice of red or blue. So we began letting them 
wear their rags in Bloods or Crips tanks. 

“But then we had to segregate the Crips into groups because 
they fight as much among themselves as they do with the Bloods.” 

With their penchant for violence, street gangs hold their 
neighborhoods hostage. Neighborhoods in housing projects and 
nice neighborhoods of neat, middle-class homes. (“Tell people 
how nice our ghettos are,” urged one detective.) At twilight, 
when we patrolled with sheriff’s deputies in Lennox, house 
lights twinkled out over neat lawns, and stately palm trees 


Victim of alleged L.A. drug-related, drive-by shooting, was hit in 
the head by shotgun pellets. Gang experts, within and outside law 
enforcement circles, say gang violence runs in five-year cycles. In 
1987-88 the cycle was escalating. 


Continued From page 43 

and the companionship. They sell a little dope, smoke a little 
pot, and may give support to the gang, bul they usually don’t 
perform the crimes. 

“Certain individuals motivate a gang," says Marvin 
Washington, an OSS deputy in Lynwood, another soulh central 
L.A. district. “If you put them in jail, the gang dies out for 
awhile. It's like cutting the head off an animal." 

In another neighborhood, Riikin and Garcia catch a glimpse 
of a tall, thin kid suddenly trying to make like n shadow, By the 
time Rirkiji slops the car, he has disappeared into a dark stair¬ 
well. Mifcg Garcia goes after him T his flashlight in his left hand, 
his right hand holding his 9mhi Berets a. 

From tmder the stains emerge (wo black men and a Hispanic, 
all about 20. Garcia orders them to kned on the ground, hands in 
the air. and pats them down. The sharp smell of enamel paint 
brings our nostrils. On the beige Wall of the Spanish-styk house 
is a skinny. Imperfect figure “9" about a yard tall. Beside it is a 
half-finished 1 'ft/ “ Apparently they were “bitting tip," slang for 
writing graffiti - Garcia rummages under (he stairs and pulls out a 
can of spray enamel called “Red Devil.” 

“ Whose is ihhT' demands Garcia. 

None of them ftflswer, 

“Let me sec your hands, ” he orders. 

The men obediently hold their palms under his flashlight, The 
fingers of aN three are smudged with red paint. 

Suddenly a blue Ford Escort with four teenagers speeds down 
a side sired going in the opposite direction of the patrol car. 

“I want that car. 1 ' ftifkin shouts. 

We race toward the patrol car, leaving the three artists sur¬ 
prised, bul lucky — painting gang graffiti is a misdemeanor. 

"Hang on,” Riikin ihoulS- 

He accelerates backward until lie's doing about 25 mph, then 
jerks the wheel hard to die right. The car screeches into a quick 
180. and we’re in pursuit. 

The Escort has a good head start, bul in about a mile, RUT. in 
overtakes it. When he Hashes his lights, it stops. Its license plate 
is from Wisconsin. The passenger in the back right makes some 


sudden, irregular moves. 

“He's stuffing/' Garcia yells, using die slang for hiding the 
dope wlrerever he can. 

Garcia and RLikin jump out and approach the car from oppo¬ 
site sides. T hey jam the men, then order them to sit on the curb. 
Garcia slips his fingers behind the seat, feeling for contraband. 
That's dangerous business; law enforcement live in fear of 
sticking themselves with an AIDS-infected hypodermic. But the 
tar is clean, 

“Nothing," Garcia say*. 

The ear isnT even a Victor, slang for stolen 
Tt p s like playing poker,” says Rifkin “Sometimes you 
guess wrong." 

Until two years ago, deputies did more intelligence gathering 
than anything else. They were masters of gab, always talking 
with a purpose. Their job was to build a rapport with gang 
members. They didn't wear gun belts, although they usually 
stashed guns under their shirts. They almost never made an 
arrest. Instead, they called a B&W to go pick up the suspects 
they targeted. 

Then in 1policy changed. Now they play u both ways. 
Deputies wearjeans and tennis shoe* and carry semi-anlomauc 
weapons on their gnnbelts. They weni from spending 1 00 per¬ 
cent of their lime on investigations, to spending ul least 40 
percem of their lime on (he street looking for gang-related dope, 
burglarics-in-projficss, stolen cars. 

“Now we generate our own work/ 1 says Garcia. 

Rifkiji spots another car be wants, an old green Chevy Nova. 
He swings around after it, then aborts the move. 

“Uh oh/’ he says, ’’Woman and kids.” 

Gang members sometimes use women and kids as mules for 
their stash, but deputies don’t like rodeal with searching them. 

"You cai/i search their bra or groin urea unless you feel 
threatened,” says Riikin. "And if kids are involved, you have to 
wait until someone comes and gels them out. Takes too much 
time.’’ 

On (i busy Micrscation, we hear over the traffic noise, the 
pitiful yelping of an injured dog. A brown, shepherd-type mutt 
writhes in pain on the curb. 
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reached into the sky. But the houses in a couple of blocks on 
Lohengrin Street bear witness to the violence. Several stucco 
houses are pock-marked with bullet holes. One house was shot 
up so bad that the family had to move. One family has five 
sons in jail. Bystanders are murdered in the street. But most 
homeowners in troubled neighborhoods can’t move away. Their 
life savings are tied up in their houses, and no one will buy 
them. If they abandon their property, their homes will be turned 
overnight into crack houses. 

“Families are living in fear in the rear bedroom of their 
houses,” Steve Strong said. “They lie on the floor to watch TV 
and eat to avoid the stray bullets.” 



Officers recover from apartment a Smith & Wesson 9mm 
semi-automatic pistol and a Cobray MAC-11 semi-automatic 9mm 
machine pistol with ammunition. 



LEFT: Some of weapons recovered from gang members in Lennox 
area of L.A. include a Mossberg pump-action riot shotgun, a 
modified Mini-14 .223 with pistol grip and folding stock, a 
semi-auto .45 Thompson carbine, a civilian-market Chinese AK, 
and a full auto .45 Ingraft MAC-10 machine pistol. The 
sophistication of weaponry recovered has increased dramatically 
since cocaine appeared on gang scene. 


“God, I can’t stand it,” Rifkin howls. 

Garcia covers his ears. “I can take anything but that.” 

Rifkin takes off after a blue Toyota — the vehicle of choice of 
a ring of car thieves working the LAX parking lots. He asks 
dispatch for a make on the plate, but it’s clear. By the time we 
return to the dog, it’s gone. 

“Maybe someone took him to the vet,” Rifkin says hopefully. 

Garcia doesn’t contradict his fantasy. 

Rifkin drives to the sheriffs station house, where deputies are 
planning to serve a warrant on an apartment in a Grape Street 
Watts area housing project. In a large, bright room, nearly two 
dozen deputies get the details of the bust: the line-up in the 
motorcade, who takes the front door, who takes the back, who 
handles crowd control. On the wall there’s a poster of the 
backsides of five blondes, California girls in string bikinis. 

“Everybody know what to do?” asks the woman who has 
briefed them. 

The deputies gather their gear and head to the parking lot to 
await “Go.” Those who will perform the entry wear vests that 
cover their necks and groins, plus helmets with clear visors. 
Everyone laughs a little too much, talks a little too loud as they 
check each other’s gear. The housing project is a tough nut: a 
warren of places for concealment, rows of second-story win* 
dows that offer a clear shot. 

“We can’t worry about snipers,” Rifkin says. 

We wear bulletproof vests with steel plates. One deputy 
warns: “Stay close. You get six feet away from us, these people 
will stick you.” 

The word comes, and the deputies enter their cars and take 
their assigned places in the motorcade. The BI ack-and-Whites 
leap ahead, blocking intersections so the cars aren't separated. 
The location is a closely held secret, but as the string of cars 
snakes on, people on the street laugh and jeer. They know what’s 
going to happen, if not where. 

Knowing that their support is in place, the entry team places 
the ram on the metal door, and the lock pops like a plastic toy. 
Inside, the two-bedroom, two-story apartment is clean, but 
loaded with the paraphernalia of a family with kids. A man who 
was asleep in an upstairs bedroom is loaded into a patrol car. 


While the deputies search for drugs, a hundred or more people 
gather outside. Some seem to dare the deputies to contact them, 
and the deputies pat them down. 

Rifkin is eager to get back on the street, and we leave the scene 
early. What makes deputies and police choose this occupation? 

4 The challenge,” says Rifkin. “And the adrenaline. Itdraws 
us from one situation to another.” 

It’s nearly G13G ^ long past the end of the shift. Rifkin 
cruises by the girl’s birthday party again, and parks in a dead¬ 
end. There are so many kids that they’re standing in the street. 
The deputies watch two boys saunter out of the party and then 
run across the street and disappear between two houses. 

“Looks suspicious,” Garcia says. 

Rifkin steps on the gas and intercepts them on a side street. 
One of them is puking on the sidewalk. 

“What's up?” Rifkin asks. 

“Too much vodka,” the kid groans. 

Rifkin looks at Garcia and drives on. “Thank you very 
much,” he says. 

Garcia snarls at him. 

Then the call comes. A gang-related drive-by shooting at a 
party. Two victims. Rifkin races to the location about five miles 
away. Paramedics are working over two male victims. 
Apparently, the men were in the party’s overflow and were 
standing on the front lawn. Someone in a car fired into the 
crowd. Both men were hit in the head. Maybe because of the 
darkness, or the time of night, or the amount of drugs and 
alcohol involved, but the men were lucky. Both would recover. 

White officers scour the street for evidence, the party goes on. 
Witnesses tell Garcia that the shooter carried a 9mm handgun. 
Garcia searches the ground, but finds no spent casings. Only 
piles of vomit and a rum bottle. 

“The gang story’s a cover up,” Rifkin mutters. “Probably a 
drug deal.” 

Rifkin and Garcia head back toward the birthday giri’s party. But 
halfway there, Rifkin abruptly changes direction and drives to the 
Lennox station house. Both he and Garcia have nearly an hour’s 
drive home, and the shift has been over for nearly two hours. 

Rifkin looks at Garcia; “Tomorrow, we’ll catch ’em all.” 
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In Lynwood, only a few miles from Lennox, one man was 
threatened when he complained that crack dealers were 
trampling his lawn. On one comer, the charred remains of two 
burned houses stand on the block like black eyes. According to 
deputy Marvin Washington, the two families who lived there 
were driven out of the neighborhood by gangs. 

“The men complained to gang members about traffic all 
night long from cocaine sales,” Washington said. “One 
member of the gang went to get a shotgun, but the man who 
complained didn’t back down. He got his own shotgun. When 
the gang member returned, the man shot him. In revenge, the 
gang shot the house full of holes. Miraculously, the rounds 
missed everyone inside. 

“Then the gang burned their cars. Finally, the families left in 
a hurry before their houses were hit by molotov cocktails.” 

CRACK COCAINE 

Narcotics — primarily crack cocaine — have changed the 
face of gang activity since 1986. Turf battles have taken on new 
viciousness as gang members battle for drug monopolies in their 
neighborhoods and defend against takeovers. In some areas, 
three gangs operate within five blocks of each other, and a 
street comer is worth dying for. Revenge is the law, and the 
man with the automatic is the executioner. 

“You’ve got 20,000 black gang members and probably 
15,000 of them are dealers,” Lt. Chuck Brantley told us. 

“Each of those has maybe 12 customers. That’s a lot of 
hustling.” 

While not all gangs peddle dope, the gang is a marketeer’s 
dream for small-time dope sales: a diversified sales force, 
plenty of qualified help, and kids who are too young to be 
prosecuted. Little kids 10 or 12 years old are called “baby 
gangsters” or “wannabes” and perform low level jobs like 
yelling “One time” or whistling when the cops are around. The 
gang uses them to steal money and guns for the gang, or run 
dope, knowing that if they get caught, they’ll be released to 
their mamas. Older boys specialize in useful skills, such as 
becoming “shooters” who kill rival gang members in drive-by 
shootings. 

“You have to prove yourself by selling dope or beating up a 
rival gang member,” Deputy Rifkin said. “You might have to 
do a drive-by so they’ll accept you.” 

Crack is the marketing marvel of the 1980s. A little operation 
is inexpensive to grubstake and yields a high return. Cocaine is 
easy to crack up, and the rocks can be tossed without too much 
loss when the police come. Crack comes in sizes everyone can 
afford. It’s the best thing since 19-cent hamburgers. 

“It’s McCrack,” said one deputy. 

“Cocaine is on sale, and crack is the way its being 
marketed,” DEA agent Ron Hollingshead explained. “They’re 
going after the kid with $5 instead of the yuppie with $125.” 

In 1979, the price of cocaine was $1,800 to $2,100 an ounce. 
Today, with a better supply system, an ounce sells for as low as 
$800 in L.A., depending on its purity. It can be resold for 
$2,000 to $3,000 an ounce. The return is even better in large 
quantities; a kilo of cocaine sells in Los Angeles for $13,500 to 
$22,000 and broken down into ounces may resell for more than 
$70,000. An ounce of cocaine bought at $800 can net $6,000, 
depending on how much it has been cut. 

Cocaine shipments into the United States are controlled by a 
dozen or so major organizations in South America, LAPD 
Deputy Chief Glenn Levant said. The cocaine is processed in 
South America and then transshipped across Mexico into 
California. It arrives in Los Angeles via commercial and private 


GANG SLANG 

Gang slang serves several important functions. It helps form a 
gang culture, in which only the members know the language. It 
makes them feel special. “Their clothes, their language — they 
say ‘I’m somebody,’ ” says Steve Strong, a gang specialist for 
the LAPD. It is also a means of hiding information from the 
police, almost like a secret code. Slang used by black gang 
members in California has many references to drugs and penal 
codes. 

Some words such as “righteous” have made it into the 
mainstream; some make it into other states when gang members 
move; some die unnoticed when a gang set dies out. Slang 
changes quickly, but here are a few of the words that are now 
common in south central L.A. 

• sidewalk servers — pushers who sell crack to people in cars 

• slingers — street pushers 

• players — fancy dressers with nice clothes, cars and women 

• victor — stolen car, taken from police code 1029 Victor 

• g-ride — stolen car 

• crabs — derogatory term for Crips 

• slobs — derogatory term for Bloods 

• buster — a phony who goes from one gang to another 

• basehead — a user 

• tweaker — a user 

• chillin’ — just hanging around 

• do-rag —- blue (Crips) or red (Bloods) bandana that shows 
gang affiliation 

• 187 — California penal code for murder, common in graffiti 

• speedball — cocaine and heroin 

• buckets — small caliber handguns or a shotgun 

• Ooze — any automatic weapon, rarely an UZI. Sometimes a 
MAC 

• cholo — Hispanic gang member 

• gang warden — police or sheriffs deputies 

• strawberry — a woman who will give sex for drugs 

• freak a woman who will give sex for nothing 

• guns — muscles 

• flashing — wearing loads of gold jewelry 

• gangbanging — fighting to protect or take turf 

• happy stick — marijuana cigarette laced with PCP 

• roll call — a roster of gang members 

• sagging — wearing your jeans two inches lower than your 
boxers 

• stuffing — hiding the dope anywhere you can 

• jam — when law enforcement pats you down for weapons 

• Jim Jones — marijuana cigarette laced with cocaine and dip¬ 
ped in PCP 

• 911 — common warning for cops in the area 

• one-time — warning for cops 

• 6-pack — six guys in a police line up 

• dog-city — “we work for our money” 

• hittin* up — painting graffiti 

• eight-ball — 1/8 ounce of cocaine 

• dime — 1/10 ounce of cocaine 


planes, boats, vehicles and body packs. 

Of the cocaine that enters Los Angeles, 90 percent stays in 
L.A. and is transformed into rock cocaine. According to figures 
cited by L.A. Police Chief Daryl Gates, in the summer of 1987, 
LAPD seized the largest amount of cocaine in California history 
— 2,135 pounds, valued at more than $364 million. But that 
may be only five percent of the cocaine traffic in California, 
according to commander William Booth. If this is true, then 21 
tons of cocaine entered California in that time period valued at 
over $7 billion. 

“It’s not unusual for us to recover 1,000 pounds,” Levant 
said. “We had a seizure of 800 pounds recently, and the press 
didn’t think it was big enough to send someone over. 


46 S0LRIER OF FORTUNE 


JUNE 89 






The “rock” of California is identical to the “crack” of the 
East. It may have been called rock because the little chunks of 
cocaine look like gray pebbles. The term crack may have come 
from the crackling noise it makes when it is smoked. 

Chemically, crack is a form of free-base cocaine. Powder 
cocaine comes in kilograms, 2.2 pounds of compacted white 
gold that is 50-, 70-, or even 97-percent pure. In processing the 
kilos into crack, dealers toss big batches into a cement mixer. 
The recipe calls for baking soda, strychnine, arsenic and water, 
according to Levant. One variation calls for adding Drano to the 
cocaine. Or baking soda alone can be added. 

The dough made from cocaine and water is then heated. One 
traveling L.A. drug dealer in Denver was cooking crack on a 
travel iron in a hotel near Stapleton International Airport. More 
commonly it is cooked in a pot on the stove or heated in a 
microwave. When it’s done, the dough is broken into hundreds 
of tiny nuggets that are worth considerably more than then- 
weight in gold — from $5 to $20 depending on size. 

“When we find nine microwaves in one house, we know 
they were mass rockin’ it,” Detective Steve Strong said. 

Crack is smoked in a glass pipe bought for $4.95 in head 
shops. In an emergency, a four-inch piece of aluminum pipe or 
an antenna broken off a car will do. Crack doesn’t bum by 
itself, so tweakers apply heat from a butane lighter. The 
impurities bum off, giving the tweaker a whiff of nearly pure 
cocaine. Within eight seconds, they’re sailing. 

“It’s faster than an IV,” says Levant. 

A crack high is so high, according to users, it’s euphoria so 
overwhelming, that it is savagely addicting. 

“The addiction is measured in a week, or a couple of days, 
or even from the first hit,” James Walsh of the L.A. Attorney 
General’s Office said. 

But gang members usually aren’t addicts. Like the kids of a 
candy store owner, they learn early to keep their hands off the 
merchandise. They smoke marijuana, but they don’t do cocaine. 

“Their only motivation is money,” Steve Strong said. 

“There is a rightous punishment for loss of product.” 

NEW AGE GANGSTERS 

While the tweaker becomes addicted to a cocaine high, the 
people in its chain of distribution become addicted to the money 
it makes. For the gang member who sells it, for his kid brother 
who delivers it on his bike, for the widow who rents out her 
porch as a lookout, crack makes money. It buys acceptance, 
and it buys better weapons than the police have. 

“Kids from UCLA or USC come down in their Beemers to 
buy,” Steve Strong told us. “These kids (pushers) are making 
money they could never make any other way.” 

“Street level crimes are not very profitable and the likelihood 
of getting caught is high,” said Marc Fleischman, LAPD 

After frisking suspected Crips gang member wearing blue Crips 
colors, two deputies from a Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department uniformed patrol in the Lynwood-Compton area of 
south central L.A. check around for hidden or “tossed” crack 
cocaine. 




After frisking a suspected gang member, deputies talk to him to 
And his street name, gang affiliation, and identifying marks or 
tattoos. The information is then put into a computer and card 
system on known gang members. This gang member was stepped 
because he was wearing colors, unusual in light of high incidence of 
drive-bys and pressure from law enforcement. He is making a 
handsign for the Compton Crips. 

Detective Supervisor, Gang Enforcement. “But the chances of 
getting caught selling cocaine are low. The chances of serving 
time are even lower. Their role model is the all-American quick 
buck.” 

Gang members idolize violent men who’ve made quick 
fortunes. Their heroes are men like A1 Capone and active gang 
members call themselves “gangsters.” One Blood set calls 
itself the Crenshaw Mafia Gangsters to touch all bases. Through 
crack sales, gang members buy a life they could never have 
flipping burgers — a life that propels them, for however short a 
time, beyond the dreams of most middle-class Americans. They 
paste photos of their guns and money in leather-bound photo 
albums, which the police often confiscate in a raid. The albums 
are a travelogue of their cocaine deals, marked with provocative 
women, fistfuls of $100s and an arsenal of guns. 

Gang members are involved in trafficking, not as a gang per 
se, according to Fleischman, but as a little drug ring. When 
they’ve expanded sales beyond their neighborhood, they leave 
the gang and turf battles behind. 

“They develop their own look with expensive clothes and 
gold,” said Strong. “They have VIP status in most casinos in 
Las Vegas.” 

One way of telling how successful a dealer is, is by the size 
and type of his jewelry. If he wears a “Mr. T.” starter set 
around his neck, he’s “rich rolling.” 

“A silver Cadillac means they’re not too big,” Strong said. 
“Other emblems are the size of a gold dinner plate.” 

They have enough money to hang out with major sports 
figures, according to Strong, and they are tolerated because of 
the money they drop at parties. 

One dealer has a battery-operated suit that flashes like a disco 
floor. Another was busted four times, and the least the police 
found on him was $98,000. 

Mid-level dealers pay cash for cars and may own a dozen. 

One guy had a restored 1957 Chevy convertible with a 14 karat 
gold nametag on the stereo. In one case, police reportedly 
found 137 pounds of cocaine and a walk-in vault with $1 
million in $100 bills. 

“We find $1 million in cash, and when we order a pizza, we 
have to dig in our pockets to come up with enough money to 
pay for it,” said Strong. “These guys aren’t paying taxes. They 
never worked a day in their lives.” 

They are Ph.D.s in crime. 

Crack houses are fortified with steel doors and iron grills on 
the inside of the windows. The windows have firing ports. 

Police have discovered houses with a secret tunnel dug down 
through a closet and under the house. The tunnels run 25 or 40 
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ABOVE: L.A. County Sheriff’s Department deputy frisks Grape 
Steet Watts gang member for weapons and drugs during raid on 
Watts area housing project. 


yards up into another house to provide escape routes. 

“They are so big they serve as a firing range,*’ said Strong. 

Dealers have digital scanners in their cars and houses that are 
turned to police channels. They have white t-shirts made into 
bulletproof vests, and their first shot is to cops’ heads. 

“You knock on the door with a .38 and a 16-year-old kid 
with a MAC 10 opens up,” said Strong. “You can only go 
through a door so many times and be lucky.” 

On the night we rode in Newton, officers there raided an 
apartment in the Pueblo del Rio housing project looking for 
guns that may have been used to shoot at police. When they 
entered the family apartment — its furniture carefully 
slipcovered in plastic, they recovered a semi-auto 9mm MAC 
11 and a S&W 9mm semi-automatic pisol, with two magazines 
full of Winchester Silvertips. 

“Until crack came along, we saw only .22s and .25s or a 
Saturday night special,” Paige said. 

Now the list of weapons recovered in L.A. reads like an arms 
dealer’s manifest: .45s, UZIs, .357s, MAC 10s and 11s, AKs, 
AR15s, a Mossberg shotgun, modified Mini-14s, a Thompson 
semi-auto carbine. It is rumored that two cases of hand 
grenades are for sale in Pueblo del Rio. 

Police are increasingly the targets of gang violence. Two 
L.A. law enforcement officers were killed in 1988 in 
gang-related murders, one wth an AR15. County-wide, there 
were 170 cases of battery to officers. 

Nationwide, DEA personnel suffered more assaults in the last 
two years than in the DEA’s 30-year history. Instances of 
kidnap, assault and torture have increased. Dead DEA agents 
are rumored to be worth a bounty of $300,000. 

The DEA is in the process of issuing submachine guns to its 
agents, according to Ronald Hollingshead — designed to shoot 
at very close range. 

The L.A. County Sheriffs Department allows its deputies to 
carry a 9mm Beretta or S&W. They have gone to hollow point 
“controlled expansion rounds.” 

“It used to be a sacred grail that you never took a shot at a 
cop,” said Fleischman. “Now they have more firepower than we 
do, including rounds that penetrate body armor and a car door.” 

But beyond the current threat is the bone-chilling fear of L.A. 
law enforcement that the gangsters of today are spawning a new 
breed of lawless children. That baby gangsters are growing up 
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believing its natural to have a machine pistol in the house. 

“They have a deep and bitter hatred for any law but their 
own,” said Paige. “We’re society’s watchdog and if a guy’ll 
kill us, then everyone else is dog meat to him.” 

DIE YOUNG 

If gang members live like gangsters, they also die young in 
gangland style slayings. 

“By the time they’re 25, they’re either dead, over the hill or 
in prison,” said Deputy Bob Rifkin. 

Men who live to 30 are venerated as “O.G.s,” Original 
Gangsters. 

At the scene of one gang-style murder, police found eight 
expended rounds of 7.62x39mm ComBloc ammunition near the 
riddled body of a known gang member. Apparently, a gold car 
drove up alongside him and someone in the car shot him once, 
the police say with a 7.62mm AK assault rifle. When he fell to 
the ground, the car pulled alongside him and shot him several 
times in the legs and buttocks. The bullets exited through his 
abdomen. 

In another incident, several gang members knocked on a 
man’s door. They asked him what gang he belonged to. When 
he told them the answer, they went to the car and got an AK. 
They busted through his kitchen door shooting. 

“Since 1986, the big rise in violence is related to dope,” 
said Lt. Brantley. “I’ve been working gangs since 1970, and 
I’ve yet to see a murder where the gang member wasn’t loaded. 
They always need alcohol or drugs. I’ve seen a lot of killings in 
17 years. From my experience, a sober guy doesn’t go out and 
try to shoot somebody. Even the hardcore gang members who 
you wouldn’t think would care if they killed somebody have to 
booze up or drug up to get the courage to do it.” 

“I believe their attitude about life is different than ours,” 
said Steve Strong. “They expect to die young, and so they do 
what they want while they’re here. 

“When a gang member dies, he’s laid out in a penguin suit, 
and if he’s a Crip, he’ll have a blue bow tie and hankie. He’ll 
be in a blue casket. Gang members go into the ground as 
gangsters. When they go down gangster-style, they’re heroes.” 

UNORGANIZED CRIME 

With the street slayings, the sophisticated weapons, and the 
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Members of Sur LOS, a traditional Hispanic gang in south L.A., 
throw signs for the camera. 


crack that is being supplied to other states from California, 
there has been speculation that the street gangs may be 
becoming Organized Crime. For the most part, neither the 
LAPD nor the L.A. County Sheriff believe this to be true. 

For one thing, the profits of street gangs are not being 
organized for the good of the gang. 

“They have too much greed to organize,” said Paige. “They 
are not their brother’s helper.” 

Neither are there identifiable leaders, nor a formal structure 
of leadership. 

“We looked at gangs from a quasi-military standpoint for 
organization,” said Fleischman. “There is none.” 

“The leader is the one who has the gun,” said Brantley. 

Leadership lies at a higher level in narcotics distribution. It is 
a known fact that the Colombians control the cocaine traffic 
into L.A. and deal with high level dealers who have their own 
chains of command. The street gangs, according to law 
enforcement, are far below this level. 

“They are being groomed and financed by other types of 
organized crime,” said Strong. “At higher levels, dealers 
control and supply four or five gangs.” 

But at that stage, they are defined as dealers rather than gang 
members. 

“They aren’t highly organized, thank God,” said 
Fleischman. “They outnumber us on the streets 10 to 1.” 

IS THERE A SOLUTION? 

The solution to the crack/gang connection is no less complex 
because the gangs aren’t organized. Law enforcement plays a 
part, although the valiant efforts of the individual officer or 
deputy aren’t enough. According to Paige, the battle is being 
lost by numbers. 

“That’s where we’re failing: manpower,” he said. “CRASH 
began with 40 officers and six detectives when there were 6,000 
gang members. Now, city wide, there are 60,000, and we still 
have 40 officers. We won’t see any impact until we have 
enough people on the street to effectively handle the caseload.” 


Education is thought to be part of the long-term solution. Los 
Angeles has the DARE (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) 
program where attractive, friendly cops council kids against 
drugs and gangs in the classroom. But the peer pressure of a 
gang is intense, especially when a kid is too frightened to walk 
to school. When the cops ridicule his brother or friends and 
haul them away. When gang members have nice clothes and 
cars, and he doesn’t. 

“Maybe this generation is lost,” Brantley said, voicing the 
opinion of many officers and deputies we talked to. 

Legislation passed in the last three years is growing teeth, 
albeit milk teeth. Police and deputies want tougher laws. 

“A record still doesn’t mean a thing,” one deputy said. 
“They may get picked up six times before they serve any time. 
Or they get a drug diversion (sent to a drug treatment program). 
That’s the funny thing. They aren’t using, they’re selling.” 

Stopping usage is part of the solution. Statistics show that 
school-age children are using fewer drugs, while people 18 to 34 
are using more. Usage would be stopped by making drugs 
unavailable. But plugging the holes where cocaine drifts into the 
United States may be impossible. The number of acres under coca 
production has increased 600 percent since 1985 and the product is 
being fired into the United States through every port. 

Or turning drug usage into a moral issue, with all those 
complex ramifications, may offer a solution. 

“The American public has tried for 20 years to find a 
technical response to drug use — to excuse it on the 
technicality that you’re doing your own thing or that drugs are 
bad for your health,” DEA’s Ron Hollingshead said. “I think 
we’re turning to the moral issue that drugs are bad not because 
they are illegal, but they are illegal because they are bad.” 

Convincing America’s white population to sit up and take 
notice is paramount to finding a solution, says law enforcement. 
Media coverage of street gangs has increased, but skeptics scoff 
that it was an election-year ploy. While the Hispanics and 
blacks killed their own, the murders were largely ignored by 
everyone but law enforcement until innocent white victims were 
killed. Crack is still considered a “black” drug, and probably 
will be until crack houses open in the suburbs. 

“Not even my wife can understand,” one gang specialist said. 

No one quotes statistics yet, but law enforcement say they 
know that crack is finding increasing acceptability in the white 
community. 

“It’s bad news now,” Brantley said, “but if it hits the 
college communities ...” 

White kids come into the area flashing cash,” Paige said. 
“We stop them within two blocks of the buy and make them 
turn over the dope. They ask us, ‘How do you know?* ” 

“I don’t see anything that pleasurable, that cheap, bypassing 
the white community,” Ron Hollingshead said. 

While it’s hardly a solution, both street gangs and street 
drugs seem to run in cycles. The Hispanic gangs preceded the 
blacks, and the new gangs, the gangs of the ’90s, may have 
black, Hispanic and oriental members. Before crack made it 
big, PCP was the drug of choice. Now LSD is making a 
comeback under other names. And speed, or methamphetamine, 
has drug authorities alarmed. It is said to be cheaper than 
cocaine and produces a longer-lasting high. Just $175 worth of 
chemicals can be processed and sold for $32,000. 

But would street gangs be able to market it? That is the 
question. 

“We’re shoveling sand against the wind,” James Walsh said. 

LAPD’s Marc Fleischman agrees: “Gang violence is here to 

stay.” 

Watch for part two of the crack/gang connection , coming 
soon. Correspondent Morgan Tanner details how the Los 
Angeles dope gangs have spread their insidious influence 
throughout the Midwest , where they've already established a 
foothold. We'll tell you what to look for in your own 
community, as well as describe the experiences of a white , 
middle-class crack user. Don't miss this important follow up — 
crack may soon be overtaking your neighborhood! ^ 


JUNE 89 


80LRIER OF FORTUNE 49 






SOF COIN OPS 


FATAL VISION 


J OSE was in a buoyant mood as he and 
his seven brothers of the glorious revolu¬ 
tion worked their way down the trail toward 
town and a night of celebration. This was 
their reward for catching the army patrol 
sleeping by the bridge. What fun they had 
hanging the puppet soldiers upside down 
from the bridge and cutting their throats and 
stuffing their genitals in their mouths. What 
a sight that was. Yes, the comm andante was 
very happy with them. They could just im¬ 
agine the other puppet soldiers of the im¬ 
perialists hiding in their barracks, afraid to 
come out, afraid to face the Heroes of the 
Revolution. 

Yes, tonight they would slip into the capital 
under the very nose of the puppet army of the 
American pigs and celebrate. Jose was very 
proud to serve the revolution. It did not matter 
that he could not see his family anymore. He 
knew in his heart that his folks would one day 
be very proud of him, although now it broke 
his father’s heart that he did not go to the 
Military Academy like his two older brothers 
and become an air force officer and fly the new 
helicopters. Well, they would be sorry for the 
way they had treated him. When the puppet 
government fell he would be a general in the 
People’s Army and, just maybe for his 
mother’s sake, he would see that his brothers 
were not shot. But, no matter, he had a new 
family now. 

When they first went to the mountains, 
the commandante had told them that he was 
their new father and the revolution was then- 
new family. But all that didn’t matter for the 
moment. Tonight, he and his friends were 
going to town. As they reached the cane 
fields at the bottom of Guazapa they could 
see lights from the small village where they 
would leave their weapons and catch a ride 
to the capital. 1 ‘Hey, amigos, I hear there is 
a new movie playing at the cinema.” 

But Jose would not see the new movie or 
his next birthday. As they stepped onto the 
main trail going into town, eight shots rang 
out and eight headless heroes of the revolu¬ 
tion fell to the ground. They had not seen the 
Hatchet Team 50 yards from them, or the IR 
(infrared) laser beams appear on their 
heads. For them the war was over. For the 
small group of camouflaged young para¬ 
troopers who were busy stripping the dead 
Gs of their weapons (eight M16s mid one 
Browning Hi-powcr), a new phase of the 
war was just beginning. High technology 
had come the the anti-guerrilla war in El 
Salvador. 

Anyone who has spent hours sitting in a 
night ambush site, where he could not see his 
hand in front of his face, has wished for the 




ABOVE: Airborne sniper holds 
M16A1-mounted IR laser target designator 
author discusses in article. Wearing IR 
goggles, sniper need only track laser beam 
to target. Conventional sighting is not 
required. Although it looks like a scope, it 
is an IR laser projector. These devices were 
without any markings — they could be 
either sterile or prototypes — but author’s 
guess as to manufacturer is Litton. 


ABOVE: Snipers trained by author in 
January-February 1989 were issued A/N 
PVS-4 second-generation Starlight scopes. 
Claflin reports they consistently kept within 
a 12-inch square at 200 yards. 



ABOVE: Ambush on Guazapa. A genera) 
purpose machine gun such as the M60 is 
handy for hosing down the kill zone of an 
ambush site, but for night ambushes, 
one-round kills with an IR laser night sight 
are even better. 
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Taking Back the Night in El Salvador 

Text & Photos by Harry Claflin 


ability to see what he is trying to shoot, or 
even better, to know he is going to hit what 
he is ambushing. As the eight Gs found out 
the hard way, the days of “mad minute” 
ambushes where everybody dumps one or 
two full-auto magazines into the kill zone 
while the M60 tries to hose down the whole 
site are in the past, thanks to the IR laser rifle 
sight and night-vision goggles. The IR laser 
beam cannot be seen by the naked eye even 
at night, but only through IR goggles. Prop¬ 
erly adjusted, the IR laser sight puts a crisp 
dot of light at the precise point of aim. It* s the 
red dot for sure shot — but its only visible 
through the goggles. 

When I went to El Salvador in 1983 the 
only night-vision equipment I had really 
worked with was the Starlight scope we had 
in Vietnam. I had played around with the 
IR-reading night-vision goggles but had 
never used them in combat. As for the IR 
laser sight, I had never seen one before. 
Normally in the Salvadoran army the pla¬ 
toon commander is the only one who has 
night-vision goggles, and most of these are 
not taken to the field for want of batteries. 
This has improved over the years, but it is 
still not what it should be. The IR laser rifle 
sights spent most of their time in the supply 
room for the same reason. It would be a 
story in itself to analyze why their supply 
system doesn’t work. 

I first came across the IR laser sights 
when I was working with the recon platoon 
of the Airborne Battalion. Once, as we were 
getting ready to go on a night ambush, I 
noticed that one of the troopers had a strange 
looking device mounted on his M16.1 asked 
him if I could look at it. 

“Sure, no problem.” 

“Fine, what is it?” He explained to me it 
was a laser sight. I turned it on but could not 
see anything. 

“NO, NO, saigento, we must go outside 
where it is dark.” On the way out he handed 
me a set of night vision goggles to wear. 
Outside I put on the goggles and touched the 
switch tape on the side of the rifle. A beam of 
light hit the building across the street. Taking 
off the goggles, I tried it again. I could see 
nothing. Boy, was this neat. With the goggles 
back on I could see a guard down on the flight 
line about 200 meters away. 

I pointed the rifle at him and hit the 
switch. The beam shot out and I was about 
six feet off. After moving the beam to the 
right and down, I had him. He never knew, 
but if I had been the enemy he would have 
been dead. I had been out several times on 
night operations with the recon platoon and 
had never seen the laser sights used before. I 
wondered why. Back inside I asked the 
lieutenant how many of the laser sights they 
had. He told me, and I replied, “No shit, 
how come you don’t use them all the time?’ ’ 


uw SPECIALIST 

Writing from nearly 30 years’ experi¬ 
ence in unconventional warfare, much 
of it in Central America and all of it 
fighting communist insurgencies, Harry 
Claflin is well known to SOF readers. 
Claflin recently returned from yet 
another stint training government troops 
in El Salvador. 


A new introduction to the El Salvadoran 
military is Litton’s Night Vision Weapon 
Sight. Aiming is done through the sight by 
tracking a red dot on the target, visible 
through the IR laser goggles. Less than 
11-inches long, the unit weighs less than two 
pounds and can be detached and used as 
hand-held surveillance device. Drawing by 
Jim Scofield 



“We only have the one that you can hit 
anything with, and then only at very short 
range. It is off about a foot at 25 meters.” 
The discussion ended, as it was time to go 
on patrol. 

Sometimes I think rotten weather holds 
back and waits just for me to go on a night 
ambush. By the time we left the camp pe¬ 
rimeter, a fine mist had settled in and the wind 
had picked up to about 20 knots. We planned 
to go about four klicks and set up our ambush 
sight overlooking a set of railroad tracks which 
came into town from the north. These tracks 
led into the poorer part of Dopango, and were 
one of the routes the Gs used to get into town. 
To escape detection the lieutenant had chosen 
a route that took us down one of the many 
small creeks which run through town and are 
used as open sewers. 

Over the years the creek had eaten away 
the soft ground until the banks were 40-100 
feet tall, and steep. At a spot the platoon had 
used before, we slid down into the water. It 
was one of those fast little creeks that varies 
from boot-top to about belly-button deep, 


with the bottom littered with everything hu¬ 
mans have ever thought of throwing away. I 
had no doubt we would get to our ambush 
site undetected. No troops in their right 
minds would wade through this garbage pit 
to reach their objective. As we moved along 
the steep bank I kept thinking to myself, “If 
you slip and fall, there aren’t enough anti¬ 
biotics in the world to save your ass.” 

The wind had picked up and so had the 
rain by the time we crawled up out of the 
sewer. I asked the lieutenant how much 
farther we had to go, and he told me about 
300 meters. Our exit point had taken us past 
the edge of town, and hopefully past any 
watchful eyes. I don’t think we really had to 
worry anyway, because you couldn’t see six 
feet in front of you. The only problem was 
the damned dogs. Everyone in the world 
knew someone was in the area; they just 
didn’t know who. Sometimes I think a dog 
can hear a rat fart a half-mile away. 

A little before midnight we were in posi¬ 
tion. The lieutenant had picked a place 
where the railroad tracks ran through a cut. 
We placed the claymores along the bottom 
of the cut, then climbed up on top. By this 
time everybody was really starting to get 
cold. There was no cover at all and the wind 
was cutting into us. We all got our ponchos 
out and prepared to make the best of it. The 
weather was beginning to take its toll. As 
soon as I lay down I started to shake from 
the cold and wet. This was going to be a 
long night. 

By 03001 couldn’t feel my feet anymore 
and my legs were going numb. Not even a 
stray dog had came down the track, and I 
was starting to develop a very bad attitude. 
“Screw ’em all,” I thought. “I ain’t going 
on no more night ambushes. I’m getting too 
old for this shit. That dumb-ass lieutenant 
should have known there wouldn’t be any¬ 
one out on a night like this. The damn Gs are 
a hell of a lot smarter than we are; they're 
not out freezing their asses off sitting in a 
stupid ambush site.” 

I had pretty much settled down to just 
feeling sorry for myself when the lieutenant 
came over and told me we were going back. 
Hot damn, about time! I started to get up and 
fell flat on my ass. The lieutenant helped me 
up and we slid back down to the tracks. 
After picking up the claymores we started 
back down the tracks toward town. It took 
about 20 minutes for my legs to start work¬ 
ing again. 

We stopped while the point man went 
ahead to check things out, and I asked the 
lieutenant if we were swimming the sewer 
back to the base. He said no; we were going 
to slip into town and become just one of the 
patrols that are in the village at night. We 

Continued on page 76 
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SOF COMBAT REPORT 


AFGHANISTAN’ 


Muj Morale and 
Mettle Open Road 

to Kabul by Rob Schultheis 


W E were less than four hours from Jegdeleg. I had just 
climbed out of a gully. Two mujahideen were 50 yards 
ahead of me, while the rest of the men and the pack horses 
were behind, in the floor of the ravine. Suddenly, an unearthly 
roar, like a Minotaur’s cry, rolled down the canyon. I froze and 
watched as two MiGs, flying less than 70 feet off the ground, 
appeared, following the same ravine we had been traversing. 
The pilots saw me and tilted their wings for a better view. It 
was crazy. I could have hit them easily with a rock, a baseball, 
a football. If we had been friends, we would have probably 
been able to recognize each other. The pilots saw a lone 
Afghan, carrying a pack and wearing baggy native clothes, a 
Chitrali cap and a blanket. They flew on down the canyon and 
disappeared — just as the rest of the mujahideen and the horses 
emerged from the shadows of the gully. 

I didn’t know what to say. I was petrified, appalled. The muj 
pointed down the ravine where the planes had disappeared and 
laughed. “MiG, MiG,” they said, mockingly. “Too much MiG 
Jegdeleg!” They laughed as if the Soviets and their imperial 
might were the silliest, most ridiculous thing in the entire 
universe. I was beginning to see the power, the secret strength 
of the mujahideen and the Afghan people. They are the kind of 
men you can kill but never, ever, defeat. 

We were on a trail in the Safed Koh Moutains. Since the 
beginning of the Afghan war, the Safed Koh have been the 
geographic key to the survival and success of the anti-Soviet 
resistance. Abutting the “parrot’s beak” of Pakistan that 
protrudes into Afghanistan southwest of Peshawar, overlooking 
the capital city of Kabul and the key towns of Jalalabad, Khost, 
Gardez and Pol-i-Alam, the Safed Koh range has been the most 
fiercely contested territory in the entire war. Today, with the 
Soviets (officiary) out of Afghanistan and their Afghan 
communist allies on the defensive, this mujahideen “iron 
triangle” has become the staging area for what may turn out to 
be the climactic battles of the war, the final stages of 
Afghanistan’s liberation. 

I first traveled through the Safed Koh area back in the spring 
of 1984, in the bad old days of the war when the Soviet 
Union’s unopposed air power made the mujahideen, indeed all 
Afghans, hunted animals in their own country. We crossed the 
border above Terri Mangal under cover of dusk, and traveled 
west. Our goal was the bombed-out village of Dobanday, a 
guerrilla stronghold of the edge of the Logar Valley. 

It took us two days to get to Dobanday, and all the way there 
we saw signs of the Soviet Union’s overwhelming military 
superiority and the Afghan people’s just as overwhelming 
determination not to yield or surrender. Under cover of night, 
huge guerrilla convoys of 500, 1,000, 2,000 men moved across 
the mountains toward the interior of the country. There were 
men lugging AKs, old Enfields, even museum-piece Martinis; 


horses loaded with ammo cans, sacks of food, recoilless rifle 
rounds, RPG-7s; camels top-heavy with DShK “Dashika” 
12.7mm and 14.5mm ZGU “Zigroiat” heavy machine guns, 
the mujahideen’s pathetic antiaircraft arsenal back in 1984. 
Some of these convoys were bound for the Soviet border, 17 or 
18 days away. Teenaged peasant kids from Badakshan, Takhar, 
Kunduz, who had walked unarmed all the way to Pakistan, 
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begged weapons from the resistance groups based there and 
were on their way home to fight. 

It was a tough time. The big Soviet/Afghan army firebase at 
Jaji threatened many of the infiltration routes. At night, 
machine-gun fire, mortar and artillery shells and rockets lashed 
the valleys and mountainsides. By day, Antonov spotter planes 
cruised the skies looking for targets. Mi-24 gunships prowled in 


ON THE ROAD IN AFGHANISTAN 

• ■ 

A Colorado native, Rob Schuitheis is a widely traveled 
foreign correspondent who has filed reports for such diverse 
publications as the Washington Post , Newsweek , Smith¬ 
sonian and Mother Jones . His first article for Soldier of 
Fortune (“Night Fight at Morro,” May 1988) recounted a 
close brush with Soviet Spetsnaz commandos on one of his 
many treks through Afghanistan with the mujahideen. 

Author, left rear, assists in medevac of wounded muj with 
12.7mm slug in his head. In Peshawar, Kuwaiti surgeons 
extracted the round in a seven-hour operation. Photo: Bob 


m 


Rockets from Chinese-made 107mm BM-12 headed down 
range. Photo: Mike Winchester 


teams of twos and fours, and MiGs roared on their way to bash 
guerrilla bases, villages and towns. We passed through dozens 
of bombed-out villages, their fine adobe buildings shattered, 
their fields cratered, their elaborate canal systems in ruins. The 
Afghans were hanging on, through sheer will power, but it was 
a grossly unequal struggle. 

Dobanday was an important resistance center. Located in a 
deep canyon where the Safed Koh descended to the Logar 
Valley, it provided shelter for both local guerrillas and muj 
convoys headed further into Afghanistan. Like the rest of the 
Safed Koh country, though, it was under constant threat from 
Soviet and Afghan army attack. Helibome Soviet commandos 
made hit-and-run raids on the place regularly and armored 
convoys attacked the lower reaches of the canyon every few 
months. The civilian population of Dobanday, which before the 
war had totalled more than 20,000, fled to Pakistan early in the 
war. The mujahideen, their wives and children safely in refugee 
camps in Pakistan, lived in the ruins of their ancestral homes. 

Even by 1984 standards they were pitifully underequipped. 
AKs were rare. Most fighters toted battered old Enfields. There 
were no boots, no warm clothing, no sleeping bags, no radios 
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and no medicine. RPGs were scarce and so were mines. For 
antitank weapons, they sawed open unexploded Soviet bombs 
and rockets and used the high explosives to build Rube 
Goldberg mines or made Molotov cocktails. Antiaircraft 
weaponry was even scarcer. I remember the excitement at one 
marcaz (camp) when news came that they were going to receive 
a double-barreled DShK machine gun from resistance leaders in 
Pakistan! Meanwhile, Mi-24 gunships cruised the canyon rims, 
insolently omnipotent. The guerrillas crouched in the shadows, 
pointing their rifles at the armored monsters above them, then- 
faces tight with helpless rage. 

They may have been underequipped, but the mujahideen on 
the western edge of the Safed Koh were far from defeated. 
Along with the guerrillas in the Logar Valley, they still attacked 
convoys along the main Kabul-Gardez highway. The sides of 
the road were littered with bumed-out shells of tanks, APCs and 
trucks — junkyard monuments to the dreams of glory of the 


Soviet Empire. 

Things were tough in the Safed Koh that spring, and they 
were even worse when I returned to the area the following 
winter. 

This time I decided to go north, to Jegdeleg, where a 
commander named Mohammed Anwar Khan was causing lots 
of trouble for the Soviets along the Kabul-Jalalabad-Khyber 
highway. Jegdeleg was less than 25 miles from Kabul and less 
than eight miles from the main road. It’s the place where 142 
years earlier the Afghans massacred Brits in wholesale lots 
during the latter’s disastrous winter retreat from Kabul (see 
“Afghan Death March,” SOF, February ’89). The Soviets had 
driven its 25,000 civilians to Pakistan early in the war, with 
their usual MiG and gunship bombardments. Still, Anwar and 
his mujahideen were hanging on in Jegdeleg, attacking the 
highway and the big hydroelectric plant at Soroobi. 

I was traveling with a supply caravan this time, a dozen or so 
muj and maybe 10 horses, loaded with food and ammunition. 

As on the previous trip, Soviet air power was a constant 
menace. We crossed the border above Terri Mangal at dusk and 
traveled several hours in darkness before stopping for the night 
at a teahouse. It took us two more days to get to Jegdeleg, and 
we made it through basically by pure luck. The skies were full 
of Soviet aircraft: Antonovs, MiGs, gunships. At dawn, from 
Azrow, we watched jets make bombing runs on the marcaz of 
Brigadier Afghani, another famous commander, at Tirzeen, just 
over the hill from Jegdeleg. The last day’s march to Jegdeleg 
passed through a killing zone of barren, coverless badlands 
where scores of mujahideen and refugees had been killed, 
mostly by gunships. It was an awful place. It was here that the 
encounter with the MiG described at the beginning of this 
article took place. 

Jegdeleg itself gave me even more respect for the 
mujahideen. The place had been bombed until it looked like the 


AFGHANISTAN THROUGH THE 
LOOKING GLASS: MARK URBAN 

The war in Afghanistan has generated a mountain of 
pro-Soviet disinformation. After you’ve covered the war a 
while you get used to it. But on this last trip through Pesha¬ 
war, I ran into a new piece of propaganda-disguised-as- 
joumalism so outrageous, so blatantly biased, that it deserves 
mention. The book is War in Afghanistan , written by one 
Mark Urban and published by MacMillan Press in the United 
Kingdom in 1988. The author is identified on the back cover as 
Defence Correspondent of The Independent, as ex-subaltern in 
the 4th Royal Tank Regiment, a graduate of the London School 
of Economics and a sometime contributor to BBC Television. 

Urban pretends to be an unbiased and apolitical military 
analyst, but he is wrong so often, always in a way favoring 
the Soviets, that the real purpose of his book is crystal-clear: 
to defame the Afghan resistance as a bunch of unworthy, 
incompetent losers, while glossing over Soviet atrocities and 
war crimes and picturing the Kabul regime as the inevitable 
future rulers of Afghanistan. 

It would take forever to go over all the falsehoods in 
Urban’s book. Here is a sampling: 

On page 77, Urban writes of the Afghan refugees in 
Pakistan, “The guerrilla parties entered an unscrupulous 
competition for recruits among these people. The refugee 
population is supported by international aid and by the pro¬ 
duction and traffic of heroin and other narcotics.” First of 
all, as any experienced Afghan War correspondent will tell 
you, it isn’t easy to become a mujahid. The major resistance 
parties choose their fighters carefully — religious fervor, 
character, courage, maturity, all arc investigated — and 


there have always been many more volunteers than there 
have been openings in the mujahideen “army.” Secondly, 
most narcotics trafficking along the Pakistan-Afghanistan 
border is controlled by the Kukikhels and other Pakistani 
tribes who are, in fact, hostile to the mujahideen and who in 
fact receive arms and money from the Kabul government and 
the Soviets. Inside Afghanistan, most opium poppy produc¬ 
tion is in areas controlled by the Soviets and Kabul, like the 
plains about Jalalabad. 

On pages 56-57, Urban mocks allegations of Soviet chem¬ 
ical warfare in Afghanistan and quotes a British journalist 
who calls such reports ‘ *a CIA fabrication. ’ ’ Alas, hundreds of 
thousands of people have seen the film, shot in the summer of 
1980 by Dutch reporter Bemd de Bmin, of a Soviet Mi-24 
gunsiup spraying an Afghan village with a cloud of yellowish 
smoke and de Bmin’s picture of one of the dead victims. Pretty 
convincing evidence, I’d say. 

Urban characterizes the mujahideen as “terrorists” on 
page 219 and accuses them of having 4 ‘planted bombs in city 
streets, killed mullahs, destroyed schools, hospitals and 
mosques.” Nowhere in the book are Soviet atrocities and 
war crimes honestly dealt with. Reading Urban after you’ve 
actually been in wartime Afghanistan is like finding yourself 
in Lewis Carroll’s Through the Looking Glass , or in Orwell’s 
1984, where the truth is turned inside-out. The Soviets have 
killed over a million Afghan civilians since the war began; they 
and their Kabul quislings have executed tens, perhaps hundreds 
of thousands of people at Pol-i-Charia Prison alone. Mujahideen 
violence toward their fellow Afghans is similar to the violence 
the French Resistance in World War n inflicted on Nazi col¬ 
laborators, certainly no worse, no more brutal, and equally as 
justified. Traitors are never popular, especially in an occupied 
country. 
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moon, but it was still unconquered. One guerrilla pointed out a 
bomb crater at the edge of the river that had filled with water 
and said, “Russian aid project. Swimming pool for Jegdeleg. 
Thank you, Mister Brezhnev, Mister Andropov, Mister 
Chernenko!” 

The place was under almost constant attack. Four days ! 
before, a column of tanks had rolled up the valley — the muj 
showed me the tracks — and left after losing two of their 
number to rocket-propelled grenades. Before they departed, the 
Soviets left booby-trapped toys (in this case bright red model 
trucks) on the ground — on the off chance there might still be 
some children in Jegdeleg to pick them up. A 14-year-old 
shepherd boy did. Luckily the device was defective and only 
ripped the flesh from part of his thumb and fingers. A young 
muj medic was cleaning the ugly wound daily, trying to save 
the hand from infection. 

This time Jegdeleg was relatively quiet. The Soviets were 
bombing Tirzeen, closing in on it with armor and airborne 
commandos. In 1984, the mujahideen were relatively disunited 
and fragmented. The guerrillas of Jegdeleg didn't think of 
sending help to Brig. Afghani’s beleaguered marcaz. 

On our way back to Pakistan, my guide and I just missed 
running into the helibome Soviet commando blocking force 
south of Tirzeen. The weather saved us. An early blizzard 
swept down out of the Hindu Kush, cutting visibility to less 
than a mile, dumping a foot or more of snow. Deprived of 
effective air support, the Soviets pulled out their commandos 
and called off their attack on Tirzeen. But a few months later a 
Soviet force captured Tirzeen, killed Brig. Afghani and 
scattered his resistance fighters. 

Things got worse, much worse, in the Safed Koh before they 
got better. The period between 1984 and 1986, in fact, marked 
the nadir of the Afghan resistance as a whole. In August 1985 a 
combined Soviet/Afghan army force of some 25,000 men 
attacked the Safed Koh from three directions: the south, west 
and north. Mujahideen “safe areas” like Zhawar, Azrow and 
Wageeza were overrun and vast supplies of arms and 
ammunition were destroyed. The Soviets drove all the way to 
the pass above Terri Mangal, the Pakistani border town from 
which probably 75 percent of all mujahideen supplies entered 
Afghanistan. One armored column swept through Jegdeleg from 
the south. Commander Anwar and his men scattered into the 
surrounding hills, outmanned and outgunned. The iron triangle of 
the Safed Koh had been pierced, broken. 

The years 1985 and ’86 also marked the height of the 
Soviets’ helibome ambush strategy. Spetsnaz commando 
squads, averaging from 40 to 60 men, were inserted by 
helicopter along supply routes, where they ambushed guerrilla 
columns and supply caravans. Again, Soviet success depended 
on technological superiority. With night scopes, suppressed 
assault rifles, radios and helicopters, Soviet commandos could 
annihilate the best and bravest mujahideen with relative ease. In 
the Safed Koh, trails like the ones to Dobanday and Jegdeleg 
became even more dangerous than before. If the bombing didn’t 
get you, the ambushes would. Even the marcazes themselves 
weren’t safe. In one incident, a massive Soviet helibome force 
occupied Jegdeleg and then left. One group of Anwar’s 
mujahideen returned to the bombed-out house that was their 
base and were killed by a commando squad left behind in the 
house to ambush returning guerrillas. 

In retrospect, it is hard to believe that the mujahideen of the 
Safed Koh and the rest of Afghanistan survived that hopeless 
time; not only survived, but kept on fighting and attacking. 

From his base at Zhawar, at the southern end of the Safed 
Koh, Commander Hawqani’s guerrillas continued their seige of 
Khost. Between Soviet raids on his Jegdeleg base Anwar still 
attacked convoys on the Kabul-Jalalabad highway and the 
enemy base at Soroobi. From Dobanday and surrounding 
marcazes, mujahideen swept down onto the plains of Logar, 
knocking off convoys bound for Gardez and Khost, reinforcing 
the stubborn guerrilla forces of Dr. Faizullah at Baraki-Barak 
and Baraki-Rajan. And, despite everything the Soviets could 



Mujahid at Chaunay garrison, Paktia Province, wearing 
Soviet helmet, magazine pouches for AK and shouldering 
40mm Chinese Type 69 antitank grenade launcher. Photo: 

Ed Grazda 

do, men and supplies continued to flow up the pass from Terri 
Mangal on the back trails of the Safed Koh and on to the 
Panjshir Valley, Bamian, Paghoan, and Ghazni, all the way to 
the borders of the Soviet Union itself. 

During the last couple of years, since the mujahideen 
received Stingers, Blowpipes, BM-1 and BM-12 rockets and 
other modem arms, there has been a tendency among Afghan 
watchers to credit the turnaround in the fortunes of the Afghan 
resistance to technology; once the muj received the weapons 
they needed, they started winning. This is partly true but also 
partly false. The mujahideen probably wouldn’t be winning the 
war today without Stingers and the other new weapons, but in a 
sense they had already won the war when the first of the new 
“super-weapons” began arriving in 1986-87. 

I remember a conversation I had with Dr. Faizullah in 
Peshawar back in 1984. Faizullah was and is the head of 
Jamiat-i-Islami (Islamic Society), one of the two most important 
Afghan resistance groups in Logar Province, just southwest of 
the communist-controlled capital city of Kabul. Under his 
leadership, Logar had remained resistance turf throughout the 
war. The situation could be likened to an enemy power 
occupying Washington, D.C., but still unable to secure Fairfax 
County a decade later. 

It wasn’t only what Dr. Faizullah said, it was his presence, 
the power of the man. Towering, with a huge coal-black beard 
and implacable burning eyes, he was a figure out of another 
age, the kind of man who smashes empires and topples false 
idols in the dust. If the men in the Kremlin could have heard 
him talking about the war, they would have started their 
withdrawal in 1984 instead of waiting until now. “The 
shurovee (Soviets) have many powerful weapons and machines, 
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but nothing else,” Faizullah said. “They believe in nothing. 
That is why we will defeat them, even if it takes 100 or 500 
years.” His tone was absolute, as if he could see it all in a 
crystal ball. Perhaps he could. 

Not all wars are won by the good guys, of course, but the 
Afghans are not only good, they are also a people with an 
almost supernatural strength, resilience and self-confidence. When 
they decided to fight the shurovee to the finish, they meant it. 
When the Stingers and the other new weapons finally did arrive, 
there was a fierce army of battle-hardened true believers waiting to 
use them. 

I didn’t return to the Safed Koh again until February 1988. In 
the intervening years I had visited Barikot, Asadadabad, 
Jalalabad and other parts of the war zone. Things had changed 
completely since my last visit. Instead of sneaking across the 
border above Terri Mangal by night, I crossed in broad daylight 
in a mujahideen four-wheel drive Japanese pickup. The top of 
the pass was now a complex of guerrilla base camps and supply 
dumps dug into the mountainsides and ravines. Anwar now had 
a marcaz here, where his men gathered on their way to Jegdeleg 
from the refugee camps inside Pakistan. 

The Soviets and Afghan army still had their base in the 
Chowni District of Jaji, only a few miles away, but it was no 
longer really a factor in the war. In May 1987. the Soviets, 
along with a dispirited Afghan army contingent, had mounted 
what would be their last grand offensive in the Safed Koh. As 
in previous operations, armored and airborne units, under heavy 
air cover, attempted to link up with the forces at Chowni and 
push to the border. This time the shurovee had suffered a 
crushing defeat. Anwar’s Stinger operators and heavy machine 
gunners knocked the Soviets’ helicopter cover from the sky and, 
without air superiority, the elite Soviet Spetsnaz commandos 
who spearheaded the operation proved no match for the 
battle-hardened mujahideen of Anwar, Hawqani and other 
veteran Safed Koh commanders. It was impossible to put 
together an accurate estimate of Soviet losses — the muj told of 
Spetsnaz units chopped to pieces in the night with Khyber 
knives, of other units breaking and running, fleeing the 
battlefield — but there were plenty of AK-74s and RPG-16 
grenade launchers in evidence, taken from dead shurovee. 

Now supplies flowed freely from the border into the country, 
and the enemy forces at Chowni were holed up like rats in a 
disused drainpipe, firing only when fired upon. I went along 
with some of the local muj, allies of Anwar’s, on one of then- 
regular hit-and-run harassment operations against Chowni. From 
a couple of hundred yards out, across a minefield, we blasted 
away with AKs, RPG-7s and a single faulty BM-1 that jammed 
after firing one round. It was bitterly cold and snowing hard. 

The enemy returned fire with several heavy machine guns. 
Bullets whizzed around us. A dug-in tank, probably a T-72, 
fired its big gun at us, missing by less than 30 yards. The muj 
kept on shooting until a young guerrilla named Chinaur went 
down, just as he fired his RPG. We dragged him into one of 
the shallow foxholes. It looked like a heavy machine-gun round 
had grazed his skull just over his right ear. He was 
semiconscious, seemingly in bad shape. As the other 
mujahideen began firing again, two guerrillas, photographer 
Bob Nickelsberg and I carried Chinaur away from the fighting, 
while someone else ran to get help. It took us nine hours to get 
Chinaur across the border into Pakistan in a pickup truck. The 
next day, Kuwaiti surgeons in Peshawar discovered a 12.7mm 
machine gun slug inside Chinaur’s skull and removed it in a 
seven hour operation. 

That day’s action at Chowni was small and inconclusive, but it 
was the kind of fighting that won the war for the mujahideen. 

They are relentless, like gravity or time. They are both the 
irresistible force and the immovable object. They would keep on 
attacking Chowni, for years, decades, centuries, until it was gone. 

By the time I returned to the Safed Koh in November 1988, 
Chowni had fallen. The mujahideen had driven the enemy from the 
Safed Koh and all the Logar Valley had been liberated, except for 
Pol i-Alam and the copper mine at Ainak. The nearest communist 



Victorious mujahideen pose atop abandoned Soviet T-55 tank 
at Chaunay garrison in Paktia Province. Photo: Ed Grazda 


positions were Khost in the south and Soroobi in the north, both 
under heavy siege. 

Chowni had fallen that summer, and its capture was yet 
another sign the enemy’s will was failing. If Chowni’s 
defenders had wanted to, they could have made the base’s 
capture a bloody business, costing hundreds of mujahideen 
lives. There were 17 separate strongpoints, with bunkers dug 20 
feet underground, too deep for the heaviest muj weapons to 
reach. Fields of literally tens of thousands of mines covered 
every possible approach. But the Afghan army troops and their 
Soviet advisers pulled out anyway, inexplicably leaving behind 
enough intact weapomy to equip a small army: howitzers, 
scores of tanks. BTRs and HMDs, mountains of cases of small 
arms ammo. The muj were like kids in a candy store, 
hot-rodding around the border in APCs, dressing up in captured 
helmets and jackets (“Hey, look. I’m a shurovee!”). It was 
really beautiful and funny at the same time. 

I spent a few days at Anwar’s Jaji marcaz, watching the men 
and arms flow north toward Jegdeleg. There were still newer 
weapons now, wire-guided MILAN antitank rockets and big 
American surfacc-to-surface missiles the muj called 
“Secker-Cs,” Anwar was using them to cut the Kabul-Jalalabad 
highway. The road had been totally closed for almost a month 
now and Soroobi, the last major enemy stronghold between 
Kabul and Jalalabad, was under serious siege. 

It was a completely different war from the one in 1984. Now 
you could hire a pickup truck-taxi and ride almost all the way 
to Dobanday! A couple of times a day MiG-27s made desultory 
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bombing and rocketing runs, but from such high altitude they 
couldn’t hope to hit anything worthwhile. The week before, 
they had tried coming in lower, and a sharp-eyed muj machine 
gunner shot one of them down. That seemed to have 
discouraged other MiG pilots for the time being. 

Most impressive and amazing of all, though, was “The 
Road.” Anwar had decided to build a road all the way to 
Jegdeleg, and by God he was doing it. What it really was, was 
a road to Kabul. When the muj finished it in the spring it would 
hit the main highway less than 25 miles from the capital, the 
“Road to the Final Victory.” 

Already the road crossed the high pass between Jaji and 
Azrow, an amazing engineering feat involving dozens of 
switchbacks whittled out of the steep mountainsides. I 
remembered hiking that pass back in 1984, slogging up icy 
snowdrifts past camels loaded with arms and ammo, skidding 
and falling. Jaji to Azrow was a grueling day, day-and-a-half 
march then. Now it was a three- or four-hour drive, done 
dozens of times a day by jeeps and pickups and heavy trucks 
carrying cargo and men. For 1,000 Pakistani rupees (about 
$55), three or four people could rent a truck and driver and go 
from Terri Mangal all die way to Azrow, or vice versa, 
nonstop. 

Azrow must have been lovely before the war. Sprawled along 
the confluence of two rivers, mountains on all sides, its tall 
adobe houses with their intricately carved wooden doors and 
windows were set among thick groves of trees and patchworks 
of fields. Now, in November 1988, it was in even worse shape 
than it was four years ago, the last time I was here. There had 
been a lot of bombing, and plenty of ground lighting, too — 
gutted rooms, toppled walls, exposed beams, craters. Total 
destruction. But life goes on, even here. On a hillside, a family 


! who had recently returned from the camps in Pakistan was 
rebuilding its house. The mujahideen were everywhere, of 
course, living in the depths of what were once their homes. On 
the mountainside north of Azrow, big bulldozers were at work, 
pushing the road over the next series of passes to Wageeza. 
From there it would be comparatively easy to extend it to 
Jegdeleg. 

Anwar had a big operation going in Jegdeleg. More than a 
thousand mujahideen were gathering there, mostly from Jamiat, 
Anwar’s party, but representing all the major resistance groups. 
Anwar was now in regular contact with commanders from 
Younis Khalis’ Hezbi-i-Islami (Islamic Party), which with 
Jamiat constitutes probably 90 percent of the effective Afghan 
resistance movement. Khalis’ commanders to the east were 
beseiging Jalalabad, Afghanistan’s fifth largest city, and they 
had already captured Torkham on the Pakistan-Afghanistan 
border. Everything east of Kabul was collapsing. 

I was supposed to meet Anwar in Jegdeleg, but it wasn’t to 
be, not this time. During the hike from Azrow to Jegdeleg I felt 
increasingly lightheaded. By the time we were approaching the 
last range of dry hills, maybe three more hours, I had a raging 
fever of the seeing-double and thinking-delirium variety. 
Malaria? Dengue fever? Who knows. I had never gotten sick on 
nine previous visits to Afghanistan, three before the war and six 
during, but I sure was now. I felt like hell. 

I spent the next four or five days in a marcaz in a little 
bombed-out village, trying to feel better. The local muj fussed 
over me, singing me songs, drowning me in tea, offering me 
ancient, mysterious pills from their pathetic medical supply box. 
I took every antibiotic I had with me, but nothing helped. I was 
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1/9 Cav Chews 
’em Up Near 
Chu Lai 


EASY PICKINGS 


by Matt Brennan 

T urkey shoots. 

Our first low-level flights over the 
“liberated zones” were turkey shoots, as 
the scouts and gunships caught squads 
and platoons of North Vietnamese Army 
troops in the open, day after day. The 
NVA would stand frozen in their col¬ 
umns, gaping at the low flying choppers 
until our gunners killed them. 

Bravo Troop, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry 
(Aerial Reconnaissance) was the troop 
usually assigned to conduct reconnaissance 
for the 3rd Brigade of the 1st Cavalry Divi¬ 
sion (Airmobile). The troop’s cutting edge 
was 11 heavily armed UH-1C gunships, 10 
H-13 scout ships, four lift ships and an 
infantry platoon — the Blues — to which I 
was assigned. Maximum combat strength, 
if all ships were flying (they never were) 
was 100 men. They were distributed as 44 
gunship crewmen, 20 scout crewmen, 12 
lift crewmen and a Blue platoon with an 
authorized strength of 42 which rarely total¬ 
led more than 20 men. 

The scouts and gunships flew in teams, 
with an H-13 on the deck and a gunship 
covering it from a slightly higher altitude. 
These were the “pink teams.” Battles 
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Famous photo of Blues in An Lao 
Valley. Platoon Sergeant Wilkerson is 
first to jump from skid. Photo: U.S. 

Army 

started by the pink teams were exploited by 
a landing of the Blues. While a more pure 
form of scouting (fixing locations and guid¬ 
ing larger units to the contact area) may 
have been the troop’s mission when it ar¬ 
rived in Vietnam in 1965, by 1967 we were 
more concerned with killing enemy soldiers 
ourselves. Other units were involved only 
after it became clear that a fight was just too 
big for us to handle without some help. 

The troop moved north from operations 
in the An Lao Valley in early October 1967. 
We were to scout for an Army task force 
called Oregon that was replacing the Marine 
infantry in the Hiep Duc-Que Son valleys 
northwest of the Chu Lai air base. We 
screened at various times for elements of the 
4th Infantry Division, 1st Brigade of the 
101st Airborne Division, 3rd Brigade of the 
1st Cav, and the 196th Light Infantry Bri¬ 
gade. As had happened during a similar 
arrangement in the spring of that year at Due 
Pho, the line units took credit for some of 
the troop’s kills and most of the captured 
weapons. Many of the helicopter sightings 
in the twin valleys were so large that line 
companies rather than the Blues were in¬ 
serted to exploit them. The infantry platoon 
was kept busy securing downed choppers 
and engaging small units in relatively open 
areas, although one of the scout-gunship- 
Blue operations became the most successful 
cavalry raid of the Vietnam War. 

The Que Son Valley was roughly divided 
into three zones when we arrived. There 
was a secure zone along part of the coast, 
centered around the Chu Lai air base. This 
was bordered by a contested zone that began 
just west of Tam Ky and contained a string 
of fire support bases. Further to the west 
were “liberated zones’’ which showed 
almost no evidence of the war up to that 
point. While the contested zone held half- 
destroyed villages and populated areas, the 
“liberated zones’’ consisted of green rice 
fields that were ready for harvest, and neat, 
populated villages that often supported 
NVA garrison companies. 

The ‘‘liberated zones” appeared to be the 
most prosperous part of the valley for three 
reasons. First, they had the most fertile soil. 
Second, the farmers must still have been 
under the illusion that the communists 
would allow them to keep their rice fields as 
family holdings; communization would 
proceed only after the war was won, and the 
farmers were still unaware of this. The third 

LEFT: Que Son Valley was roughly 
divided into three zones when Bravo 
Troop arrived: a secure zone along part 
of the coast (centered around the Chu 
Lai air base), a contested zone that 
began just west of Tam Ky, containing a 
string of fire support bases, and further 
to the west “liberated zones” which 
showed almost no evidence of the war up 
to that point. 


factor concerned Marine operations in the 
region. The Marines had been occupied 
with fighting farther north, along the DMZ 
and west of Da Nang. In much of the Que 
Son Valley Marine operations consisted of 
raids, with little capability for prolonged 
operations near the western mountains. 
There were more pressing problems further 
north, so the villages appeared to have been 
left alone. 

So they were unprepared when we first 
started low-level flights. No NVA unit in 
the Cav area further south would have dared 
to cross open rice fields in broad daylight, 
but this was a totally new form of warfare 
for these people. They would either stand 
frozen in their columns or simply lie down 
flat as the Scouts’ gunships attacked them. 

The turkey shoots gradually tapered off to 
individual kills and small fights as the NVA 
began using camouflage and avoided open 
areas in daylight hours. An important 
change came when they began moving 
12.7mm machine guns into the valley, and 
their soldiers started shooting back, rather 
than staring up and waiting to die. The B/l/9 
commander was shot down 13 times and our 


Blues at Chu Lai. Note crossed sabers oi 
Bravo Troop chopper. A Cav line troop 
company captured a directive instructing 
NVA not to shoot at choppers with 
crossed sabers on their noses and alert 
them to NVA presence in the area. 
Author kneels in lower right hand 
corner. Photo: Author’s collection 
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Matt Brennan served 39 months in 
Vietnam, including 26 months with the 
9th Cav, the 1st Cav Division’s recon 
squadron. He has published two books 
about his experiences, Brennan's War 
and Headhunters , both available through 
Presidio Press and Pocket Books. 
Headhunters is a collection of stories by 
28 veterans. All royalties from the Pres¬ 
idio Press hardback edition of that book 
go to scholarships for the children of 9th 
Cav MIAs and KIAs. Mr. Brennan lives 
in Kansas, and is currently working on 
an expanded collection of 9th Cav 
memoirs. 


chopper losses in general were quite heavy. 
We were operating on the valley floor and 
most of the downed choppers were re¬ 
covered for repair. Because of our immedi¬ 
ate medevac capability, men who were not 
killed outright could be flown to a hospital 
before the effects of shock set in. 

Although our troop was supposed to have 
25 choppers, we were down to two by 14 
November 1967. We had lost 17 helicopters 
the day before in a fight with an NVA antiair¬ 
craft battalion. The troop was brought back up 
to strength within a few days with borrowed 
choppers, and the Que Son Valley slugging 
match resumed. Probably as an economy 
measure, some of the reconnaissance flights 
were redirected to an area along the coast, 
southeast of a fire support base called Baldy. 
A hornet’s nest was uncovered there in an area 
we called the ‘ ‘one-man bunkers. ’ ’ Here NVA 
replacements were brought in from the sea 
each night and spent the days in individual 
bunkers. These bunkers proved very good at 
engaging choppers with antiaircraft fire. They 
were hard to locate and destroy, and it seemed 
to make no difference if they were; there were 
always more rifles waiting the next morning. 

In the last week of November, a Cav line 
company captured a directive instructing the 
NVA not to shoot at choppers with crossed 
sabers on their noses (Bravo Troop’s chop¬ 
pers). It was raining more each day, and either 
the weather or the directive was causing poor 
hunting in the Que Son Valley. Bravo Troop 
had killed about 700 NVA in less than two 
months, and the task force was taking a heavy 
toll as well. Targets were just not as easy to 
find as before. 

Our best day was 5 December 1967. The 
platoon of Blues had not even left the 
armored base where we had waited for a 
mission since dawn, and all the troop’s re¬ 
con flights had killed only eight NVA. The 
pink teams were on “last light” missions 
around the Que Son Valley, and when they 
returned the troop would fly in formation 
back to Chu Lai. 

Light was just beginning to fade when the 
platoon sergeant dropped the handset he 
was monitoring and shouted, “Let’s go, 
Blue! On the double!” 

The platoon rolled away from underneath 
the bellies and tails of the slicks, saddled up 
and climbed on board. We were airborne 
within a minute. The door gunner on each 
slick always briefed his squad on the mis¬ 
sion. Ours said, “Somebody shot at the 
major’s gunship in the Que Son Valley. 
Broke the gunner’s arm. Major’s mad as 
hell and wants the gook that did it.” He 
didn’t tell us that the major’s gunners had 
already killed four NVA. I assumed that we 
were after one man. Blues on the other 
slicks were getting their briefings and may 
have known more than we did, depending 
on what their slick gunners had learned. 

Our slicks dropped toward the ridges that 
separated the An Hoa Basin from the Que 
Son Valley. Gunships were rocketing a 
grassy knoll while a scout ship hovered over 

Continued on page 80 
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TANK BUSTERS 



Muj Hammer Communist 
Armor With Euromissile’s 
MILAN 


A Soviet-built T-54 tank of the Kabul 
xjLregime’s army advanced slowly down 
the road, firing from short halts at mujahi¬ 
deen positions on the bare slopes known as 
Black Mountain. For years tanks had been 
powerful and fearsome foes for Afghan re¬ 
sistance fighters, but this time was dif¬ 
ferent. Suddenly an explosion rocked the 
tank and stopped it dead in its tracks. The 
newest weapon in the mujahideen arsenal 
had made a successful debut — enter the 
MILAN antitank guided missile (ATGM). 

The Afghan resistance's successful use of 
the high-tech Franco-German Euromissile 
MILAN (an acronym of its French- 
language description) has, despite the dif¬ 
ficult conditions under which it has been 
used, demonstrated that the mujahideen are 
capable of effectively using j ust about every 
weapon. It has also shown the importance of 
the ATGM throughout the spectrum of con¬ 
flict. Most important, it has provided the 
Afghan resistance with a powerful new 
capability that has the potential of denying 
communist tanks the use of the roads of 
Afghanistan, just as the US.-built Stinger 
man-portable, heat-seeking, surface-to-air 
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missile denied communist helicopters the 
use of the skies. \ 

Through the optical sights of an ATGM 
launcher, a tank almost two kilometers 
away does not appear bold and distinct as it 
does in the black-and-white silhouette of a 
recognition manual. Even through magnify¬ 
ing optics, it looks like a camouflaged bee¬ 
tle, its movements difficult to anticipate, its 
outlines indistinct and obscured by the dust 
raised by its tracks. Moreover, tanks usually 
don't come singly, and those not hit will 
have their turn to hit back. If tankers see the 
missile coming, they can dodge or weave, 
or hit the firing position with high explosive 
rounds and machine-gun fire; the missile 
travels 200 meters in a second, the same 
time as it takes the tank to rotate its turret 17 
degrees, ....^ 

A duel between a tank and an antitank 
gunner has the same adrenaline overload as 
a high-noon Dodge City showdown, when 
each second spent getting metal on-target 
will determine who will be around to do it 
again tomorrow. •* J; 

Once the gunner gets his crosshairs on the 
tank and is tracking it, he can fire. The 


SOF Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown 
examines MILAN during recent trip to 
Afghanistan. Brown was first western 
journalist to report that muj had 
received the MILAN, Photo: SOF staff 


missile will automatically fly to wherever 
the crosshairs are pointing. The guidance 
mechanism generates corrections, tracking 
a flare on the tail of the missile, and auto¬ 
matically sends them down the two thin 
wires the missile unravels as it flies. Re¬ 
gardless of suppressive fire, the gunner 
must keep the crosshairs on the tank until 
the missile strikes home, detonating its 
shaped-charge warhead. 

This sounds, and is, highly complicated, 
especially if the target is shooting back. But 
it can also be very effective: ATGMs can 
achieve a maximum hit potential *of more 
than 90 percent. 

The MILAN was first used in action in 
Afghanistan during June-July 1988, but it 
appears that the decision to supply MILANs to 
the Afghans was taken in early 1987. While all 
MILANs are made in Europe, the Afghans are 
not sure where the launchers and missiles 
came from. Probably a friendly Islamic nation 
provided them from its stocks, and Egypt has 
been suggested as a likely source. The number 
of MILANs in the resistance arsenal is not 
large. The initial batch was about 160 missiles 
and estimates of launchers range from 15 to 
40. More may have been provided since then. 
In late 1988, MILAN launchers were in action 
throughout Afghanistan south of the Hindu 
Kush and, although overall numbers have 
been limited, the supply of rounds has so far 
been adequate. 

A weapon such as the MILAN requires 
effective training for its gunners in courses 
that last several weeks. MILAN training 
was given to the resistance outside of 
Afghanistan in a friendly nation — not 
necessarily the same as the one that pro¬ 
vided the missiles. The gunners achieved a 
high level of proficiency. This was due, in 
large part, to the fact that most of the gun¬ 
ners for the MILAN were selected from 
veteran RPG-7 gunners. These men were 
already used to the fundamentals of antitank 
warfare, including the noise of firing. Most 
importantly, they had demonstrated a will¬ 
ingness and an ability to hit tanks and get 
away with it. Some groups looked to other 
qualified manpower sources. The National 
Islamic Front of Afghanistan, one of the 
Peshawar-based resistance parties, uses ex¬ 
army officers to operate its MILANs, be¬ 
cause the latter are familiar with modem 
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weapons. 

MILANs first reached in Afghanistan re¬ 
sistance hands in early 1988. There were 
problems initially because many of the 
rounds, when tested, proved to be life- 
expired. However, these problems were de¬ 
tected and ironed out before the missiles 
went into action. 

MILANs were not first given out exclu¬ 
sively to the Hezb-i-Islami parties of Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar and Younis Khalis, as 
were the Stinger SAMs when they first ar¬ 
rived in 1986. Rather, the limited numbers 
of MILANs available were spread through¬ 
out the Peshawar-based parties. 

By mid-year, the Afghans were finally 
ready to take the MILAN into action. 
MILANs were present, but not fired, when 
the Kabul-Jalalabad highway was cut in 
July, in conjunction with heavy rocket 
attacks against Jalalabad. But once it be¬ 
came apparent that Jalalabad was not going 
to fall quickly, as some Afghans had be¬ 
lieved, the MILAN had to be fit into a new 
battle plan. The MILAN would supplement 
other antitank weapons in blocking the 
roads of eastern Afghanistan, making any 
communist garrisons east of Jalalabad (in¬ 
cluding those in the Kunar Valley) unten¬ 
able, harassing Kabul regime forces as they 
withdrew, and, finally, cutting the road be¬ 
tween Kabul and Jalalabad. 

It was in achieving these objectives that 
the MILAN saw its first use, at Black 
Mountain in Nangarhar province during 
July 1988, MILAN teams from Jamiat-i - 
Islami and Hezb-i-Islami (Khalis) were both 
in action and the new weapon was a 
tremendous success. At about the same 
time. Engineer Homayni, a Hezb-i-Islami 
(Khalis) Nangarhar Province commander, 
used the MILAN in action. Jamiat-i-Isiami 
MILANs were also introduced to the Kunar 
Valley. The reported results at first sounded 
like traditional Afghan exaggeration, but 
they were soon confirmed. Of the first 23 
MILAN rounds fired, the Afghans scored 
19 hits, each yielding a destroyed tank, 
BMP, APC, or five-ton truck. This despite 
the fact that in Afghanistan the MILAN is so 
rare that there is almost never more than one 
available for use at a given point, unlike in 
Western armies where two MILAN teams 
are used at a time for mutual support. 

Soon, MILAN operations were progres¬ 
sing. In September, another Hezb-i-Islami 
(Khalis) commander, Sahibzada Amanul- 
lah, took a MILAN team into action as part 
of an attack against a regime convoy mov¬ 
ing down the Kunar Valley, from Chaga 
Sarai to Jalalabad. The Afghans claimed 
three tanks, one APC and four trucks des¬ 
troyed, MILANs were used by Palawan 
Mohammed Anwar, a Jamiat-i-Islami com¬ 
mander who operates in Kabul Province, in 
his attacks on the Kabul-Jalalabad highway 
in October. At least two tanks were knocked 
out by MILANs. Soon afterwards, National 
Islamic Front of Afghanistan forces took the 
MILAN into combat to cut the same stretch 
of road in an operation led by Rahim War- 
dak, tbeir senior military man. Askold 


Kruskhelnycky, a journalist watching the 
operation from the high ground, wrote in the 
London Sunday Times of 6 November: “A 
Soviet-built T^54 tank on the road 2,000 ft. 
below, about a mile to the east, sent a shell 
crashing into our position ... the tank then 
began firing on the mujahaddin artillery on 
the peak above, scoring a direct hit on a 
group manning a mortar ... It was not until 
the next day that the tank was knocked out 
by rocket-propelled grenades and a 
MILAN...” 

Despite this, some Afghans remained un¬ 
convinced about the MILAN. Hadji Abdul 
Haq of the Hezb-i-Islami (Khalis) and the 
most important Afghan commander in the 
area around Kabul, has not used the MILAN 
but is familiar with it. 

‘ ‘MILAN was used in Black Mountains, in 
Kunar, on the Kabul-Jalalabad road/’ he 
says. He is not impressed with the weapon, 
“i.. [it is] not very effective. The 
MILAN is mainly a flat area weapon, and in 
Afghanistan there are mountains on both sides 
of roads. Mostly made for Europe or desert. It 
could be [due to] training problems.** 

However other Afghans, including those 
in Abdul Haq’s own party, do not agree. 


Mohammed Es Haq, political officer of 
Hezb-i-Islami (Khalis), confirmed his par¬ 
ty’s use of the MILAN east of Kabul and in 
Nangarhar, reporting the missiles "have 
done good work. ’ ’ General Yahya Nawroz, 
senior military man of the Harakat-i- 
InquiJabi party of Nabi Mohammedi, "has 
had good reports” on MILAN. The general 
reports his mujahideen have used it with 
* ^excellent effectiveness. M But at the end of 
1988 there remained few MILAN launchers 
in Afghanistan: "Only two or three with 
Harakat ” To make up for the lack, the 
general reports that some of his mujahideen 
make use of British-built Shorts Blowpipe 
SAMs as ATGMs, using them against 
armored vehicles since the communists no 
longer fly within range of them. FaridJan, 
the Harakat commander in the Zadron Val¬ 
ley of Paktia Province, has knocked out 
three armored vehicles with three Blowpipe 
rounds. 

But the most significant use of the 
MILAN so far was in the fighting around 
Torkham during November 1988. At the 
easternmost edge of Afghanistan, Torkham 
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THE MILAN ANTITANK 
GUIDED MISSILE 

Designed and built: FRG, France 
Year of adoption: 1972 
Missile length: 755mm 
Missile diameter: 116mm 
Missile weight, with container: 6.7kg 
Weight of warhead: 2.98kg 
Maximum velocity: 200m/s 
Range: 

Maximum: 2000m 
Minimum: 25m 
Armor penetration: 550mm 



Euromissile's MILAN antitank guided 
missile gives Afghan resistance the 
potential to deny communist tanks the 
use of roads of Afghanistan, just as 
U.S.-built Stinger surface-to-air missiles 
denied communist helicopters use of the 
skies. Photo: SOF staff 

A second-generation ATGM, similar 
to the U.S. -designed TOW and Dragon, 
the MILAN missile carries a shaped- 
charge warhead. Each “bird” also con¬ 
tains booster and sustainer rocket 
motors, guidance system gear and in¬ 
frared tracking flare. It is stored in a 


launch tube that fits directly onto its 
man-portable tripod-mounted launcher, 
on which there is mounted a control 
panel, sight, ground command guidance 
gear, and power supply. A two-man 
crew is required, and extra ammunition 
carriers are often used. 

MILAN is a substantially bigger 
weapon than the U.S. Dragon, with a 
corresponding weight penalty. But it has 
a range twice that of the U.S. weapon 
and can use the MIRA thermal imaging 
night sight, although this has not been 
supplied to the Afghans. The MILAN 
can also be used with the gunner prone, 
unlike the Dragon. Its missile is faster in 
flight, minimizing exposure time. Be¬ 
cause the MILAN missile is launched 
from its tube by a piston, it has less of a 
backblast to reveal the firing position 
than the Dragon. 

MILAN shares some of the limita¬ 
tions of the Dragon. The designed mini¬ 
mum range has proven hard to attain in 
service and, in actual use, the minimum 
range of the MILAN can be as much as 
300m. Neither of the shaped charge war¬ 
heads of the two ATGMs can penetrate 
the latest Soviet main battle tanks and 
both are vulnerable to being defeated by 
reactive armor (not yet used in Afghani¬ 
stan), although improved warheads are 
being developed for both missiles. 

MILAN’S guidance system is semi¬ 
automatic, with infrared missile tracking 
gear and with a wire command link, 
mounted on the tripod. 

MILAN is used by armed forces of 
France, West Germany, Great Britain, 
Chad, Belgium, Turkey, Italy, Portugal, 
Spain, Syria, Egypt, and Somalia. 
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SOP READER FORUM 

TRAGIC 
ERROR OR 
COVERUP? 

Case Anything But Closed 
On USS Liberty 

Photos Courtesy USS Liberty Veterans Association 


Editor's Note: When we first started Parting 
Shot our concept was to set aside one page 
in the magazine for articles or long letters 
that would enable us to bring to the attention 
of our readers topics which just wouldn't fit 
within the framework of our regular col¬ 
umns, departments and features. As much 
as possible we also wanted to reserve Part¬ 
ing Shot as a sort of sound-off section for 
our readers. We decided that, within 
reasonable limits, we would allow readers 
to expound opinions in Parting Shot with 
which we didn't necessarily agree; and to 
run Parting Shot commentaries without ex¬ 
tensive fact-checking, because when it 
comes to reader commentary facts are less 
important than perceptions. We assumed 
those 4 ‘ contrary'' Parting Shots would elicit 
some controversy and generate reader in¬ 
terest and letters. 

Which is like saying it's a bad idea to kick 
over a hornet's nest. 

Although the attack on the Liberty is almost 
22 years in our past it still clearly gets the 
blood boiling. The second Liberty Parting 
Shot, authored by Thomas Berger ; which 
essentially defended the Israeli 44 accidental" 
version of the event, triggered an unmatched 
Flak response and some of the letters were 
certainly provocative. Because we received so 
many letters — all expressing the opinion that 
the attack was deliberate — we elected to run 
portions of them in an expanded Flak feature. 

The volume of mail also led to our obtain¬ 
ing a copy of James Ennes' Assault On The 
Liberty. Ennes, an officer aboard the Liber¬ 
ty who was wounded in the attack, is the 
historian of the USS Liberty Veterans Asso¬ 
ciation (Dept. SOF, Box 169, Cavour, SD 
57324). After the attack and especially 
since his retirement from the Navy in 1978, 
Ennes has ferreted out enough evidence 


from official Navy records, Israeli sources 
and eye-witness accounts from Liberty sur¬ 
vivors to build a very damning case. 

Ennes' argument that the Israelis knew 
exactly what ship they were attacking is 
convincing. 

That in itself is troubling, but Ennes' 
accusations of failure to support the Liberty 
during the attack and subsequent coverup by 
the US Navy and American government are 
more so. The Navy and government moved 
at flank speed following the incident to cov¬ 
er up the decision that had placed the Liber¬ 
ty in harm's way, a whole series of com¬ 
munications failures that contributed to the 
incident, and the Navy's unpardonable fai¬ 
lure to come to the defense of the ship dur¬ 
ing the attack. Jets were launched from 
American aircraft carriers to go to the de¬ 
fense of the Liberty but they were recalled 
while the ship was still under attack, prob¬ 
ably by then Secretary of Defense Robert 
McNamara, according to Ennes. After the 
ship limped to Malta the Navy conducted an 
inquiry of the conduct of the crew during the 
attack but did not deal with the more impor¬ 
tant issues of 4 'Was the attack deliberate?" 
and if so 4 4 Why did the Israelis attack the 
Liberty?” 

There was no real investigation then, nor 
has there been one since. 

SOF's opinion is that there should have 
been one then and even though too much time 
has passed to probably reach an undisputed 
finding today, there should still be one. 

We should allow no nation to attack 
American military forces without a full, 
complete and public investigation into cul¬ 
pability on the part of the attacking forces 
and incomptence on the part of our military 
and political leaders. 


Sirs: 

There has never been a fair and accurate 
accounting of the USS Liberty incident. The 
so-called “court of inquiry,” which was 
hastily convened, listened only half¬ 
heartedly to the testimony. It seemed a de¬ 
termination regarding intent was made prior 
to convening and the board was simply 
“going through the required motions.” 
Testimony of key witnesses was totally 
ignored, and those who were petitioned 
were well rehearsed in what was to be said. 

Robert McNamara told Congress on 26 
July 1967, “It was the conclusion of the 
investigatory body, headed by an Admiral 
of the Navy, in whom we have great confi¬ 
dence, that the attack was not intentional. ’ ’ 
The Liberty court of inquiry took two days 
to make a decision. Contrast this to the Stark 
inquiry which lasted eight months. 

Speculation regarding the attack can be 
twofold, and we don’t disregard your 
assumption, Mr. Berger. You deserve your 
opinion, however wrong it might be. It is 
the opinion of many learned people, includ¬ 
ing Dean Rusk [Secretary of State at the 
time] and former Chief of Naval Operations 
Admiral Thomas Moorer, that the attack 
was intentional. Intentional to me means 
premeditated. “The Liberty was only 14 
miles off the Sinai coast and far from the 
Sixth Fleet to which it belonged,” says Mr. 
Berger. Berger also says that Mordechai 
Hod, former Israeli air force chief, stated 
that no planes were sent on reconnaissance 
of the ship prior to the attack. The ship was 
overflown 13 times from 0600 to 1245 local 
time, according to the ship’s log. 

During a video-tape interview for 
Thames Television of Great Britain, in 
1986, Pinchas Pinchasy, naval liaison offic¬ 
er with the Israeli air force, reported to naval 
headquarters in Haifa that a Navy vessel 
operating in the southern command had 
been identified as a U.S. intelligence¬ 
gathering vessel. This was at 0600 on the 
morning of 8 June 1967. After consulting 
with Jane's Fighting Ships and using the 
hull markings, the ship was identified as the 
USS Liberty. The duty officer at naval 
headquarters, Haifa, Avraham Lunz, states 
that at 0800, shortly after he took over the 
watch, he placed a tower on the battle con¬ 
trol table which identified Liberty. At 
approximately the same time aboard Liber¬ 
ty , the watch was being changed and the 
oncoming officer of the deck, James Ennes, 
noted that the 5x7-foot steaming ensign dis¬ 
played on the gaff was tattered and dirty. He 
ordered it replaced with a new flag. The 
ensign was hoisted and now flew proudly, 
unfurled, in 12 knots of breeze. The 
appropriate notation was entered into the 
ship’s log. Throughout the morning, as the 
number of overflights increased, the crew 
topside found it comforting to see the flag 
flying. There would be no question regard¬ 
ing the identity of their vessel. These men 
knew, too, that a fresh coat of paint blank¬ 
eted Liberty and the hull number, GTR-5 
painted on the bow, was easily visible to 
aircraft. 
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Berger adds insult to injury when he 
states, “acording to testimony of the crew 
members, in the investigation which R.R. 
Fraser says never took place, lack of wind 
before the attack would have made it diffi¬ 
cult, if not impossible, to recognize the 
American flag.” First, Fraser never says 
there was no investigation. He says, “no 
one inside the Navy would publicly support 
the Liberty survivors’ repeated calls for an 
in depth inquiry .” Additionally, no crew 
member of the Liberty ever testified that the 
flag wasn’t flying due to lack of wind. I’ll 
gladly submit sworn affidavits from dozens 
of men who saw the flag flying. 

Berger says “the Liberty's location, far 
south (just off the Egyptian-Israeli border) 
was hardly an optimal or logical position for 
monitoring activities on the northern border 
with Syria. ” Quite the contrary, radio wave 
propogation, or the method in which radio 
waves are sent out, differs from radar. 
Radar is a line-of-sight transmission, where 
a signal is sent out and an image is returned 
electronically when the signal interprets a 
disturbance. Radio waves are continuous, 
the distance they travel determined only by 
the power of the transmitter, and they con¬ 
tain intelligence, like music, news broad¬ 
casts and dots and dashes. The signals lose 
power as they travel and the amount of loss 
is determined by any obstructions they 
might encounter such as buildings, the 
ground, etc. Salt water happens to be a great 
medium for the propagation of radio waves, 
so they travel great distances. The oper¬ 
ational area for Liberty was pre-determined 
because this location would provide opti¬ 
mum listening to a larger radius than would 
be possible in another location, like say 30 
miles outside Haifa. 

Berger says, “the idea that Israel ‘simply 
botched’ a plan to sink the ship with all 
hands is ludicrous.” After nearly eight 
hours of reconnaissance, a game plan was 
established, Israel knew Liberty was vir¬ 
tually defenseless. The only thing that dis¬ 
turbed the IDF was the presence of a mas¬ 
sive array of antennae, which put Liberty 
within seconds of a worldwide communica¬ 
tions network. They never doubted their 
military capabilities and felt a concentrated 
attack by certain IDF units would be suffi¬ 
cient to eliminate Liberty. Speculation has it 
that the many overflights were necessary to 

One Israeli reconnaissance aircraft which 
repeatedly overflew Liberty during early 
morning hours of 8 June 1967, prior to 
attack. 



Israeli Mystere jet passes over Liberty 
during bombing and strafing runs. Barely 
noticeable is 10-inch hole in stack (in 
shadow, behind railing) from AP rocket — 
one of 821 such rocket and machine gun 
holes. 

correctly identify each transmitting anten¬ 
na. By destroying the antennas during the 
initial attack, the only defense would be 
gone. Liberty's window to the world would 
be shut. 

At approximately 1330 Tel Aviv time on 
8 June 1967, jets were dispatched to con¬ 
duct the low-level destruction of the USS 
Liberty. The aircraft were not diverted from 
important military targets in Egypt as Mr. 
Berger suggests. The attack, which began at 
approximately 1400, lasted for nearly one 
hour and 15 minutes. The first wave of jets 
approached from forward of Liberty and, as 
planned, placed a rocket at the base of each 
of Liberty's transmitting antennas. Joe 
Meadors, signalman, was responsible for 
the ship’s flags and noticed that after the 
initial attack, the number two starboard 
halyard that housed the ensign had been 
blasted away. Along with Russell David, 
they braved the ferocious assault and suc¬ 
cessfully raised a 9x13-foot holiday flag up 
the number four port halyard. The one thing 
that couldn’t be anticipated, nor stopped, 
was the ingenuity of people who suddenly 
find themselves targets and are fighting for 
survival. Liberty sailors in the radio room 
pieced together enough serviceable equip¬ 
ment to send a message that would alert the 
Navy to the predicament of Liberty . An 
emergency connection patched the one 
operable transmitter to a hastily repaired 
antenna. Within a few seconds, an acknowl¬ 
edgement of Liberty *s mayday was sent by a 
radio operator aboard the USS Saratoga . 
The Mirage jets continued firing rocket, 
cannon and machine guns at Liberty. They 
were followed by slower Mystere jets drop¬ 
ping napalm, then motor torpedo boats fir¬ 
ing torpedoes. During the entire time the 
torpedo boats were in attack formation and 
went into actual torpedo runs. The Liberty 
continuously flashed via lamp “a U.S. 
Navy ship,” but was ignored. After deliver¬ 


ing what they thought was the final blow, 
the torpedo boats began circling the ship 
firing machine guns at the life boats which 
had been dumped over the side when the 
order £ ‘prepare to abandon ship’ ’ was given 
by the captain. This, in essence, ensured no 
escape for the wounded and remaining 
crew, and virtually sealed their fate. Final¬ 
ly, helicopters carrying fully armed, combat 
ready troops arrived. Then, almost as sud¬ 
denly as they appeared, the helicopters left 
in the same direction they came from. 

To harbor thoughts that this was a case of 
mistaken identity is naive. It probably ranks 
as one of the longest, most elaborate and 
well orchestrated mistakes in the annals of 
military history. I suggest you re-evaluate 
your thoughts, Mr. Berger, and gather sub¬ 
stantial data before you allow opinion to 
overwhelm logic. The last thing that Mr. 
Fraser called for is a full scale investigation 
by our Congress into the Liberty incident. 
As an American, you should be equally 
interested in why 34 Americans died for no 
obvious reason. The wanton loss of life far 
outweighs the cost of such an investigation. 

Robert Casale, 

USS Liberty Veterans Association 

Hicksville, New York 


Sirs: 

Mr. Berger is intent on either misinform¬ 
ing the general public or has his head up his 
ass. The reason I say this is Mr. Berger used 
only statements from the party in question, 
the Israeli government. That’s like asking 
Hinkley — ‘ ‘Did you want to kill the Presi¬ 
dent?” If he responded “no,” then I sup¬ 
pose Mr. Berger would chalk it up to an 
accident. 

I have read every article on the Liberty 
that has crossed my path, and I am con¬ 
vinced that there was definitely a coverup 
by both countries involved. For what 
reasons only a certain few know for sure. 

I want this response in Loving Memory 
of: Carl Christian Nygren, CSN, USS 
Liberty , June 8, 1967. 

Jon A. Nygren 
Andes, New York 
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Sirs: 

The investigation referred to by Berger 
was the official naval inquiry conducted by 
Admiral “Ike” Kidd, which only inquired 
into crew performance during the Israeli 
attack. Admiral Kidd supports a thorough 
investigation of the reason why 34 young 
American sailors were obliged to die and 
171 others were obliged to suffer wounds 
which have lasted until this very day for 
some victims. 

There are many distinguished Americans 
who believe that the Israeli attack was de¬ 
liberate and premeditated- They include 
Dean Rusk, who was Secretary of State at 
the time of the Israeli attack on the USS 
Liberty , George Ball, Under-Secretary of 
State in the Kennedy and Johnson adminis¬ 
trations, Clark Clifford, Admiral Arleigh 
Burke, General Marshall Carter, Richard 
Helms, Admiral Thomas Moorer and many 
others too numerous to include in this limit¬ 
ed space. 

William Gartland 

Rio, Wisconsin 


Sirs: 

Following is the information that Mr. 
Berger gives for the events, followed by 
what really happened. 

Israeli forces were advised that there 
were no U.S. vessels within 100 miles. 

FACT: When asked for the location of 
any U.S. vessels along the coast, the U.S. 
made no reply. 

The Liberty resembled the Egyptian ship 
El Quseir. 

FACT: The El Quseir bore a highly su¬ 
perficial resemblence to the Liberty , but 
looked even more like the majority of 
ocean-going tramp steamers. There were 
also several distinct differences between the 
two. The El Quseir was half the length of the 
Liberty and lacked the latter’s extensive 
antenna array. The location of the super¬ 
structure island, a primary recognition fea¬ 
ture of merchant ships, is widely different 
than that on the Liberty. The Liberty also 
bore distinctive hull markings. 

The El Quseir was also hardly a candidate 
for any wartime expeditions. A 38-year-old 
transport that could carry 400 hundred men 
for short distances, the ship was in such 
poor shape that it would soon be sold for 
scrap. 

As El Quseir had a known top speed of 14 
knots, it is incomprehensible that, when the 
Liberty’s speed was first reported to be 30 
knots, the ship could have been identified as 
the El Quseir. 

Israel had no motive for an attack. 

FACT: The Liberty , in her position, was 
capable of receiving transmissions from 
throughout the war zone, including the in¬ 
vasion sites. Information gained by the 
Liberty could be used to determine the 
morale, tactics, procedures, discipline and 
military objectives on both sides. Other in¬ 
formation gained could help to forecast 
other battles at later times. 

Also, it was made known to Israel that the 


United States would only provide support if 
she acted in self defense. And thus far, 
everything that Israel had done was labeled 
as such by Israel. 

With Jordan agreeing to a cease-fire, and 
Egypt effectively put out of the war, the 
world was screaming for peace. But Israel 
still wanted the Syrian heights. Could Israel 
still make the attack and not be seen as the 
aggressor? Not as long as the Liberty was 
there, so it had to go. 

As the parting note, the caption under the 
photo gives the wrong date. May 2 was 
when the Liberty left port, and she was 
attacked on 8 June. 

Mike Hagen 
Santa Rosa, CA 



One of three Israeli motor torpedo boats 
(behind ladder) prepares to make a run. Six 
torpedoes were fired during this incident, 
approximately 35 minutes into attack, which 
lasted about an hour and 15 minutes. 
Twenty-five men in research compartments 
were killed instantly when torpedo struck 
Liberty’s starboard side just below water 
line, leaving a 40-foot hole. 


Sirs: 

The article was a collection of misstate¬ 
ments, inaccuracies and false “facts.” I 
believe that this article was a slight to the 
Americans who fought and died on that 
ship, and it deserves a response. 

Berger claimed that no reconnaissance 
flights were sent over the Liberty. Actually, 
between 0600 and the attack, the Liberty log 
reports overflights by a recon configured 
C-119 with Israeli markings six times. 
Israeli Mirage IE jets overflew the ship 
twice hours before the attack — at 1000 the 
jets radioed back to base that the vessel was 
American. Berger claims that the aircraft in 
question were attacking Egyptian targets, 
but while C-119s have been used as 
gunships, they don’t serve in an attack role 
in a high-threat environment. 

Other facts speak toward the attack being 
deliberate. It was a coordinated attack with 
air and naval units. Preprogrammed jam¬ 
ming pods carried by the Mirages were set 
for U.S. Navy distress frequencies (they 
could not jam all radio frequencies). Blinker 
light messages to the torpedo boats were 
fired at. The Israelis are not prone to making 
mistakes of this magnitude, and it is un¬ 
reasonable to assert that they did. 

The most unfortunate part of the entire 
incident was that there was no real inves¬ 
tigation. While a court of inquiry was held. 


the investigation into the two-hour attack 
took only four days. By contrast, the attack 
on the Stark took 90 seconds; the investiga¬ 
tion, eight months. The deck log was not 
consulted, and Liberty crew members were 
not interviewed. Hrankowski says that “the 
investigation was a sham. There were no 
facts or findings that were legal.” No com¬ 
plete investigation has ever been conducted. 

There is no memorial to the men of the 
USS Liberty . The incident has been swept 
under the carpet in Washington. This inci¬ 
dent, in which 34 Americans died and the 
Liberty’s captain was awarded the Medal of 
Honor, is still the subject of lies, propagan¬ 
da, and official insensitivity. The truth de¬ 
serves to be told — and its source must be 
the Americans involved in the incident, not 
the IDF. Our men deserve no less. 

Michael W. Pietrucha 

USS Liberty Veterans Association 

Fair Oaks, California 


Sirs: 

Beiger unwisely chose to write his piece 
from the American-Israeli Public Affairs 
Committee’s 1989 edition of “Myths and 
Facts.” SOF should be more careful in print¬ 
ing propaganda instead of truth and facts. 

Berger quoted McNamara as saying the 
Israeli attack was not intentional. If you 
remember, McNamara was the Secretary of 
Defense who stated in 1965 or 1966 “We 
can see light at the end of the tunnel [Viet¬ 
nam].” I have a letter from then-Secretary 
of State Dean Rusk which states: “I never 
believed the Israeli attack on the Liberty 
was other than deliberate and I told the 
Israelis that.” The only trouble with that is 
he did not tell the American public that until 
recently. 

Gip D. Oldham, Jr. 

Dallas, Texas 


Sirs: 

Mr. Berger implies that a thorough inves¬ 
tigation of the attack on the Liberty , where 
34 men were killed and 171 wounded, was 
completed by Secretary of Defense Robert 
McNamara between 8 June 1967 and 26 
July 1967, a period of 48 days. 

The investigation indicated that the attack 
on the Liberty , a comparatively unarmed 
surveillance ship, was not intentional. Yet a 
U.S. naval court of inquiry stated that the 
attack was “probably deliberate.” 

It is interesting to note that four F-4B 
Phantom jet fighters from the USS Saratoga 
were sent to aid the Liberty but were 
recalled by special orders of Secretary of 
Defense Robert S. McNamara. 

Mr. Berger, I am sure, would not believe 
that the state of Israel would spy on its 
strongest ally either. [Then perhaps] the 
Pollard affair and the subsequent promotion 
of the Israeli colonel who sponsored it was 
not done intentionally but merely through a 
case of mistaken identity. After all “in the 
heat of an all-out war tragic mistakes are not 
only possible but readily understandable,” 


64 SOLRIER OF FORTUNE 


JUNE 89 











and with the lack of wind it would have been 
difficult if not impossible to recognize the 
American flag over our nation’s capitol. 
Jeffery S. Dissell 
Bridgeport, Califoma 


Sirs: 

One of the questions that was not raised 
by Thomas J. Berger in his Parting Shot 
essay that appeared in the March issue of 
SOF is why were U.S. naval aircraft sent to 
help the US S Liberty during its ordeal of fire 
and death, courtesy of the State of Israel, 
suddenly recalled? 

If those aircraft had arrived to assist the 
USS Liberty in its moment of agony, at least 
25 American lives would undoubtedly have 
been saved, for 25 young American lives 
were abruptly ended when an Israeli torpedo 
fired from an Israeli torpedo boat made a 
successful hit. Captain Joseph M. Tulley, 
Jr., U.S.N. (Ret.) is particularly interested 
in having the question posed above 
answered, as he was the commanding offi¬ 
cer of the USS Saratoga , the aircraft carrier 
from which the would-be rescuing aircraft 
were sent. 

It is my hope that readers of SOF will 
support a thorough congressional inquiry 
and not be satisfied with the hopelessly in¬ 
adequate naval inquiry that was hopelessly 
restricted in scope. Perhaps we can then 
really put the entire USS Liberty affair to 
rest. 

Robert E. Nordlander 
Menasha, Wisconsin 


Sirs: 

I have been a faithful reader of SOF since 
your first year of publication and could not 
possibly consider myself well-informed 
without it. Which is why, given the exper¬ 
tise of your staff, I was astounded by Parting 
Shot (“Case Closed On USS Liberty ” by 
Thomas J. Berger) in the March 1989 issue. 

“Case Cosed’’ is a piece of revisionist 
disinformation worthy of the pages of Prav- 
da ... except that in Pravda they have the de¬ 
cency to prefix their sentences with the words 
“As is well known” whenever they are about 
to unload a real stinker. 

I particularly resent your allowing Berger to 
impugn Mr. Fraser’s intent with the odious 
accusation of “anti-Israeli motives.” 

Has it finally come to this: that any criti¬ 
cism of Israeli policies or actions is going to 
get the critic tarred and feathered with the 
brush of anti-Semitism? Shame on Mr. Ber¬ 
ger, and shame on you for letting him get 
away with it. I implicitly trust SOF to give 
me the straight skinny and let the chips fall 
where they may. Including, of course, 
editorial comment. 

But I also expect such editorializing to be 
grounded in the facts. 

As to my bona-fides: I was a journalist who 
covered the war at that time. Which proves 
nothing in itself beyond suggesting that I had 
trustworthy sources of information not avail¬ 
able to the general public. 

Now, from here on I am operating on 


Liberty executes hard turn to port in 
attempt to avoid Israeli torpedoes. Notice 
charred superstructure resulting from 
napalm attack. 

memory alone, and at the range of two dec¬ 
ades my memory is fallible by definition, 
but what follows is to the best of my ability 
what I know to be true. 

Let’s begin with the statement that “even 
our own government did not know where 
the Liberty was.. 

Bullshit. In the first place, the Liberty 
was on loan to the NSA and was where it 
was to spy on everybody , not just the 
Israelis. We knew exactly where Liberty 
was, thanks in part to the fact that she was 
being shadowed by one of our nuclear sub¬ 
marines; this submarine, incidentally, 
filmed the entire attack via periscope photo¬ 
graphy. 

Admittedly, once the balloon went up, 
elements of the Sixth Fleet began steaming 
all over the map because of contradictory 
reports about the ship’s location. 

There has been abundant testimony that 
Old Glory was in fact waving in the breeze 
that day... the ship was under way, after all. 

But let’s go on to the statement that “the 
Liberty r admittedly bore a resemblance to 
the Egyptian ship El Quesir. ’ ’ 

Bullshit, squared. Anyone who claimed 
that he couldn’t tell the one from the other 
would also confuse a giraffe with a hippo¬ 
potamus. The markings of U.S. ships are 
distinctive in the first place, and in the 
second place, the profiles of the two ships 
are alike only to the degree that each has a 
hull and a superstructure. 

The fallibility of memory admitted, I 
nonetheless remember being told at the time 
that the Israeli attack was cancelled (and the 
Liberty reprieved) only because one of the 
attacking aircraft was piloted by an Amer¬ 
ican-bom-and-raised Israeli who had an 
attack of conscience and, perhaps, patriot¬ 
ism. 

The position of the Liberty was entirely 
extraneous to its secondary mission, which 
was to serve as an active link for data being 
transmitted by a U-2 that was even then 
flying over the battlefield. The U-2’s mis¬ 


sion was the pinpointing of nuclear war¬ 
heads that U.S. intelligence suspected were 
being deployed at the express command of 
General Moshe Dayan. And it was Dayan 
who personally gave the order to attack the 
Liberty with foreknowledge of the ship’s 
identity. 

It was Dayan also who ordered the Israeli 
air force to send a fighter plane to maximum 
altitude to launch a missile at the U-2, 
knowing that though the U-2 was well 
beyond the combined range of fighters and 
missiles, it would send a message to Lyndon 
Johnson and DoD. 

This particular ploy, I was told at the 
time, is known in military circles as “shoot 
and miss” and more often than not has the 
desired effect. 

Mr. Berger concludes that if Israel had in 
fact done what it is accused of doing, it 
would be indicted for stupidity and incom¬ 
petence. Ergo, it never happened. 

In point of fact nations great and small 
have done incredibly stupid and callous 
things from time to time and then lied about 
it until the jig was well and truly up. Only 
God and the Heavenly Host are exempt 
from this principle. 

Israel, surrounded by enemies and vir¬ 
tually in a condition of permanent military 
alert, is no exception. It is one thing to be 
guilty, it is quite another to flaunt your guilt 
and then dare the only friend you’ve got to 
do anything about it. The Pollard case is 
merely the latest example of this attitude, 
and you can bet the rent money that it won’t 
be the last. 

As an American, and as a Christian, I 
support without reservation Vhe right of 
Israel to a secure existence guaranteed by 
defensible borders, and if tomorrow Mos- 
sad should slit the throat of the nasty little 
sodomite who heads the PLO, I will be 
among the first to cheer. 

Beyond that, I endorse our continued 
military support of the nation of Israel. 

But an alliance is a two-way street, and 
the First Commandment of international 
comity is “Thou Shalt Not Screw Thy 
Friends.” 

Roger Rohn 
Rolla, Missouri^ 
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SOF SIDEARMS 


H&K P7K3 



The Beemer of Bellyguns 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


T HEY‘RE called pocket pistols, yet no 
professional pistolero would carry one 
in his pocket. Sometimes he’d carry it in an 
ankle holster, maybe in a shoulder holster, 
and often enough in a belt holster, but never 
in his coat or pants pocket to shift about and 
endlessly alter the angle of presentation dur¬ 
ing the drawing cycle. 

Their salient feature is supposed to be 
compactness; their greatest defect, a caliber 
of rather anemic potential. Yet, in spite of 
this latter shortcoming, it has been esti¬ 
mated by Jane ’s that more than 65 percent of 
all semiautomatic pistols manufactured 
since 1900 have been chambered for the 
supposedVy pathetic .32 ACP cartridge. No 
pistol cartridge, of any caliber, guarantees 
“instant incapacitation” and we shall, in 
due course, examine the actual wound bal¬ 
listics of the .380 ACP. 

The 9mm Kurz (9x17mm) round, as the 
.380 ACP is called in Europe, has always 
been the most popular pocket pistol caliber 
within the continental United States. And, it 
is with this chambering that Heckler & 
Koch has introduced its new P7K3 (Kaliber 
3 — in reference to its three chamberings) 
pistol, although it can be easily converted to 
either .22 LR or .32 ACP (7.65x17mm 
semi-rimmed). 

The original, and by now justifiably 


famous P7 pistol, chambered for the 9mm 
Parabellum (9x19mm) cartridge, was 
nothing if not radical in design. It operates 
by means of gas-retarded blowback. This 
operating principle was first employed in 
the German World War II Volksturm- 
gewehr (People's Assault Rifle — VG1-5) 
and in an experimental Swiss pistol de¬ 
veloped by Eidgenossische Waffenfabrik, 
Bern. Much later, it was also used to operate 
the now almost forgotten Steyr-Daimler- 
Puch 9mm Parabellum GB pistol. 

Most often gas pressure is used to unlock 
and open a firearm’s action. Reversing this 
principle, H&K designers used a gas- 
actuated piston to hold the breech closed 
until chamber pressures dropped to a safe 
level. After the cartridge is fired, gases are 
diverted into a cylinder below the barrel. 
Acting upon a piston attached to the front of 
the slide, they retard the rearward move¬ 
ment of the slide. 

When chambered for weaker cartridges, 
such as .380 ACP, .32 ACP or .22 LR, a gas 
delay or locked-breech mechanism is not 
required and this feature has been omitted 
from the P7K3. Conventional unlocked 
blowback is the method of operation. The 
gas cylinder under the barrel has been re¬ 
placed by an oil-filled, piston-type buffer 
assembly which absorbs perceived recoil as 




ABOVE: H&K’s new P7K3 has the highest 
accuracy potential of any pocket pistol and. 
like the entire P7 series, a faster lock time 
than any other semiauto handgun. 

LEFT: Excellent human engineering, 
including a bore axis low to the hand, 
assists the P7K3 in delivering high first-shot 
hit probability. 

the slide’s frontpiece impinges upon this 
ingeneous assembly. No other handgun on 
the market possesses a recoil-arresting buf¬ 
fer of this kind. 

However, the P7’s unique hammerless, 
“squeeze-cocker” trigger mechanism re¬ 
mains in place on the P7K3. When the 
squeeze-cocker’s hinged lever, located on 
the grip’s front strap, is depressed with a 
force of approximately 15 pounds, the firing 
pin is cocked rearward by a sheet metal 
transfer bar attached to this cocking lever. 
The firing pin’s rear end protrudes from the 
slide and serves as a cocking indicator. 
Approximately VA pounds of pressure are 
required to keep the cocking lever de¬ 
pressed. When the trigger is pulled, the 
transfer bar is drawn downward, permitting 
the spring-loaded firing pin to move for¬ 
ward and strike the primer with the fastest 
lock time (the time it takes from completing 
the trigger pull until the firing pin strikes the 
primer) of any pistol on the market. After 
the pistol has been fired, the striker-type 
firing pin is recocked automatically as long 
as the cocking lever remains depressed. The 
trigger pull weight on SOF’s test specimen 
was a spongy 3 ! /2 pounds. Wide, and with 
eight grooves, the trigger provides an excel¬ 
lent purchase for the finger. When the cock¬ 
ing lever is released, the firing pin moves 
forward to the uncocked position. Thus, all 
P7 series pistols may be carried safely with a 
loaded chamber. 

If a round fails to fire, the cocking lever 
can be released and squeezed again to re¬ 
cock the firing pin. When released, the 
cocking lever makes a loud clacking sound 
as it pivots forward. If you wish to uncock 
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the P7K3 somewhat more silently, you can 
manually retract the slide about Va inch, 
then release the lever and let the slide go 
forward under control. 

All of this requires proper training on the 
part of the operator. Any pistol’s ultimate 
safety is the shooter’s trigger finger. To 
avoid an accidental discharge, the finger 
must be kept off the trigger until target ac¬ 
quisition is complete. As this is a basic rule, 
experienced personnel should have no trou¬ 
ble quickly and safely mastering the 
squeeze-cocker trigger mechanism. 

Of all-steel construction, the P7K3’s 
slide and frame are milled forgings. The 
slide’s frontpiece, with a hole through 
which the fixed barrel passes during the 
recoil cycle, is integral with the slide forg¬ 
ing. The breech-face firing pin housing has 
been robot-welded to the slide’s interior. 
The total weight, empty, is slightly more 
than 28 ounces and this is comparable with 
many alloy-frame pocket pistols. Overall 
length is 6.4 inches and the height is 5 
inches. This also compares favorably with 
competing designs, such as the SIG-Sauer 
P-230 and the Walther PPK. Yet, the P7K3 
looks chunky and somewhat unwieldly. 
This is a function, no doubt, of its thickness, 
which approaches almost 1.2 inches in the 
grip area. Exterior finish is matte black. 
Both the rear strap and the cocking lever are 
lightly stippled. Overall, the craftsmanship 
displayed in the fabrication of the P7K3 
reflects the traditionally superb quality 
associated with all Heckler & Koch pro¬ 
ducts. All the more surprising to observe 
prominent milling marks on the trigger 
guard of our test specimen. 

Although there is a lanyard ring at the 
heel of the magazine well, a rather super¬ 
fluous feature on a pistol of this category, 
the P7K3 leaves little to be desired with 
regard to human engineering. Grip-to¬ 
ff ame angle is an excellent 110 degrees. The 
trigger guard is squared off and grooved in 
accordance with the current fetish for such 


nonsense. If you employ the proper Weaver 
hold, you will just ignore this ergonomic 
nonsequitur. 

In spite of its grip-to-frame angle, the 
eight-round, single-column detachable box 
magazine is positioned almost vertically to 
the barrel’s axis. This enhances feed re¬ 
liability, even with bullets of unconvention¬ 
al configuration. The magazine well is 
slightly beveled to improve the speed of 
magazine insertion. 

The magazine catch/release is located ex¬ 
actly where it belongs — directly to the rear 
of the trigger. It’s also ambidextrous. Emp¬ 
ty magazines fall smartly away when re¬ 
leased and they are, in fact, actually prop¬ 
elled downward by the catch/release 
mechanism. After the last shot has been 
fired, the slide is held to the rear by a spring- 
loaded, sheet metal slide stop which is pi¬ 
voted upward by a bent on the plastic maga¬ 
zine follower. After insertion of a loaded 
magazine, just squeeze the cocking lever 
and the slide will fly forward to strip a round 
from the magazine and chamber it. When 
the cocking lever is depressed it pivots a bar 
with a hooked projection against a small 
sprocket wheel in the frame that, in turn, 
grabs the slide stop and pivots it downward. 
If desired, the slide can be pulled manually 
to the rear and released to fly forward in the 
normal manner. P7K3 magazines, with 
sheet metal bodies and floorplates, are easi¬ 
ly disassembled, and should be every time 
the pistol is cleaned. 

The black synthetic grip panels are heavi¬ 
ly stippled. They provide a secure grip, yet, 
unlike rubber, the hand can be shifted 
quickly if the initial grip was incorrect. To 
gain the points required for import approval 
by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms (BATF), the left grip-panel has a 
thumb rest, which apparently indicates a 
“target-shooting function’’ for the firearm. 
Southpaws need not fret, as an extra left 
grip-panel without this protrusion is in¬ 
cluded in the factory box. However, unless 


the proper technique is used to remove the 
grip panels, they will remain forever in 
place. To remove them, first remove the 
grip-panel retaining screws. Then, lift the 
top front comer of the panel away from the 
frame. Maintaining slight outward pres¬ 
sure, rotate the panel down and forward off 
the frame. To replace, slide the panel on 
from the front and snap in place. 

Synthetic, adjustable rear sights are 
another condescension to the BATF’s silly 
import factoring system. This sight must be 
drifted in its dovetail on the slide for lateral 
corrections. Turning a plastic pin, slotted at 
each end, raises or lowers the upper portion 
of the sight for elevation adjustments. Once 
more, H&K has provided a more substantial 
alternative as a steel rear sight, adjustable 
for windage only, is included. It’s easy to 
pick up the front sight blade as the rear 
sight’s open square is 0.16-inch wide. P7- 
series sights have three white dots, one on 
the steel front sight (retained to the slide by a 
roll pin) and two on the rear sight. They look 
spiffy under the calm, controlled conditions 
prevailing on a target range. But, this is not 
a target pistol and on the street, under stress, 
when a flash front-sight picture is all that 
counts, they are meaningless. Fortunately, 
these white plastic dots can be removed 
from all P7 steel sights and easily replaced 
with Trijicon self-luminous sights. I recom¬ 
mend their installation on all P7 series pis¬ 
tols. For further information on Trijicon 
sights, contact Trijicon, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 
P.O, Box 2130, Farmington Hills, MI 
48333; phone 313-553-4960). To reduce 
glare, the top of the P7K3’s slide, between 
the sights, has a modestly raised rib with 
eight longitudinal grooves. The sight radius 
is a generous 5.5 inches. 

As is prevalent with most blowback- 
operated pocket pistols, P7K3 barrels are 
fixed and do not move during the recoil 
cycle. All three are 3.8 inches in length with 
H&K-pioneered polygonal bore cross sec¬ 
tions and a twist of the proper rate for each 
of the respective calibers. Chambers are not 
fluted. The barrels are retained on their 
frame housing by a notched spanner nut. A 
hooked spanner wrench is provided for bar¬ 
rel removal and exchange. To convert from 
.380 ACP to .32 ACP only another barrel 
and magazine are required. Conversion to 
.22 LR requires another slide assembly as 
well. The .22 LR barrel has a floating recoil 
chamber reminiscent of that found on the 
Colt Service Model Ace .22 LR conversion 
kit. A stop cam on the floating chamber 
rides in a 0.2-inch notch in the frame. To 
change barrels, unscrew the locking nut and 
withdraw the barrel out the rear of its hous¬ 
ing. Insert the new barrel from the rear and 
install and tighten the locking nut. Do not 
overtighten. 

Fieldstripping the P7K3 is even simpler 
than changing the barrel and approximates 
the procedures used to disassemble most 
fixed-barrel, unlocked blowback-operated 
pistols. Remove the magazine and clear the 
pistol by retracting the slide. Move the slide 
forward into battery under control. Depress 
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H&K P7K3 SPECIFICATIONS 

CalilK d r: . .380 A CP. ah issued; 32 ACP and .22 LR conversion kite 

availably 

Operation: .. . Unlocked blowback with recoil arresting. otl-fill&d buffer 

SemiaULOmaric, Haminerless, squeeze-cocker trigger 
mechanism. 

Feed: .. „ .Eight-round, detachable. single-column, box-[y|* maga¬ 

zine. 

Weight,, empty: ..Approximately 2S ounces wlLh magazine™ 

Length T overall;..6.4 inches. 

Height; .5 inches. 

Thickness: ., r Approximately 1.2 inches. 

barrel:.Polygonal bore cross section with a wrist of the proper rale 

for each of lhe respective calibers. 

Bumf Jcji£Jlr;,.. .3,8 inches. 

Sights;...Fixed front blade with a single whale dot; open, square-notch 

fO. i6-irich wide) rear with two white dots. Steel rear sight 
adjustable for windage zero only; synthetic roar sight 
adjustable for windage zero and eievation ■ both sup¬ 
plied White dots can be replaced with Tdjicon self- 
luminous sights. 

Mulsh:... .. , ... Matte black 

Furniture: .Black synthetic grip panels with heavy stippling; both 

thumb-rest and plain left grip-panels supplied. 

Price:. $881 with two TtmpKines and spanner wrench; .22 LR con¬ 

version Kit with slide, barrel, two magazines and reamer, 
$428; 32 ACT conversion Kit with barret and two maga¬ 
zines. 5183,39. 

Manufacturer: . . . .1 leckler & Koch GM B H, Crept. SQF, 723 S Obcmdorf/Ncck- 

ar r Federal Republic of Germany. 

Ll.S. Distributor: -.... . Heckler & Koch Inc .. Dept, SOF, 21480 Pacific Boulevard, 
Sterling, VA 22170 

T&K Summary:. ... Highest level of reliability; three-caliben potential; feeds any 

bullet configuration; highest accuracy potential of any 
pocket pistol; fastest Jock lime of any semisuuo handgun; 
excel lent human engineering overall; high llrst-.Hhot bit 
probability; expensive. 


the spring-loaded slide-locking button on 
the left side of the frame, at the rear. Retract 
the slide and lift the rear end off the frame. 
Push the slide forward and off the barrel. 
Remove the recoil spring. To reassemble, 
place the recoil spring on the barrel with its 
front end inside the slide’s frontpiece. Put 
the small protrusion on the bottom of the 
frontpiece into its channel on the frame. Pull 
the slide back completely. Press the slide 
downward and let it snap forward onto the 
frame. 

If you want to remove and clean the firing 
pin assembly, the slide must be attached to 
the frame. Depress the cocking lever until 
the end of the firing pin is even with the rear 
of the slide. Press the firing pin’s slotted 
bushing all the way forward and rotate it 90 
degrees to the right. Depress the cocking 
lever completely and withdraw the firing 
pin assembly. To reinstall, insert the firing 
pin assembly into the slide until the bushing 
is just barely inside the slide. Rotate the 
bushing 90 degrees to the left until it snaps 
into place. The rimfire striker is wedge 
shaped and the centerfire strikers are round. 
Do not interchange them. 

On occasion, the piston profusion of the 
oil-filled buffer should be checked. A notch 
on the end of the barrel nut’s spanner 
wrench serves as a gage for this purpose. 
When the piston protrusion is less than the 
step on wrench, the buffer unit should be 
exchanged. 

No small-arms ammunition produces 
more fouling than .22 LR and the floating 
chamber in the P7K3’s .22 LR conversion 
kit will often seize in the barrel after no 
more than 50 rounds. When that happens 
it’s not easy to remove it from the barrel for 
cleaning. There’s no alternative but to work 
it loose with the spanner wrench and twist 
and turn until it comes out of the barrel. A 
reamer is provided to remove fouling from 
the barrel’s chamber guide and the spanner 
can be used to scrape carbon deposits from 
the exterior of the floating chamber. 

SOF’s test and evaluation of the P7K3 
was extended over a period of months and 
included firing thousands of rounds in cali¬ 
bers .380 ACP and .22 LR. Reliability was 
nothing short of astounding. There were no 
stoppages of any kind in caliber .380 ACP, 
no matter how unconventional the projectile 
configuration. Rimmed .22 caliber car¬ 
tridges are well known for their feeding 
unreliability in all small, non-target type 
pistols. The very first .22 LR cartridge we 
attempted to chamber in the P7K3 was 
canted too high at the nose end in the maga¬ 
zine and stubbed against the top of the 
chamber face. After that, all rounds of this 
caliber also fed and fired without stoppages 
throughout the test cycle. 

The unique oil-filled buffer reduced the 
perceived recoil in .380 ACP to that of a 
cork-shooting popgun. In fact, all the test 
personnel noted that perceived recoil was 
somewhat greater in caliber .22 LR, even 
when firing standard velocity ammunition 
such as Winchester’s T22. For training pur¬ 
poses, that’s exactly what we want. The 
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bore’s axis is low and close to the hand. As a 
consequence, muzzle flip was almost im¬ 
perceptible. Because of its perfect grip-to- 
frame angle, the speed of target acquisition 
leaves nothing to be desired. 

As a result of all these attributes, plus the 
fixed barrel, its 3.8-inch length, polygonal 
bore cross-section and long sight radius, the 
P7K3 exhibits the finest accuracy potential 
of any so-called pocket pistol ever pro¬ 
duced. No one appreciated the mushy trig¬ 
ger, but at 15 meters this pistol will consis¬ 
tently dump eight rounds of. 380 ACP into a 
ragged 1-inch hole. A group dispersion of 
such small size is incredible for a pistol of 
this type. Let’s not forget that most fights 
with a pistol will take place at less than 
seven meters. 

Furthermore, because of its unique trig¬ 
ger mechanism, the P7K3’s first-round trig¬ 
ger-pull weight is no greater than succeed¬ 
ing shots. This enhances the first-shot hit 
probability and accuracy to a level far super¬ 
ior to the competing double-action designs. 
Shot placement is an overriding considera¬ 
tion when you don’t have the power of a 
larger caliber. While I still think it’s prudent 
in most cases to aim at the torso’s center of 
mass, in the hands of experienced oper¬ 
ators, the P7K3 will deliver acccurate head 
shots when called upon to do so. I would not 
subject a Walther PPK fired double-action 
to this task. 

But, exactly what is the wounding poten¬ 
tial of the .380 ACP cartridge? Is it as mar¬ 
ginal as many have insisted? SOF con¬ 
ducted extensive wound ballistics research 
on this caliber using the methods developed 
by the U.S. Army’s Wound Ballistics Lab at 
the Presidio of San Francisco (See ‘ ‘Killing 
Effect,” SOF, December ’88). Eleven 
brands of ammunition were used in our test, 
most currently available, a few obsolete. 
Six brands of FMJ ball ammunition were 
tested. All had bullets with copper alloy 
jackets and lead cores. Five of them (Au¬ 
strian Hirtenberg, RSA [South African], 
Musgrave, Western, Peters and the Arms 
Corporation of the Philippines) had bullet 
weights of 95 grains. West German Geco 
FMJ bullets weigh 92 grains. Five brands of 
JHP ammmunition were also tested: Super 
Vel with an 88-grain truncated-cone bullet, 
Smith & Wesson with a round-nose 84 grain 
bullet, Winchester Silvertip with its well- 
known 85-grain bullet, Remington with an 
88-grain bullet in a round-nose configura¬ 
tion and a scalloped jacket at the cavity 


SOF’s wound ballistics tests on .380 ACP 
ammunition included the following (from 
left to right): Winchester Silvertip, which as 
usual over-expanded and under-penetrated; 
Super Vel and Remington JHP, both of 
which expanded but failed to penetrate 
more than 9Yi and under 8 inches, 
respectively; Pin Grabbers™ which 
expanded to only .41 caliber, but penetrated 
to 15 inches; and the obsolete S&W JHP, 
which failed to expand. 

mouth, and Pin Grabbers™ containing a 
110-grain bullet With the lead core exposed 
and eight ominous and prominent teeth-like 
serrations around the tip. Again, all the JHP 
projectiles had copper alloy jackets, except 
the Silvertip (aluminum alloy), and lead 
cores. No frangible ammunition, such as the 
Glaser, was tested as it has already been 
demonstrated that cartridges of this type are 
ineffective in all pistol calibers. 

Let’s briefly reiterate what constitutes 
effective performance in handgun ammuni¬ 
tion. Penetration is the most important sin¬ 
gle parameter. The bullet must cut through 
tissue and break bones to reach the body’s 
vital structures. Our minimum performance 
standard is 12 inches of penetration through 
soft tissue and preferably up to 20 inches. 
Providing we do not sacrifice penetration, 
the bullet which produces the largest perma¬ 
nent cavity, or wound track, will do the 
most damage. 

Easy enough to understand, but, all too 
often, difficult to achieve. With only one 
exception, the .380 ACP ammunition we 
tested, exaggerated perhaps by their light 
bullets, presented us with the usual dilem¬ 
ma. The FMJ bullets, of course, failed to 
expand or deform, but provided more 
penetration than we normally require. The 
hollow point bullets usually expanded but, 
most frequently, underpenetrated. Let’s ex¬ 
amine this more closely. 

As the velocity of the FMJ bullets in¬ 
creased, so did their penetration. Western 
and Peters ammunition averaged 860-900 
fps, 10 feet from the muzzle. These bullets 
penetrated approximately 24 inches of soft 
tissue. Musgrave, Hirtenberg and Geco ball 
ammunition averaged about 980 fps. Their 
penetration ranged from 26 to 29 inches of 
soft tissue. Hottest of all was the Philippine 
ball which sped downrange at 1,050 fps and 
penetrated about 34 inches of soft tissue. 
Thus we can see that if a bullet does not 
yaw, fragment, expand or otherwise de¬ 
form, increasing its velocity will usually 


increase its penetration. 

However, to increase this caliber’s effec¬ 
tiveness, we need to increase the size of the 
permanent cavity, while maintaining the re¬ 
quired penetration. Expanding, or 
mushrooming, bullets would appear to pro¬ 
vide the solution—but caveat emptor , or let 
the buyer beware. Smith & Wesson’s no 
longer available 84-grain JHP is a classic 
example of a bullet that looks good, but fails 
to perform. Stepping out with a more than 
adequate average velocity of 1,000 fps, it 
penetrates about 20 inches of soft tissue, but 
does not expand at all. As a footnote, we 
might add that when fired into Duxseal, the 
S&W bullet expanded to .50 caliber — a 
clear warning to beware of tests involving 
non-elastic simulants that do not duplicate 
living tissue. 

How about the famous Super Vel? Here 
we can clearly see the effect of velocity on a 
bullet’s performance. When fired out of the 
2.5-inch barrel of an AMT Backup pistol, 
the velocity was 900 fps with penetration of 
18 inches, but there was no expansion what¬ 
ever. Fired out of the P7K3’s 3.8-inch bar¬ 
rel, the velocity increased by about 175 fps 
to 1,075 fps. The Super Vel’s truncated 
cone JHP bullets then expanded to about .56 
caliber, but the penetration dropped to an 
unacceptable 9.5 inches. Barrel length, in¬ 
sofar as it affects velocity, can generally 
increase or decrease an expanding bullet’s 
level of performance. Be careful of arbitrar¬ 
ily extracting test results and applying them 
to a different set of parameters. Bullets that 
perform well in a pistol may fail to penetrate 
adequately when fired in a submachine gun, 
or even another pistol with a different barrel 
length. 

Performance of the Remington JHP was 
even more pathetic. With an average veloc¬ 
ity of 950 fps, its scalloped jacket most 
often peels back to the base and separates 
from the lead core. Expansion of the lead 
core goes up to .55 caliber, but the penetra¬ 
tion is usually less than 8 inches. 

Worst of all is the highly touted Winches¬ 
ter Silvertip. With an average velocity of 
about 1,020 fps, it expands up to .63 cali¬ 
ber, but penetrates less than 7 inches. This 
just won’t do and, unfortunately, overex¬ 
pansion/underpenetration is characteristic 
of the Silvertip design in almost every pistol 
caliber in which it is produced. 

That leaves us with the fearsome-looking 

Continued on page 96 
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SOI 7 AFRICA 


CONGO MERCS’ 
MASTERPIECE 


5 Commando’s 
“Nightwatch” 

by Mike Hoare 
Illustrations by Ralph Butler 

M Y unit was consolidating its position 
in the northeastern comer of the Con¬ 
go. I had set up my headquarters at a place 
called Faradje, once an Arab slave trading 
station on the caravan route from the interior 
to the Sudan. Wide red-earth streets ran 
through the town in shaded avenues, their 
sides lined with mango trees. Most of these 
had been planted by the Arab slavers and 
were well over 100 years old, so that now 
they grew in thick profusion. It was late 
March and the overripe fruit littered the 
ground with a sweet sickly smell, attracting 
swarms of flies, wasps, and bees. Age-old 
palms dotted the landscape; a multitude of 
wells testified mutely to the dryness of the 


THE LIFE AND TIMES 
OF MAD MIKE HOARE 

Author Mike Hoare, probably the most 
famous mercenary of the 20th century, has 
turned up regularly in the pages of SOF 
ever since the very first issue of the maga¬ 
zine. That's because Mad Mike is a leg¬ 
endary character — the kind of guy our 
magazine is all about. 

Bom 1919 in colonial India, Thomas 
Michael Bernard Hoare was raised in 
Ireland, went to boarding school in Eng¬ 
land, trained as an accountant, then 
joined the British Army when World 
War II broke out. While many of his 
mates optimistically believed the war 
would soon be over. Mike says, “That 
was my greatest fear. The thought of 
going back to that bloody office was too 
much for me.” Mike had begun his life¬ 
long love affair with the military. 

During the war he spent a seven-day 
liberty in Cape Town and, like many 
before him, fell under the spell of Afri¬ 
ca. As soon as the war ended he moved 



his family to Durban, South Africa, and 
began a life most men only dream about. 
He motorcycled the length and breadth 
of the continent, trekked through the 
mountain kingdom of Lesotho with 
mules, ran the first safaris across the 
Kalahari Desert and into the Okavango 
Swamps, ventured into Nyasaland in 
search of the giant chimpanzee of the 
Nkita Plateau, and searched for the Lost 
City of the Kalahari. 

When the Belgian Congo was sudden¬ 
ly granted independence in 1960 and one 
of its provinces, Katanga, declared itself 
an independent state, Hoare was one of a 
number of mercenaries recruited by 
Katanga’s new leader, Moise Tshombe. 

Hoare doesn't fit the stereotype of the 
bloodthirsty mercenary. He is educated, 
thoughtful and idealistic. While he sees 


war as unavoidable, he also has stated 
unequivocally that “for a mercenary sol¬ 
dier to fight merely on the basis of get¬ 
ting paid when he completes his mission 
is, in my mind, madness.” At the time 
of the Katanga secession Hoare believed 
that mercenary soldiers were needed to 
help stabilize and settle Africa. In an 
interview with SOF in 1985, Hoare said, 
“All the little countries were becoming 
independent; the colonial power was 
withdrawing, and in some cases they 
were left naked and undefended. They 
had their own armies but they were un¬ 
trained.” This is where trained, disci¬ 
plined mercenary troops could help. 

Hoare worked very hard to dissociate 
himself from the Belgian mercenaries 
known as les affreux (the frightful ones), 
whom he considered to be a band of 
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area. In the distance a line of arthritic look¬ 
ing camels plodded patiently toward the 
Sudan border. 

Sometimes as I walked slowly through 
the town I would close my eyes and breathe 
deeply — well, perhaps not too deeply — 
and transport myself back to the evil days of 
the slave trade. In my mind’s eye I could see 
a mile-long file of black men, women and 
children, yoked together in sad-eyed 
groups, dragging themselves desperately 


Colonel Mike Hoare (left) hams it up with 
one of his trusted senior officers, Ian Yule, 
during 1964 Congo campaign. 



unkempt and ill-disciplined ruffians. In 
his book Congo Mercenary he says that 
one of his only regrets about the Congo 
years is that “I never quite realized my 
ambition — to erase the image of les 
affreux and replace it with a standard of 
discipline and soldierly behavior which 
would have entitled 5 Commando to be 
called worthy successors of the noblest 
mercenary soldiers who ever offered 
their swords for reward and their hearts 
for an ideal — the Wild Geese of the 
18th century.” 

Hoare remained loyal to Tshombe, 
returning to South Africa when 
Tshombe went into exile in Spain, then 
returning to the Congo when Tshombe 
returned as prime minister. When all 
mercenaries were eventually forced to 
leave the Congo, Hoare went home to 


along these same red roads under the watch¬ 
ful eyes of other black men armed with 
whips and rifles. Destination: the coast of 
Zanzibar, or the Upper Nile. Yet for all its 
history, Faradje wasn’t a bad place to be 
stationed, as such places went in the Congo. 

Nothing much was happening on our 
front at this time, other than a threatened 
visit from the commander-in-chief of the 
Congolese National Army, Lieutenant 
General Joseph-Desire Mobutu, so bore¬ 
dom, the archenemy of all soldiers, began to 
blossom. And when boredom blossoms 
among the mercenariat can villainy be far 
behind? Not far, as I am going to show you. 

But first let me tell you something about 
Sergeant Samuel Shoesmith, my intelli¬ 
gence sergeant. He was fairly typical of 
mercenary soldiers under my command at 
this time, but unique in one respect. He was 
a Yankee and the only American in 5 Com¬ 
mando on this contract. In fact, he was from 
New York and had his roots in Yonkers. He 
loved the camaraderie of hard men and the 
adventure of this type of soldiering where 
survival depended not so much on rigid 
routine and formal army training as on the 
ready acceptance of a necessary discipline 
observed willingly by all. He was sharp, 
astute, fun-loving and easy to get along 
with. Civilian life he had found weary, 
stale, flat and mostly unprofitable. Even so, 
Sammy knew quite a lot about the business 
world. In his time he had served behind a 
counter, been a bookmaker’s runner, sold 
secondhand cars, and turned an honest and 
sometimes a doubtful penny wherever sharp 
wits and business acumen were in demand. 
Later he had emigrated hurriedly from the 
United States to the Northern Rhodesian 
copper belt, where a spell in the mines at 
Luanshya and Kitwe had given him some 
specialized knowledge concerning high ex- 


South Africa and resumed his life of 
adventure. 

He traveled to Cambodia and Laos in 
1970, for a time settled into the worka¬ 
day world in Singapore, but then bought 
a 110-ton trading yacht and sailed the 
Indian Ocean and the Mediterranean, 
writing a book about his experiences en¬ 
titled Three Years with Sylvia. Later, he 
was military technical adviser for the 
movie 4 ‘The Wild Geese, ’ ’ based on the 
experiences of his own 5 Commando. 

In 1981, at age 62, Mad Mike found 
himself suddenly involved in mercenary 
affairs again, this time more as matter of 
human and political principle than in a 
search for adventure. Over the years he 
had come to consider communism the 
most dangerous force in Africa, and 
when he was approached with a plan that 
would let him do something about the 
“Red Tide’’ he couldn’t refuse. He re¬ 
cruited and led a small mercenary force 
in an attempt to overthrow the Marxist 
government ruling the Seychelles Is¬ 
lands, located 700 miles northeast of 


plosives. This he used to his advantage in 
the Congo whenever the opportunity pre¬ 
sented itself. Very soon he became known 
in 5 Commando as a fundi in the use of 
gelignite and other rapidly expanding mate¬ 
rials, particularly those capable of being 
used in confined spaces. His expertise in 
this branch of mining was available to all 
who had occasion to pursue that lucrative if 
dangerous occupation—always, of course, 
for a reasonable consideration, 

I had observed on a number of occasions 
that he was usually the first to be consulted 
about the validity of bank notes and other 
negotiable bills of exchange, etc., that the men 
had liberated from banks and post offices un¬ 
fortunate enough to lie on our general line of 
advance. Ask Sammy, they all cried. Sam¬ 
my’s bound to know if anyone does. Superim¬ 
posed on his mischievous nature was an out¬ 
rageous sense of humor that made him one of 
the most popular men in the unit. If you are 
now picturing Sgt. Shoesmith as an easy¬ 
going, happy-go-lucky buccaneer without a 
care in the world I have sketched his portrait 
fairly accurately. 

My day usually began at 0600 hours 
when Sgt. Shoesmith would bring in the 
signals received during the night. This 
morning he arrived looking as though he 
had been run over by the large wheel of a 
heavy steam roller. 

“What happened, sergeant?” 

He found it difficult to reply. His voice 
was strained and pain ridden. 

“Hit by a Congolese truck, sir.” 

“Badly hurt?” 

“Can’t say until I’ve seen the doctor. I 
think one or two ribs may be broke and my 
lungs may be punctured. Coughing up a bit 
of blood, too. Hurts me to laugh.” 

I made an informed guess as to the nature 
of the activities which may have led to Sam- 


Madagascar in the western Indian 
Ocean. For various reasons the coup was 
unsuccessful and Hoare and all but six of 
his men escaped to South Africa aboard 
a commercial aircraft. The South Afri¬ 
can government sentenced them to pris¬ 
on for hijacking the plane Hoare 
claimed this charge was trumped up and 
that the coup was approved at the highest 
military levels in South Africa, but 
nevertheless he was sent to prison. 

Three years later, on 6 May 1985, 
Mike Hoare was again a free man. A 166 , 
a feisty, not very chastened Mike joked 
with reporters, “It has been a grim ex¬ 
perience. Even so, 33 months of impris¬ 
onment did something for me. It revital¬ 
ized my soul, refreshed my liver and 
regulated my bowels. Beyond that, I 
cannot recommend it.” 

Years ago Mike told an SOF inter¬ 
viewer, “Hardship and adventure are 
inseparable.” Clearly a few years in 
prison didn’t phase Mike Hoare; it was 
just part of the game. — S. Max 
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my s injuries. 

‘‘But you don’t want to laugh, do you 
Sammy?” 

‘‘No, sir.” 

‘‘Neither would I if I faced a possible 
charge of looting government property. Not 
nice those Congolese jails, Sammy. Twen¬ 
ty-five to a cell, all stinking to high heaven. 
No mod cons, you know. Not nice. Not nice 
at all. Let me know what the doctor says, 
won’t you?” 

He ignored the scurrilous innuendo and 
withdrew, agony in every step. 

I was intrigued. Injuries of this type were 
so unlikely for Sammy that they put me on 
enquiry. An error of this sort, arising from 
sheer incompetence, was so completely out 
of character it cried out for investigation. He 
was, after all, the crown prince of demoli¬ 
tion experts. How come this fall from 
grace? I found out in the end of course, but it 
was a few months before the true story fil¬ 
tered through to me. 

Later that morning, as usual, I visited the 
casualty ward. There were no beds; the sick 
lay on blankets spread on the floor, but the 
little hospital functioned well in spite of 
that. Samuel was sitting bolt upright against 
a wall, immobile, his chest completely en¬ 
cased in plaster of paris from neck to navel. 
The medical orderly explained that the doc¬ 
tor had been called away unexpectedly to 
one of the outstations to deal with an 
emergency and that as Sammy was in con¬ 
siderable pain he had diagnosed the trouble 
himself and done what he could. Actually 
he said it behooved him to do what he could, 
which I thought was rather a nice phrase. 

Well. OK. What had he diagnosed? 
Cracked ribs, incipient bronchitis, mal de 
mer, housemaid’s knee, etc. etc. He ran on 
and on. 

“OK, OK,” I said, “for Pete’s sake 
stop. I get your drift.” 

If there was one thing I had learned from 
medical orderlies, it was that a little knowl¬ 
edge could be a deadly boring thing. So 
what was his prognosis? Complete recovery 
in 30 days if the patient was given total rest. 


Samuel was sitting bolt upright against a 
wall, immobile, his chest completely encased 
in plaster of paris from neck to navel. 


Sounded reasonable. 

When the medical officer returned he 
condoned the treatment given by his orderly 
but with a disbelieving shake of his head. 
After further examination of the patient he 
said it would be a pity to disturb the artwork 
of his valued assistant, so he intended to 
leave well enough alone. It seemed obvious 
to him that the gallant sergeant would be no 
use to anybody in that condition and he 
thought, in the circumstances, it might be a 
good thing if Sgt. Shoesmith was granted 
one month’s sick leave instead of being 
allowed to lie around here cluttering up his 
hospital making a damned nuisance of him¬ 
self. I agreed, so off he went. After Sam¬ 
my’s departure for Leopoldville and New 
York the true story leaked through to me in 
dribs and drabs by that process of osmosis 
that commanding officers do not encourage 
but frequently benefit by. In every unit 
somebody 5 always spills the beans. The 
story unfolded in this manner. 

The previous night Sammy and two of his 
buddies were paying a social visit after dark 
to an empty house, which had been in better 
and more settled times the residence of His 
Grace the Bishop of Faradje, a Roman 
Catholic dignitary of some pre-eminence. 
In one of the still well-furnished reception 
rooms they discovered to their astonishment 
a small oil painting in an ornate gilt frame, 
which looked to their discerning eyes agree¬ 
ably rare and valuable. The consensus was 
that it was a Dutch scene of the 17th cen¬ 
tury. On closer examination by the art ex¬ 
pert, Sgt. Samuel Shoesmith, none other, it 
was declared to be a genuine Rembrandt. If 
he was not very much mistaken, it was 
“The Night Watch,” a reproduction of 
which had hung in his mother’s front parlor 
when he was a boy. Or something very like 
it at any rate. But rare and valuable without 
a doubt. You could take his word for it. The 


scene certainly depicted some sort of a 
guard led by a figure that was, conceivably, 
an officer doing his rounds in what could 
very easily be a narrow street in old Amster¬ 
dam. If not Amsterdam then some city in 
Holland certainly. No sooner was this price¬ 
less painting positively identified by the 
knowledgeable three than it was removed 
from its valuable frame and secreted athwart 
Samuel’s ample belly, to be covered at once 
by his camouflage jump jacket. 

The warriors then took themselves off to 
a quieter and safer place far from the in¬ 
quisitive eyes of the garrison police. A 
quorum being present, a council of war was 
then convened, presided over by Chairman 
Sammy. For this purpose he transformed 
himself in the twinkling of an eye from a 
harmless intelligence sergeant into a suave 
and sophisticated Fifth Avenue art dealer. It 
says something for the strength of Sammy’s 
personality, or the powers of self- 
deception, that this improbable metamor¬ 
phosis passed completely unnoticed by the 
members of the committee, neither of 
whom were privy to the fact that Sammy’s 
total acquaintance with the world of fine art 
rested precariously on the strength of one 
visit he had paid to an art gallery many years 
before — under the impression, erroneous, 
that some live models, female, were to be 
on display in the nude. 

Certain things have a present value, as 
any actuary or stockbroker, or Sammy, 
could have told them. In fact, Sammy went 
on to tell them just that, that the present 
value of an oil painting, no matter how rare 
and valuable (as this one undoubtedly was), 
in a place like Faradje and in circumstances 
like theirs, when converted into Congolese 
francs, was as near as dammit to a big zero. 
His expert opinion was that if a willing 
buyer could be found in Faradje at this mo¬ 
ment for that painting the proceeds would 
not have bought them a small glass of beer 
apiece, even at the most optimistic estimate. 
True, a bottle of Johnny Walker had been 
auctioned by Sammy in a barrack room for a 
paltry 183 U.S. dollars on the eve of battle 
some weeks ago, which said something for 
the economic theory of supply and demand, 
but an oil painting — now, that was dif¬ 
ferent. That called for an appreciation by the 
cognoscenti. Any man in his right senses 
could see at a glance how valuable the thing 
was and sell it for hundreds of thousands of 
dollars U.S. in an appreciative market. But 
here, in this godforsaken spot; he shrugged 
off the thought. Philistines, ignorant bums, 
said Mr. Samuel Shoesmith, art dealer, with 
a sniff of disdain. No, no, that was com¬ 
pletely beyond their comprehension. A bit¬ 
terness foreign to Sammy’s sunny disposi¬ 
tion began to contaminate his formerly hap¬ 
py little soul. 

The committeemen began to deliberate. 
An hour later the acidity of their blood count 
began to rise steeply. The gross injustice of 
their situation permeated their being. It 
hardly bore thinking about. Here they were, 
sitting on a gold mine, only to be separated 
from a willing and lucrative market by about 
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2,000 miles of assorted African jungle, give 
or take a hundred miles or so. Just their 
bleeding luck. 

It was then that Sammy produced the palm 
toddy, the golden elixir from which all inspira¬ 
tion is known to spring in darkest Africa. And 
spring it did. After copious libations the solu¬ 
tion became increasingly obvious. One of 
them must get back to the flesh pots of New 
York, New York, pronto with the priceless 
work of art secreted about his person. But 
how? Compassionate leave? No good asking 
the CO, who was known to be a thorough¬ 
going bastard and as hard as nails. Their 
chances in that direction were less than nil. 
No, the only solution, obvious when they 
stopped to think about it, was for one of them 
to get wounded in action and get invalided out, 
taking the merchandise with him. 

The snag was that there was no action 
going on at the moment, so a convenient 
wound was not really a feasible plan. They 
cogitated. What about a serious injury then? 
Of course, every bit as good. One of them 
could get run down by a Congolese ration 
truck. Just the thing, and how probable. 
That sort of thing happened every day, 
didn’t it? But no, that solution, good though 
it was, wouldn’t give them the control over 
the type of injuries they thought their agent 
should bear. That led them to consider pre¬ 
cisely what injuries were most likely to car¬ 
ry conviction. 

Sammy suggested breaking an arm or a 
leg, not his of course, but this idea, rather 
close to home, seemed to find little favor 
with the other members of the committee. 
Then they approached the plan from a dif¬ 
ferent angle. Who was to be their chosen 
representative; who was to bear the noble 
stigmata? A majority of two had little diffi¬ 
culty in arriving at a conclusion. The only 
man with the deep knowledge of art and the 
sophistication necessary to convince a pur¬ 
chaser of the value of their merchandise was 
Sammy, so Samuel would have to be a 
brave little Sammy and go. And if injuries 
were necessary to convince the MO, then 
Sammy would have to grin and bear them 
for the common weal. One of the commit¬ 
teemen had read something somewhere 
about one suffering for all and was entirely 
in favor of that idea, providing he wasn’t the 
single sufferer, of course. History, he said, 
was full of examples like that, wasn’t it? It 
was, but that didn’t stop the chairman from 
casting a dissenting vote. 

But with the passage of time and liquor 
Sammy began to see himself in a dim heroic 
light, a martyr to the cause. Then happily it 
occurred to his agile brain that injuries and 
pain and all that rotten stuff were totally 
unnecessary. Surely he could kid on a sick 
parade that he was stricken with some viru¬ 
lent disease? The bloody Congo was full of 
them. Take your pick. But which one? And 
how could Sammy convince the medical 
officer he was mortally ill and in dire need 
of prolonged sick leave? That was the ques¬ 
tion. Sammy/Hamlet, racked with indeci¬ 
sion and clothed now in a black velvet suit 
with a thin rapier by his side, began to 


Sammy held his breath as visions of race 
tracks, five star hotels and obliging girls 
passed rapidly in glorious succession before 
his eyes. 


intone a half-remembered soliloquy, forgot 
the words, thought better of it, and downed 
another pint of rotgut instead. 

Another hour, another gourd of toddy, 
and the whole thing became ridiculously 
simple. A plan gelled. Bring Nobby Clark 
into the swindle. Nobby was just the man 
they needed, a reliable villain. Nobby was 
the MO’s orderly. He had a corner in 
Valium and other controlled substances 
which he guarded zealously, and he knew 
how to keep his trap shut. A crafty man of 
infinite cunning. Nobby must arrange for 
the doctor to be called away for a visit first 
thing tomorrow morning before sick pa¬ 
rade, so that Nobby would have to take the 
parade himself. Sammy would pretend he 
had broken some ribs, had a misplaced ster¬ 
num and an enlarged if not septic spleen, 
things they knew about vaguely that occur¬ 
red somewhere between the neck and the 
belly button. Nobby would then place the 
valuable oil painting against Sammy’s skin 
and cover same with plaster of paris. Re¬ 
move in New York, extract canvas baby and 
sell for an independent fortune. What a 
plan! Split the proceeds four ways, or there¬ 
abouts, mused Sammy, a little ahead of 
them in that. Nothing short of genius. This 
way there would be no trouble with the 
Congolese customs or the customs at Ken¬ 
nedy Airport either. Brilliant, bloody bril¬ 
liant. Minds like theirs were wasted in a 
godforsaken hole like Faradje. They had 
another calabash of palm wine to celebrate 
the discovery. 

Fortuitously, the night ended in an 
almighty barney during which the hapless 
Sammy got himself well and truly worked 
over by the other two members of the com¬ 
mittee, who had become unreasonably 
argumentative for no apparent reason other 
than the three gallons of toddy they had 
consumed. In the ensuing spectacular 
punch-up damage was done to Sammy’s 


ribs, two of which appeared to be cracked if 
not actually broken. It answered all their 
prayers. If that wasn’t the hand of God 
moving in His mysterious ways, they’d like 
to know, what was? 

Nobby was squared; the MO was given the 
bogus message, and Sgt. Samuel Shoesmith, 
the victim of a dastardly hit-and-run accident, 
perpetrator unknown, got his sick leave. 

I only wish I could have been present 
when the elegant Mr. Shoesmith emerged 
from his cocoon in the Taft Hotel just off 
Broadway near Times Square. Truth to tell, 
the plaster of paris cocoon, now somewhat 
blackened by usage and a hundred ribald 
autographs, had been giving him all the 
tortures of hell. He had a hairy chest, and 
everything from adventurous bread crumbs 
to tiny equatorial insects had invaded the 
warm and inviting darkness between the 
plaster and his skin, tormenting him beyond 
all endurance, causing him to prance around 
from time to time like a whirling dervish. In 
a flash Sammy had cleaned off his outer 
casing, resuscitated the oil painting, 
mounted it suitably in another gilt frame, 
and trotted round nonchalantly to meet with 
Mr. Abraham Z. Rubenstein, the famous 
New York art critic and dealer in Works of 
Fine Art, Ming China, objects d’art, etc., 
on Fifth Avenue. 

“You say you have a Rembrandt for me 
to see, Mr. Shoesmith?” began Mr. Ruben¬ 
stein evenly, without any visible display of 
emotion, while balancing a gold rimmed 
pince-nez on the end of his nose. “Most 
interesting, most interesting. Which one 
might it be, may I ask? And what of its 
provenance?” 

Sammy sidestepped that one, which was 
only right and proper, given that he had 
never heard that word before in his life, 
never mind understood it. 

“I’m pretty certain it’s ‘The Night 
Watch,’ Mr. Rubenstein,” said our hero 
confidently, who lacked not in poise, even 
in this arcane field. 

“Night Watch, Night Watch, Night 
Watch,” murmured Mr. Rubenstein to him- 
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IRON TRIANGLE 

Continued from page 57 

stuck in the old fever-and-chills syndrome 
and I felt weaker every day. I would fall 
asleep at 2000 hours and sleep until 0700, 
11 comatose hours, and wake up so weary I 
had to plan a simple act, such as going 
outside, like I was building a complicated 
machine: (1) Flex left calf and extend leg; 
(2) Put left hand on floor; (3) Take deep 
breath, etc., etc. It was a good thing a chop¬ 
per full of Spetsnaz commandos didn’t 
show up. They could have lugged me off to 
Pol-i-Charki like a sack of groats. 

Finally I decided Jegdeleg was not a 
“Go” this time. With the help of the muj I 
bought a horse, hired a guide and headed 
south, back toward Azrow and the border. I 
wish I could report that the trip out was 
marvelous, but it wasn’t. MiG-27s were 
bombing the valleys on both sides as we 
approached the pass to Azrow. They were 
damned close, too close, so it was hard to 
relax. Then the guide turned out to be a thief. 
After unsuccessfully trying to abscond with 
my tape recorder, he waited until I was a 
hundred yards ahead of him, on foot, on the 
trail above Azrow. Seeing his chance, he 
grabbed the horse and bolted. I wasn’t really 
that mad about the horse — when you buy a 
horse in Afghanistan it is a kind of rent-a- 
horse; the guide would have gotten it in 
Azrow anyway — but I didn’t appreciate 


having to lug my 40-pound pack, alone, the 
last two hours. It just wasn’t right. 

I wonder what happened to the faithless 
guide. When I got to Azrow, a young muj 
commander I know asked me why I was 
traveling alone. I made the mistake of tell¬ 
ing him about the guide and the horse. 
When I left Azrow he had grabbed his AK 
and was forming an impromptu vigilante 
group to find the guide and kill him. I kept 
telling him it wasn’t necessary, but he 
wouldn’t listen. “He thief-man,” he said. 
“I shoot.” Well, guides shouldn’t abandon 
their clients, horseless, on passes in the 
Safed Koh. 

As I pulled out of Azrow in a pickup 
truck, heading for Jaji, Terri Mangal and 
Peshawar, the ’dozers were working on the 
mountainside above town, carving another 
set of switchbacks. The Road to Kabul — 
I’ll have to go back in a few months and 
travel the whole thing. ^ 

PHILIPPINES 

Continued from page 39 

CAFGU [AA], or Civilian Armed Forces 
Geographical Units [Active Auxilliary]). 
Consequently, the CPP has been forced to 
launch attacks directly on civilian concen¬ 
trations surrounding military positions. 

For it is the former cadre amongst these 


returnee groups who are most dangerous to the 
CPP, because they have organizational skills 
which they often turn against the movement. 
Sometimes this is done direcdy. Their role in 
forming village militia is particularly trouble¬ 
some to the CPP. The actual Alsa Masa or¬ 
ganization, for instance, was set up by ex-CPP 
men in Davao, Mindanao. More often, 
though, the former cadre do the most damage 
simply by giving hamlets their talents and 
thereby shaping them into tougher nuts for the 
proselytizing effort to crack. 

Evidence of the degree to which the CPP 
is feeling the bite of this trend can be seen in 
its stepped up domestic and international 
campaign to paint the Philippine govern¬ 
ment as guilty of widespread human rights 
violations. Extralegal killings apparently 
have been carried out by government sup¬ 
porters, but best evidence shows the number 
of them pales in comparison to the number 
of deaths attributed to the institutionalized 
violence of the CPP (the Left’s structural 
violence argument turned on its head). 
Everywhere I went I talked with refugees, 
asking why they had come in. I heard two 
responses: “We can no longer take the 
[CPP’s] taxes. We can no longer take the 
[CPP’s] violence.” 

Violence can assume many forms. For 
the security forces it may mean a step-up in 
CPP assassination attempts or ambushes. 
But for the populace it generally means one 
thing — liquidations. According to goVefn- 
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ment figures, which are drawn from both 
police reports and captured records, the first 
half of 1988 alone saw the CPP liquidate 
128 persons. Twenty-eight of these were 
members of the security forces (11 soldiers, 
five policemen, and 12 militiamen). The 
other 100 were civilians. 

“That is how they attempt to consolidate 
their strength,” observes Cardones. 
“When they reach the OC level is when 
they really start the killing.” 

One hundred murders may not seem a 
particularly large number for a population 
of three million. Yet violence must be seen 
in cultural terms. Honeylee Pama, “Ibon,” 
26, a member of the Negros District 2 (two 
of seven) Educational Staff, said the killings 
over several years had played a key role in 
her decision to leave the movement. When I 
asked how many people she knew about 
who had been liquidated, she said about 10. 
I protested that 10 people killed in her dis¬ 
trict sure didn’t seem like a lot. She re¬ 
sponded, “That’s a lot to me!” 

Annalyn Salcedo, 23, a former CPP op¬ 
erative (in a Negros hamlet) who now sup¬ 
ports the government, puts the message just 
as succinctly: “We can no longer take it, 
their [the CPP’s] policies, the way they do 
things. They are always taking our rice and 
threatening us.” 

There is the CPP’s miscalculation in a 
nutshell. Its strategy of increased violence 
ignores the desire for justice which is the 


fundamental driving force at the heart of the 
Philippine insurgency — the force which 
has allowed a committed communist lead¬ 
ership to recruit non-ideological peasant 
manpower. It is the return of the political 
process to the Philippine people which 
allows justice to be pursued and makes poli¬ 
tics the ultimate government weapon. 

Cardones has hastened to take advantage 
of the tide. By concentrating his forces in 
CPP Districts 4 and 5, he plans to split the 
island. 4 ‘Once we do this, we can maneuver 
at will,” he explains. Communist docu¬ 
ments reveal the pinch that has resulted as 
government units have first seized areas, 
driving all armed communist elements from 
them, then left behind detachments to or¬ 
ganize and train militia to protect the popu¬ 
lace and the local officials. 

As the militia becomes competent, only 
control teams remain in the area. By doc¬ 
trine these should be Special Forces person¬ 
nel. More often than not, they are control 
teams drawn from the battalions. 

Control is critical to prevent the abuses of 
the past which figured prominently in fre¬ 
quent criticism of the Marcos-era counterin¬ 
surgency. Though most illegal acts were not 
committed by members of the regular mili¬ 
tary but instead by ill-trained and unsuper¬ 
vised militia or the PC, the army took the 
rap. Now it has the tools to exercise author¬ 
ity over its charges, for the CAFGU are both 
paid a small salary and subject to military 


justice. 

These militiamen are the communists’ 
ultimate nightmare. Armed and hostile, the 
population is no longer a sea in which guer¬ 
rillas freely swim but a net in which to be 
caught. The only way to prevent this coun¬ 
termobilization is to attack it directly. The 
assault on the company headquarters I vis¬ 
ited was one approach. At another site I saw 
an alternative. There, the communists had 
attacked the people, firing indiscriminately. 
I asked one parent how his 5-year-old 
daughter had lost her leg below the knee. 
“BAR [Browning Automatic Rifle]. The 
communists,” he replied. When I visited 
the site again six months later, he was in the 
uniform of the militia. 

So, too, was Pelotio Salcedo, 25, hus¬ 
band of Annalyn, the party operative quoted 
above. Though not a Party member himself, 
he had been a mass activist in the same area. 
Now he commented, “We have decided to 
fight back — and when you are on the side 
of the government, there is no way you can 
lose. People continue to support the CPP, 
because they are in areas under the NPA and 
have no choice. If the government moves 
into the area and helps us to defend 
ourselves, the people will come back.” 

Cardones could not have said it better. It 
is a political war. It must be fought with a 
political strategy. Give the people a voice in 
their own lives, and the struggle will be 
won. 
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COMBAT SMATCHET 

Continued from page 31 

turning the wrist. It’s also obvious that prac¬ 
tically any wound inflicted by the Combat 
Smatchet, whether it’s a stabbing, chop¬ 
ping, or slashing cut, is going to be rather 
substantial and likely to render the woundee 
hors de combat . 

As a tool, the Combat Smatchet can do 
virtually anything that can be done with a 
machete, yet it is a far better weapon. When 
one edge gets dull the soldier can just flip 
the knife over and continue working with 
the other edge. This could be a tremendous 
advantage when preparing a fighting posi¬ 
tion under fire or when working in other 
emergency situations. The blade of the 
knife is wide enough that it can even serve 
with reasonable efficiency as an emergency 
digging tool. About the only limitation of 
the knife as a tool that has surfaced is that 
one cannot pound the blade into a log to split 
it for firewood, as can be done with a chop¬ 
per which has an unsharpened thick back. 
While this might be a shortcoming for a 
knife which serves only as a camp tool, the 
combat soldier should be more than willing 
to give up this one capability to realize all 
the other advantages the double-edged 
blade offers as a weapon and as a tool. 

My sole reservation about the blade is 
the fact that it is made from rustable car¬ 
bon steel. I can remember only too well 
how I struggled to keep my carbon-steel 
Randall knife from rusting during the 
monsoons of Vietnam. The real disadvan¬ 
tage of rustable steels is not the cosmetics 
of rust on the blade, but the simple fact 
that the edge is the thinnest area of the 
blade and thus is the first thing to rust, 
which dulls the piece. Hopefully a stain¬ 
less steel tough enough for the intended 
uses of the Combat Smatchet will surface. 

Colonel Applegate had Harsey make two 
other prototypes to compare the weight and 
balance of lighter and of heavier versions. 
While the lighter version has merit for peo¬ 
ple with less hand and wrist strength, the 
heavier version was too heavy and clumsy 
to be considered for production. Personally, 
I found the weight and balance of No. 001 to 
be near perfect. If there is one bit of bad 
news about the A-F Combat Smatchet, it’s 
the price. With its full-tapered tang, six- 
piece handle construction, and broad sym¬ 
metrical flat grinds, it’s a difficult and time- 
consuming knife to make. As a result, it is 
expensive — $675 per copy. As a beautiful 
object with historical significance for a col¬ 
lector, it’s an OK investment — but that’s 
really too expensive for a working knife. In 
spite of that, however, Col. Applegate has 
been surprised by a steady stream of orders 
for the ‘‘collector grade” Combat Smatch¬ 
et. He is presently considering a simpler 
hand-made version that might be less cost¬ 
ly. Better still, he is looking for a manufac¬ 
turer of a production version which would 
be affordable for those who want a working 
rendition. SOF readers can help in this re¬ 
gard by writing to the Colonel and express¬ 


ing their interest in a production version. 
Colonel Applegate can be reached through 
Wells Creek Knife and Gun Works, Dept. 
SOF, 32956 State Highway 38, Scottsburg, 
OR 97473. With enough letters of interest in 
hand he will be better armed to interest a 
manufacturer in this project. 

For myself, I think the Applegate-Fairbaim 
Combat Smatchet is one of the most interest¬ 
ing and effective combat knives to come along 
since the Bowie. By the way, don’t bother 
trying to buy Combat Smatchet No. 007, be¬ 
cause SOF Editor/Publisher Bob Brown has 
already beat you to it! ^ 


FATAL VISION 

Continued from page 51 

would follow the tracks until we hit a road, 
then just peel off on to it like we had been on 
it all along. The rain had stopped and the sun 
was just turning the sky red when we hit the 
base. As we walked through the gate the OD 
gave us a big grin and asked the lieutenant if 
we had any luck. 

“No, not this time,” he replied, “but 
there is always tonight.” I had to grin to 
myself. That kind of drive-on, airbome-all- 
the-way talk would make it rain again 
tonight for sure. 

After debriefing from the night patrol, I 
asked the lieutenant if I could have one of 
the laser sights and a set of goggles. On the 
way back to my room I stopped by the 
MilGp (U.S. Military Group) office and 
asked if anyone knew where I could get a 
manual on the laser sight. 

“Sure, no problem,” I was told. “We 
can get one from the factory representative 
who’s in-country.” I was pretty sure the 
adjustments were similar to those on a regu¬ 
lar optical scope, but I wanted to be certain 
before I started turning knobs. All I wanted 
to do right now was go back to my room, 
take a shower and go to bed. I knew I was 
smelling pretty bad when I stepped into the 
office and the little secretary held her nose 
and left the room. Oh well, she always 
thought I was a dirty old man anyway. 

It was a couple of days before I got 
around to checking with MilGp on the laser 
manual, and sure enough, they had a copy 
for me. After pouring a cup of coffee I sat 
down and spent the next hour reading about 
how the sight worked and what it could do. 
Sure enough, you adjusted it just like a 
regular rifle scope. I could not believe the 
range this puppy had. The instructions were 
not that hard, and it made me wonder why 
the systems the recon platoon had were not 
sighted in for use. 

After leaving the office I went over to the 
recon platoon and talked to the lieutenant 
about it. First, there was a problem of get¬ 
ting batteries. They were good for about 
eight hours of continual use, which is plenty 
of time for the average patrol or ambush, but 
you should have fresh ones in your pocket, 
and on the shelf back at the supply room. He 
also told me that the people who had been 
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trained on the sights had either gotten out of 
the military or had been transferred and no 
one was left who knew anything about 
them. Damn, I thought, hadn’t anyone 
heard of retraining? I knew this was a big 
problem for these people, and there is no 
easy answer for it. Finding time for training 
of any kind is real hard when you are fight¬ 
ing a war like this one. 

“Look, lieutenant,” I said, “I think I 
know how to zero these sights. Let’s go 
down to the range tonight and find out. ” As 
soon as it was good and dark we stopped by 
the recon platoon and picked up five troop¬ 
ers, rifles, infrared goggles, and sights. Af¬ 
ter clearing it with the Officer of the Day, 
we were off to the range. The range at 
Hopango is nothing more than a very large 
gully, but when that’s all you have, you use 
it. We had mounted the sights on the 
weapons and made sure they functioned be¬ 
fore we left. No use walking almost a mile 
and then finding out the things didn’t work. 
Sighting the weapons in turned out to be 
simple, and teaching the kids to use them 
was no problem. At 100 meters it was no 
trick to keep all hits in an eight-inch circle. 
After a short period of the kids playing 
“Darth Vader” we settled down to see just 
what could be done with this tool. 

By the time we left to go back, there was no 
doubt in anyone’s mind that we had the answer 
to eveiy grunt’s dream—the ability to see and 
hit what you’re aiming at in the dark. Back at 
battalion I talked with the lieutenant about how 
we could use these in ambushes. Not just one, 
but every man in the ambush team wearing 
goggles and equipped with a laser sight. The 
lieutenant thought that would be great, but that 
the battalion CO would never allow him to 
have that many night vision goggles or laser 
sights. 

“OK, how about a small team that is 
trained to work by itself?” I asked. “Maybe 
they would go for that. ’ ’ He still didn’t know. 
I thought what we needed was a demonstration 
of our new killer-team concept. 

The next day I went over to talk to the CO 
and told him what we would like to do. He was 
interested and said he would like to see a 
demonstration. We scheduled a firing demo 
for that night. Before leaving he asked me if 
this system really worked as well as I said it 
did. I told him yes, it did. Back at the lieute¬ 
nant’s office I told him we would be putting on 
a shooting demonstration tonight for the CO, 
and if all went well then maybe we would get 
our team. Things being the way they are in the 
military, I should have known our little plan 
was going too smoothly. 

Around 1400 the lieutenant sent a runner 
to get me. As I stepped into his office, I 
could tell that all was not well. “Harry, 
what have you done! The battalion com¬ 
mander has informed me we are to put on a 
full night-ambush demonstration tonight for 
the general and staff, showing our new tech¬ 
nique for night ambushes! Harry, what new 
techniques are we going to show them?’ ’ 

“Shit! All I wanted to do was show the 
battalion CO what you can hit with the 
damned IR sights, and I talked about putting 
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together a Hatchet Team to be used for night 
ambushes. ’ ’ I called the CO again and asked 
if there was any way we could postpone this 
for a few days. I told him I thought it would 
go off better if we had a few days to prac¬ 
tice. He said it would go tonight. He was not 
going to call the general and tell him the 
show was off. 

As I looked at the lieutenant across the 
desk I thought to myself, “Well, Claflin, 
you’ve really done it this time.” We had 
from then until 2100 to put together a pro¬ 
gram, practice it and hope to hell it worked. 
If the general and his staff were impressed, 
it would look good for the battalion CO — if 
we loused it up, he could always blame it on 
the gringo. The rest of the day was spent 
working out our game plan and laying out 
the exercise. By 2000 we were ready. 

Pleeeease, Murphy — let everything 
work for once. 

At 2100 the general and his people ar¬ 
rived and were issued night vision goggles, 
and the show was on. I stayed back with the 
battalion CO while the lieutenant took his 
men through the drill. We had placed mili¬ 
tary silhouettes 50 meters from where the 
team would come on line for the ambush. 
Arm and hand signals were used to maneu¬ 
ver the team into position, and as if by 
magic six beams of light hit the targets in the 
head, followed by the sound of six shots 
being fired at once. I could hear some of the 
remarks being made by the staff. “That is 
all? That is all there is? I thought we were 
going to see a firepower demonstration.” 

By this time the lieutenant and his men 
had gathered the targets up and were show¬ 
ing them to the general and his entourage. 
All the targets had a hole in the head 
(thanks, Murph), but I could tell the staff 
was wanting to hear some noise and see 
bullets fly. After talking it over with the 
lieutenant, he took the team back on line and 
from the prone position they tore the targets 
to pieces. Now that was better; the staff 
liked that! Oh well, the boys knew they had 
done a good job and now we all could relax. 
The next day the battalion CO called the 
lieutenant and myself to his office and 
thanked us for a good job. The general was 
very pleased with this new concept and 
would see that the recon platoon Hatchet 
Team got the equipment it needed. 

As time went on, we found other uses for 
the IR laser sight. Calling air strikes at night is 
more often than not a miss situation. But not 
when you can mark exactly where you want 
them to drop the ordnance, and that is just 
what you can do with the transmitted beam 
from a laser sight. It also worked very well for 
marking PZs (pickup zones) or air drops. 

With a maximum range of 2,000 yards, 
these devices were quite useful for signal¬ 
ing, once the troops got used to their pecu¬ 
liarities. For instance, if the laser beam was 
shone on a chopper, and the pilot were 
wearing IR goggles, it would look to him 
like incoming tracers. There was also some 
problem with the IR laser beam being re¬ 
flected from raindrops. But when you can 
consistently get head shots at 100 yards, and 


78 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


JUNE 89 

































the most common use is from 20-50 yards, 
you dam sure have a tool you can use to 
advantage. 

In the years that followed I would build 
several Small Independent Action Teams in 
El Salvador, but I will never forget that first 
year I spent with the recon platoon of the 
Airborne Battalion. As I gave them the ben¬ 
efit of my 22 years of unconventional war¬ 
fare experience, they helped me to get to 
know the Salvadoran soldier at work and at 
play, and to have the highest respect for 
him. The successes I would later have with 
other units in El Salvador would not have 
happened without them. 

Author Harry Claflin is stateside coordinator 
fora joint US.-Salvadoran parachute jump 
taking place 3-6 November 1989. It's open to 
all qualified military jumpers and total cost is 
under $900. To find out more about earning 
your Salvo jump wings contact Harry Claflin , 
Dept. SOF, Rt. 1, Box 88, Bronaugh , MO 
64728, or cal] (417) 843-3555. ^ 

MERCS’ 

MASTERPIECE 

Continued from page 73 

self, moistening a finger as he paged rapidly 
through a thick catalogue of paintings by the 
old masters. “Ah, yes. Here we are. ‘Night 
Watch.’ Rembrandt. Eight feet by six. Pres¬ 
ently in the Amsterdam Museum.” 

A lesser man than Sammy would have 
been nonplussed, even mortified, but not 
our Samuel. 

“Yes, yes, of course. I know that, Mr. 
Rubenstein. But this is a miniature by the 
same artist, er, isn’t it? You know, they 
sometimes did a small one first just to get 
their hand in, didn’t they? Must be worth a 
few grand.” 

Mr. Rubenstein examined the canvas 
closely with a magnifying glass. Turned it 
over and removed the backing. Some faded 
chalk marks and mummified insects testi¬ 
fied to the age of the work. Sammy could 
tell the expert was vastly impressed. Prob¬ 
ably figuring to himself what sort of a six- 
figure fortune he could get for it at 
Sotheby’s. Sammy held his breath as vi¬ 
sions of racetracks, five-star hotels and 
obliging girls, passed rapidly in glorious 
succession before his eyes. 

Mr. Rubenstein was a kind old man who 
had seen it all before in a long and distin¬ 
guished career. He spread a small safety net. 

“At a generous estimate, Mr. Shoesmith, 
I would say 20 dollars for the painting and, ’ ’ 
catching sight of Sammy’s crestfallen face, 
“maybe 30 dollars for the frame.” 

Sammy felt as though someone had 
switched off the sunlight at its source. His 
unconquerable spirit sagged. But fie rallied. 
He walked slowly up Fifth Avenue with the 
Rembrandt held loosely under his arm. 
What the hell, he said to himself, tomor¬ 
row’s another day. He stopped outside Saint 
Patrick’s and stuffed the painting into a 
trash can. Suddenly he felt an unaccount- 


The Combat Master 1 



Handle 5" \ / 

Blade 7.5” A 

12.5" overall A 

Zytel™ and fiberglass 
handle has secret compart¬ 
ment for fish hooks etc. 

Blade made of High-Carbon 
Stainless steel at 57-59 Rc 

Immediate Delivery 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Designed by BLACKIE COLLINS. Made by A. G. RUS¬ 
SELL Co. This 7.5" Bowie is intended to be a combat 
knife, a survival knife and a large utility or camp 
knife. The concealed compartment in the handle 
is the perfect place for keeping emergency 
fishhooks, snare wires, etc. The blade of 
a full 3/16" thick high-carbon stainless 
^ knife steel will sharpen easily and 

* Q hold an edge just like you want. 

' ^ The hand fitting handle is 

V % molded from fiberglass 

% M reinforced Zytel™. 

^ Only $89.97 plus 

\ / $3.00 for 

shipping and 
handling. 


A. G. RUSSELL 
Dept F-92 
1705 Hwy 71 N. 
Springdale, AR 72764 
501-751-7341 Catalogs 
800-255-9034 Orders 


O OK, A.G. Ship me one of these knives. If I don’t like it 100% 

I understand that I can return it for a full refund. Check_M.o._ 

MasterCard or Visa#_-_-_-_expire_ 

Name_ 

address_Apt #_ 

City_State_zip_ 

Phone 


UNIVERSAL 

MILITARY OUTFITTERS 

P.O, Box 194 — Bay Ridge Station 
Brooklyn, New York 11220 
N.Y.S. (718) 375-6350 
TOLL FREE: 1-800-521-2124 


“BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER”- 


GI BDU Sets — 

4 pocket shirt, 6 pocket pants 
A VAILABLE IN 
THE FOLLOWING PATTERNS: 
Woodland Camo 50/50 NYCO, Camo Ripstop, 
Tiger Camo, Day Desert, Urban Camo, SWAT 
Black, OD Ripstop 

$49.50 set 

Sold Separately at $26.00 

GI M65 Field Jacket 

Original Issue Only 

Camo, OD, Black 

$44.95 


GI M65 Field Jacket Liner 
OD, Black $16.95 

GI MAI Flight Jackets 
“ALPHA” 

Sage Green, Black, Navy Blue 

$44.50 

Camo Short Sleeve T-Shirt 
2 for $10,00 

Military Berets 
Only $10.95 each 

Green, Maroon, Black, Red 


GI Anglehead 
Flashlights — $6.95 

OD, Black 


Write or call for complete catalog of Military Clothing, Camping and Hunting Gear. All orders are 
prepaid. Please add $3.85 per order for shipping and handling. (Canada please add $7.70) NYC 
residents add 814% tax. NYS residents add 614% tax. Orders may be charged to VISA or 

MasterCard. 

Dept. 8F 


JUNE 89 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 79 






trees and boulders on the other knoll. 

One squad ran into the saddle between the 
knolls while a machine gunner fired over 
their heads at two boulders on the military 
crest directly above them. When they 
reached the boulders, the machine gun stop¬ 
ped and platoon headquarters and the other 
two squads ran to join them. The first squad 
had already swept past the boulders by the 
time we arrived. To the left of the boulders 
were four bodies in American camouflage 
jungle fatigues, and I thought we were 
attacking an ARVN [South Vietnamese] re¬ 
con unit and would land in some deep shit 
because of it. Then two men in green NVA 
uniforms jumped up from a bunker under¬ 
neath the two boulders. 

The bunker opening was very narrow and 
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able yearning for the mango-treed avenues 
of far-off Faradje, the peaceful savannah of 
the Sudan border, and the uncomplicated 
company of his partners in crime, his loyal 
mates, the committeemen. ^ 
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a twin knoll about 40 meters to the south, 
pumping tracers into a jumble of huge boul¬ 
ders. We jumped onto the grassy knoll as 
the last gunship climbed out of its rocket 
run, and quickly took cover in a ring of old 
spider holes. Red smoke, marking an 
enemy location, was floating over the short 
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B-SQUARE CO. 

Fort Worth, Texas 


almost invisible unless you were standing 
on the edge of it. Two Blues were standing 
there and nailed two NVA from a distance 
of about one foot. One of the Blues caught 
his man as his head reached waist level, and 
got his helmet and face sprayed with blood 
and pink brains. He wiped the brains off his 
face and cursed. The other NVA was a 
middle-aged man who was wearing bifocals 
/— the first enemy soldier I had seen with 
glasses of any type. 

My main contribution to the battle was 
almost getting shot. I walked around the 
right side of the boulders and saw a narrow 
trench with a man in khaki lying face down 
in it. When I looked again, he was pointing 
an SKS rifle at my stomach. Two Blues, a 
machine gunner named Jim Borsos and a 
rifleman named Gary DeFries, were walk¬ 
ing ahead on either side of the trench. They 
both shot the man and didn’t even bother to 
look back and see who he was aiming at. 
Gary DeFries still wears the NVA’s leather 
belt with the star on its buckle. When the 
two Blues shot the one in the trench, a bush 
moved just enough to get a spraying. Result 
— one more NVA killed. He hadn’t been 
camouflaged like a bush, but he was wear¬ 
ing black pajamas and had wrapped himself 
so closely around the base of the shrub and 
under its branches that he was almost invisi¬ 
ble. They were very good at that trick. 

Seven more bodies were strewn, on both 
sides of a path that began beside the trench and 
extended about 30 meters to the top of the 
knoll. The scouts had been busy. Each body 
received another burst, just to be sure. I was 
always a souvenir collector and this was a 
bonanza. The path or trail was littered with 
leather map cases, binoculars, compasses and 
other equipment. I was interested in the rings 
the NVA were wearing. They were golden 
with Vietnamese inscriptions. I assumed that 
they were wedding rings, although I had never 
seen the enemy wearing them. They were 
probably command rings of some sort. I didn’t 
take any of them. 

We reached the crest and moved down 
the other side in a line, firing rifles, machine 
guns and grenade launchers into the jungle 
that began at the base of another saddle, 
again about 40 meters away. Two NVA in 
khaki ran out of the jungle and charged at 
us, firing AKs from waist level until they 
were shot down. More AKs flashed from 
the jungle below us to the left and in front of 
us where the two NVA had appeared. We 
could catch glimpses of thatched roofs in 
both directions, probably temporary shel¬ 
ters for the conventional security around the 
knoll. A good idea, but worthless against 
vertical assaults. Gunships rocketed the 
jungle below us to the left, then another one 
hovered over us and blew apart the hootches 
to our front with rockets and 40mm gre¬ 
nades. One roof was blown straight up into 
the air about 10 feet above the trees, then 
burst into flames before falling back. All 
enemy fire abruptly ceased. 

We were ordered to withdraw and walked 
backward toward the crest, firing to the left 
and front and grabbing everything we could 
carry. Some of the Blues had slung their 
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I J The Thie Facts Of This Brave 

- ' Soldier Revealed By His Sons. 

Recently slandered In death by TV net- 

ja f Jy v^H works and supermarket scandal rags as hav- 

^ .ti- v|H| ing been a "Georgia Hitman" for porno 

publisher Larry Flynt, The General barks 

V \ vA. J back through sons Mitchell IV and Geoffrey. 

A h ' \ Accusations of WerBell having been paid 

\ j: $1,000,000 to "hit” Frank Sinatra, Bob Guc- 

V N V c i° nean d Hugh Hefner 

-1__— I — WerBell's admittedly complex life via secret 

files from his personal archives. Shot on location at the Sionics Anti-Terrorist Training Center at 
the WerBells' Powder Springs, Ga. farm, it's 45-minutes of truth, action, high-impact fire fights, 
and the inside story of the late General’s "whispering death” concept that confounded the 
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rifles and were carrying armfuls of 
weapons, pistol belts and documents. We 
found an M79 grenade launcher and a map 
that had been taken from our choppers in the 
battle on 13 November. The map still had 
the 9th Cav crossed sabers under the lamina¬ 
tion and had been marked with the locations 
of units on both sides. I noticed that the 
main NVA units were located in the moun¬ 
tains on the very edge of the Hiep Duc-Que 
Son valleys. 

I found a pair of Chinese binoculars that 
were identical to our artillery binoculars, 
except theirs had Chinese characters. I 
looked down at the American artillery base 
below us. Landing Zone Ross, and could 
pick out every bunker and howitzer in the 
place. I drew a conclusion that was gospel 
with the platoon for a few days — and was 
dead wrong. Here, I thought, were a bunch 
of NVA field officers getting ready to 
launch a mortar and rocket attack on Ross. 

We hid the binoculars, compasses and 
pistol belts under our shirts as the slicks 
came in for us at the grassy knoll. Half the 
platoon looked pregnant by the time we 
lifted off, probably less than 10 minutes 
after the initial landing. The platoon stayed 
awake until early the next morning counting 
our booty from the “forward observers.” 
We had aU.S. M1911A1 .45 ACP that one 
joker had been toting on a GI pistol belt, 
complete with lensatic compass and Amer¬ 
ican olive-drab plastic canteen. There were 
six Tokarev pistols and two Makarovs with 
red stars on their handles. We had never 
seen Makarov pistols and thought that they 
were Berettas. The pistol belts were leather 
with stars on their brass buckles, but much 
better made than the standard NVA belts. 
Three of the belts from the lower ranks were 
of wide, light green canvas and had large 
aluminum buckles with the usual star. 
These later became more common. 

Major Burrow heard about the pistols 
from helicopter crewmen, who came to us 
for “hush money” in the form of binocu¬ 
lars, compasses and leather map cases. 
They had covered our asses on the knoll and 
we parted with the gear gladly, but someone 
didn’t keep his part of the bargain. We never 
found out who told the major. The pistols 
were collected the next morning and we 
waited several days for their return. Finally, 
a group of us crossed the flight line one 
evening to the troop operations center. It 
was a brave trip for us, because that was the 
officer side of the flight line, and we weren’t 
sure how our request for return of the pistols 
would be received. Other souvenirs had 
been taken and were never seen again. 

The major told us that the pistols were 
needed to confirm some other things and 
would be returned. They were given back 
about a week later. Next, the major told us 
that keeping the pistols and other gear had 
caused a delay at intelligence in determining 
just what we had bagged. That delay had 
prevented the Cav from taking immediate 
action, like inserting an infantry company 
on the knoll. I can’t offer any good excuse 
today for what we did. We had turned in all 
documents, maps and personal papers, and 
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the discovery of so much other gear had 
created quite a stir at division. 

Documents and other evidence con¬ 
firmed that we had killed nine officers and 
eight enlisted men. The officers included a 
full colonel (2nd NVA Division commis¬ 
sar), four majors and four senior captains. 
Among them was the regimental com¬ 
mander of 3rd Regiment, 2nd NVA Divi¬ 
sion, and the 2nd NVA Division’s intelli¬ 
gence and operations officers. The major 
didn’t tell us that a battle plan had been 
captured for an attack on the morning of 4 
January 1968. The only other high-level kill 
and intelligence coup of this magnitude took 
place at Khe Sanh on 2 January 1968. There 
an alert Marine outpost killed six NVA 
officers, including a regimental commander 
and his operations and communications 
officers. Again, ranking officers were per¬ 
sonally checking a future battle site. 

We landed again on the grassy knoll 
about four days later in a steady drizzle, 
and found a miserable place. The bunker 
beneath the boulders and the narrow 
trench had been used as graves. The back 
of one of the bodies in the trench was 
partially exposed by the rain and swarm¬ 
ing with black beetles. One bloated, pur¬ 
ple corpse was left in the middle of the 
trail leading to the top of the knoll. He 
was lying on his back with wide open 
eyes staring at the sky. We argued on the 
spot over whether this was a prisoner 
who had been executed or the man who 
had taken the first shot at our com¬ 
mander’s gunship. The only good thing 
that day was that they didn’t make us dig 
up the bodies. 

The gunships completed the destruction 
of the NVA regiment’s command post on 11 
December 1967. This time it was the com¬ 
mon soldiers — the privates and the 
sergeants — who died. They were found 
wandering in the rice paddies north of the 
armored base toward Ross. A company of 
the 4th Infantry Division swept through the 
area as our choppers hunted down each clus¬ 
ter of enemy soldiers. Many of them were 
carrying two or three rifles from men who 
had been hit in other battles. Most of them 
hardly bothered to resist. When the fight 
was over, 99 more NVA were dead. It 
would be hard to find a parallel in all of the 
Vietnam War for a single unit being so 
thoroughly destroyed by another unit, 
almost as if by vendetta. 

The two victories made us media stars for 
a few weeks. Almost every landing by the 
Blues was accompanied by a news team. Our 
greatest honor was when Cathy LeRoy, the 
brave French photographer (she took the pic¬ 
tures of the Marines at Hill 881 and the NVA 
inside Hue) stepped off a chopper one day. 
She had come to the Cav to find some action, 
and division had sent her to us. She stayed 
with us for two weeks and later published 
pictures of the troop in Look Magazine. She 
was able to fly a lot of gunship missions and 
make some landings with the Blues. I re¬ 
member one landing in the one-man bunk¬ 
ers. A Chinook with a full load of bodies had 
been shot down and we had to load them, 
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quality beveled glass and enamels, 
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plus the bodies of the Chinook crew, onto a 
shuttle of Hueys. Cathy helped with the 
work with one of the saddest expressions I 
have ever seen. She later said that the 
Marines were brave like the French Foreign 
Legion, but the 1st Cav was her favorite unit. 
They could do anything. I like to think that 
she was talking about Bravo Troop. 

The NVA attack came off as scheduled 
on 4 January 1968 and was stopped cold. 
Long Range Recon Patrol teams were in¬ 
serted into the valley and had watched the 
enemy units assembling per the original bat¬ 
tle plan we had captured. The bases were 
already on full alert. We were taken to Ross 
to stand by as our scouts and gunships 
hunted down stragglers escaping toward the 
western mountains. As the slicks circled 
over the knoll where it had begun, then 
dropped toward Ross, we passed over a 
staggered line of teenage bodies in green 
uniforms, faces up, feet pointing toward the 
perimeter wire about 80 meters away. They 
all had fresh NVA style haircuts. Machine 
guns had killed them while they were lining 
up for the attack. A two-wheeled farm cart, 
pulled by a water buffalo and filled with 
more bodies, was traveling down the single 
dirt road toward Ross. The farmer was tak¬ 
ing them to Ross for burial. 

The NVA attack had been conducted by 
the 2nd NVA Division and units from the 
3rd NVA Division, which had marched 100 
miles north to participate. It had proceeded 
on schedule, even though they should have 


known that we had captured their battle 
plans. So much for arguments about the 
flexibility of the communists in that war. 
The attack had concentrated on three Amer¬ 
ican fire bases and had managed to penetrate 
the wire of only one, Leslie, on the far 
western edge of the Que Son Valley. Fire 
from quad .50 machine guns had saved the 
day at Leslie. Most of the attack was the 
usual one-sided slaughter. Things would 
have been different if a man hadn’t gotten 
nervous on 5 December and fired at Major 
Burrow’s gunship. 

Bravo Troop left the twin valleys with a 
Presidential Unit Citation and 915 enemy 
dead to its credit. We had captured 305 
more, mostly in the early days there. Many 
of the captives had been young NVA sol¬ 
diers who were helping the local farmers 
harvest rice as part of their political educa¬ 
tion. They were picked up by “hawk 
flights” (one squad of infantry on a single 
slick) in areas that the NVA considered 
safe. Many of them were working in their 
green uniforms, and the best hunting was on 
rainy days when the enemy did not expect to 
encounter helicopters. The captives typical¬ 
ly were unarmed. At least the hardware was 
hidden by the time a slick roared in at rice 
paddy level to snatch them. Farther to the 
south, in Binh Dinh Province, we had taken 
the time to form a line to walk across pad¬ 
dies in search of military equipment. AtChu 
Lai we couldn’t afford that luxury. The 
nearby villages were often garrisoned by 
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NVA companies. 

If you don’t consider the battle damage to 
so many helicopters, our losses in the three- 
month operation were slight — one Blues 
radioman and two scout crewmen killed. I 
don’t know how many were wounded, but 
there were probably many among the air 
crews. The important thing about the Troop 
was that we were not an elite formation, 
except through experience and “on-the- 
job” training. The unit was composed of 
volunteers and draftees, paratroopers and 
legs. The air crews had a peculiar shortage 
of pilots on their second or third tours in 
Vietnam. Veteran pilots knew what flying 
in the l/9th was about and didn’t ask to be 
sent there. Most of us were in our late teens 
or early 20s and didn’t think that what we 
were doing was anything special. The only 
difference was the mission, our superb 
equipment, and the strong bond of com¬ 
radeship that kept us together. 

Chu Lai was Bravo Troop’s finest hour. ^ 


COMBAT 

WEAPONCRAFT 

Continued from page 25 

dyes, such as are used in U.S. and NATO 
vehicle paint schemes and battle dress uni¬ 
forms (BDUs), are somewhat effective in 
deceiving this imagery and possibly other 


battlefield sensors. 

Signatures of Military Activity 

Conventional black and white film is very 
effective in picking up military activity. Mis¬ 
sions are generally flown shortly after day¬ 
break and in the late afternoon before dusk, 
when light conditions are good but the low 
solar angle casts the longest shadows of the 
day. Winter is the ideal season for aerial recon¬ 
naissance, since shadows are long all day. 

Any military activity leaves prominent 
signatures on snow. Ski tracks show up like 
interstate highways, and the long dark shad¬ 
ows of troops in the open are impossible to 
hide. 

Shadow and shape are the two biggest 
problems for the grunt trying to hide from 
overhead observation. Camouflage paint 
does nothing to hide the distinct outlines and 
angular shadows of vehicles and weapons. 
Trucks and artillery should be positioned so 
their shadows blend with natural shadows 
and cover and moved if necessary to take 
advantage of shifting shadows. A common 
mistake is to park a truck in the shadow of a 
tree, only to have the vehicle cast its own 
distinctive shadow. Instead, it should be 
parked so the tree shadow overlies the 
truck’s shadow. 

Camouflage nets are good for breaking 
up outlines, and I’ve seen some ingenious 
uses of nets attached semi-permanently to 
self-propelled artillery so that net and gun 
can move in tandem. This is a useful capa¬ 
bility in a move-and-shoot environment. 
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93 CONFIRMED KILLS! LONGEST KILL of 2500 Yds 


In the long & colorful history of the USMC snipers, one man 
clearly stands alone. That man is Gunnery Sgt. Carlos Hath- 
cock. In the recent book MARINE SNIPER, (over 400,000 sold), 
Sgt. Hathcock’s life and achievements are chronicled in 
great detail. After months of work with Sgt, Hathcock, re¬ 
nowned artist Max Crace has created a painting that Is 
authentic in every detail, Sgt. Hathcock is depicted in Viet¬ 
nam, firing his Wichester Model 70 (cal. 30.06) with its 8x 
Unertal target scope. This magnificent print clearly captures 
both this outstanding man, and his weapon, at a time in 
history that was, for many Viet Cong, The Moment of Truth". 
This collector's print has been exclusively authorized by Sgt. 
Hathcock. Printed in full color; 18"x24". Shipped rolled! 

Full Color Open Edition 

Printed on high quality 

stock. No. WFO. S 14.95 

Full Color 

Signed, Limited Edition 

Printed on Museum qualify 
paper. Only800 to be signed 
& numbered by Sgt. Hath¬ 
cock & artist Max Crace, 

No. WFLE . $99.95 



l 



#3010 FIRST HEROES The first non-fiction book 
with compelling evidence that American POWS are 
being held in Southeast Asia. $23.35 
#3030 VIETNAM: OPENING DOORS TO THE 
WORLD Experience this captivating culture 
through the pages of this book of photographs. 
$19.45 


#3040 BLACK RIFLE M16 RETROSPECTIVE 

From its origin to today, this book tells the true story 
of this remarkable weapon! $50.00 
#3050 WE CAN KEEP YOU FOREVER VIDEO 
After a year-long investigation, this video brings 
dramatic evidence that American MI As are still alive 
and being held prisoner. $32,95 


CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER — 1-800-323-1776 

Or Mail Your Check or Money Order To: Soldier of Fortune • Dept PI-1 
• P.O. Box 693 • Boulder CO 80306. Sorry, no CODs on these books. 


QTY 

ITEM# 

DESC. 

PRICE 

AMT. 


#3010 

First Heroes 

22.35 



#3030 

Vietnam 

19,45 



#3040 

Black Rifle 

50.00 



#3050 

Forever Video 

32.95 


CO Sales Tax Residents Only 3.7% 
Total 



Payment: 

□ VISA □ MasterCard □ Check Enclosed 

Card#:_ ; _ 

Exp. Date:_ 

Name:_ 

Address:_ 

City:_State:_Zip: _ 

Please allow 4-6 Week Delivery 
Sorry, No CODs for these books. 


Cut vegetation tied to the tops of vehicles 
and extending beyond their sides is also 
good — anything that will break up distinc¬ 
tive outlines. I’ve seen a RATT rig (Radio- 
Teletype) crew carry two sheets of irregu¬ 
larly cut plywood on the roof of the rig. 
When extended beyond the edge of the 
RATT box, and lashed down or weighted 
with a few big rocks, the plywood effective¬ 
ly destroyed the distinctive shadow cast by 
the unit. This field expedient blending of the 
unit was extremely effective. 

Texture is another giveaway. A camo 
paint job may match the color of the terrain, 
but it rarely duplicates the texture. Since 
you’re probably not going to be photo¬ 
graphed by color film, texture is the most 
important consideration. Flat-topped vehi¬ 
cles like communication vans are especially 
vulnerable. Pile dirt, rumpled canvas, gun¬ 
ny sacks, or whatever is available on top of 
such equipment. The effect you’re striving 
for is a ghillie suit for a truck, and the uglier, 
the better. 

Track activity is the number one signa¬ 
ture of military activity. Tankers are trained 
not to run on roads because of mine threats, 
and farmers don’t run tracks and trucks 
across their fields, so the imagery analyst or 
aerial observer is going to be real interested 
in tracks cutting cross-country. Try to fol¬ 
low fence lines, natural terrain features, 
hedgerows, and so forth when possible. 
Moving in file when tactically possible will 
disguise the number of tanks and infantry 
fighting vehicles crossing an open area. 

Being well dug-in and camouflaged does 
little good if fresh tracks lead to your posi¬ 
tion. One way to disguise your location is to 
continue past your position to a second 
logical endpoint, and then carefully back¬ 
track. The short stretch of tracks leading 
into your site can be hidden with a net or 
brushed out. Brushing is less effective, 
since damaged ground will show track scars 
for quite a while. 

Movement of any kind, especially run¬ 
ning, will grab the attention of an observer 
faster than anything. A common reaction by 
troops to a helicopter flying overhead is to 
spread-eagle on the ground, which just in¬ 
creases visibility to the pilot or door gunner. 
A better move is to hug a tree or any handy 
vertical structure so that your shadow 
blends with the terrain. And if no such 
opportunity is available, it may be better to 
freeze in place until the threat has passed. 
The time to conceal yourself is before the 
aircraft is overhead. 

Antennas are another military signature. 
A dipole wire that is nearly invisible from 
the ground may cast a very distinctive sha¬ 
dow on aerial photographs. Fire direction 
control radars and S ATCOM (satellite com¬ 
munications) dishes are also easily recog¬ 
nized. Position them in terrain or tree sha¬ 
dows to break up their outlines. 

Satellites and Space Stations 

S ATCOM brings up the subject of satel¬ 
lites and spacebomeobservers. Reconnaiss- 

Continued on page 96 
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JEFF COOPER’S 

AMERICAN 
PISTOL INSTITUTE 



••• THE CRISIS MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS ••• 

Take the initiative and dominate your envi¬ 
ronment. Train with the professionals at 
API. Learn modern weaponcraft: practical 
shooting, skillful gunhandling, mental con¬ 
ditioning and applicable tactics with Jeff 
Cooper and the incomparable API staff. 

Consider the API Advantage: 

• We originated and have continuously evolved 
modern smallarms techniques. 

• We offer courses in rifle, pistol, and shotgun 
(machine pistol by departmental arrangement) 
for every level—introductory, refresher, 
remedial, intermediate, and advanced. 


• Our curricula are based on extensive research 
into smallarms conflict, both in the past and 
as now occurring. We teach what happens. 

• Our student-teacher ratio is three-to-one on 
the range and one-to-one in tactical simulation. 

• We are a complete private smallarms training 
facility, encompassing over twenty firing 
ranges and indoor/outdoor tactical simulators, 
plus gunsmithing services on the premises. 


• We also provide off-campus and customized 
courses for military, government, law enforce¬ 
ment and private audiences, anywhere in 
the free world. 


WE ARE “THE FIRST WITH THE MOST ’ 



For more information about courses 
and current scheduling, write: 

AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
P.O. BOX 401-S 
PAULDEN, ARIZONA 86334 


NOTICE 

TO 

SUBSCRIBERS 

From time to time, we 
make our list of customers’ 
names and addresses 
available to carefully 
screened companies to 
send announcements of 
their products or services. 

If you prefer not to re¬ 
ceive such mailings, and 
want your name on our sub¬ 
scriber list only, please 
write us, enclosing your 
mailing label. 

Please address your request to: 

SOLDIER FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 348 

Mt. Morris, IL 61054 

Attn: Customer Service 


The Original 

COMBAT HARNESS 

SHOOTERS, Improve 
your readiness and 
efficiency with the all 
new Combat Harness 
or Sportsman’s 
Harness (for 
shotguns). Designed 
specifically to be 
lightweight, durable 
and field ready. 

• Fits close to the body. 

• Adjustable, one size 
fits all. 

• Webbed side and back 
panels for ventilation 
and easy movement. 

• Quick release nylon/plastic buckles. 

• Made of Cordura nylon 

• CH: Fitted with six ammunition pockets and detachable 
back pack. 

• SH: Carries up to 38 rounds. 

Products Patent Pending 

Please send me_Combat Harness(s) at $89.95 ea. 

_Sportsman's Harness(s) at $48.95 ea. 

$4.00 Shipping and Handling (KS Residents add 5.5%) 
Check Color and Type Rifle: 

_OD Green Camouflage _M-16 

_Brown Camouflage _9 mm 

_Black _7.62 mm 

Include check or money order 
Inquiries for Disbributorships welcome. 

R.E. REEVES INC. 

P.O. BOX 500 
PITTSBURG, KS 66762 
or CALL 316-231-0532 
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T1MBERSHEPHERD- 



As featured in SWAT MAGAZINE, Nov. '83, 
Survival Guide Magazine, Aug ’84, 
American Survival Guide Magazine, Feb, ’87, 

Cover feature story ATLANTA WEEKLY 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Sunday 
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“THE ULTIMATE K-9” 


it 

it 


Home & Family Protection 

All Trainers Dept, of Defense Certified 
-Pups & Professional Training Available - 
Lifetime Replacement Guarantee for 
Genetic or Temperament Disorders. 

—Excellent With Children— 


it 

tt 


Shipping Available Worldwide 

“Developed and Bred Solely by ”... 

LRRP K-9 SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 M-6D, Aiken, South Carolina 29802 
Phone 24 hours: 800-648-3351 or 803-649-5936 
- SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS FOR BROCHURE* 


M 
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PRNKY? 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible 1 * to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” 

ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT—and MORE! 

Don’t wait! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY SI8.95 

EDEN PRESS 
11623 Slater "C”, Box 8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
Your (□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add 
Choice (□ FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.) 

(California residents please add 6% sales tax.) 
□ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. 

Name_ 

Address _ 

City _ 

^State MMM 




DEVELOP THE BODY YOU’VE ALWAYS DREAMED OF. ADD 
INCHES TO YOUR CHEST, ARMS, AND THIGHS. SCULPT YOUR 
STOMACH, BUTTOCKS, AND CALVES. THE BODY SCULPTOR 
BURNS FAT, TONES MUSCLES, AND RELIEVES TENSION. 
ADJUSTABLE ELECTRICAL IMPULSES WORK YOUR MUSCLES 
MORE EFFECTIVELY THAN REGULAR EXERCISE. ITS 
MEDICALLY PROVEN, EFFORTLESS AND SAFEI 


USE IT AT HOME, IN THE OFFICE, TRAVELING, EVEN WHILE 
WATCHING T.V. OR READING. WE ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE 
RESULTS IN 30 DAYS OR YOUR MONEY BACK. : 


COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS 

PORTABLE 

EXPANDABLE 

FREE CARRYING CASE 

MAKES AN IDEAL GIFT] 



BODY SCULPTOR 400: 
4-PAD UNIT W/BATTERIES 
ONLY $159 +$5 POSTAGE 
& HANDLING 


BODY SCULPTOR 800; 
6-PAD UNIT W BATTERIES & 
AC ADAPTER, ONLY $295+ 
$10 POSTAGE & HANDUNG 


CALL NOW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
mm 1 (800) 428-7825 EXT. 33 1 

Uvl 24 HRS/DAY 7 DAYSWEEK WW 
FOR INFORMATION CALL (714) E54-5951 
OR SEND CHECK/MONEY ORDER TODAY TO: 


DAVID STEELE ENTERPRISES, INC. 

64 Lehigh Aisle, Suite 400, Irvine, CA 92715 
Sculptor 400 Qty_Sculptor 800 Gty ___ 

□ Checks or Money Order Enclosed 

□ Vlsa/MC #_Exp.,Date_ 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City_Stale_Zip_ 
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HO Ctff (VilNHS 


PACK A CLASSIC 
ON YOUR NEXT 
TOUR OF DUTY! 


NOW 

AVAILABLE: 
CHILDREN'S 
Ho Chi Minh 
Sandals 


$095 

#per 


per pair 

(plus $2/pair 
postage & 
handling) 



PLEASE STATE GROUP NO. 

Group No. 1: (ffits sizes 5*6) 

Group No. 2: (fits sizes 61/2-8) 

Group No. 3: (fits sizes 81/2-10) 

Group No. 4: (fits sizes 101/2-12) 
CHILDREN'S SIZES: 

For best fit, send age and foot tracing. 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

T. RUTTER 
Dept. SOF 

P.O. Box 5845 • Hollywood, FL 33083 

These rugged sandals are hand-crafted from actual tire casings 
and Inner tubes. Occasionally non-permanent marks may 
be left on skin, clothing and furniture. 


PAINT GRENADES! 

Hand Grenades • Booby Traps 
Paint Shotguns • Security Devices 


\ 



Mot a balloon filled with paint wrapped in 
paper mache, but actual exploding hand 
grenades and booby traps that throw sever¬ 
al paint balls in a 1 to 4 meter radius. Espe¬ 
cially made for the Survival Game, or mark¬ 
ing and stunning burglars and prowlers. 
Pull pin ignites charge in 0 to 7 seconds. Mo 
shrapnel, easily camouflaged. Materials 
available locally, build several the same 
day! 

Illustrated step by step instructions. Trip 
wire or command detonation, no fragment¬ 
ing casings or metal shrapnel. 

For fun and excitement, you cant beat grenades. 
Send $19.95 cash, check or money order to: 

P.O. Box 231 
Sedona, AZ 86336 



Police & Military K-9 


Training Equipment 


mnsio.v or ias saxa/ahgi's. inc, 
3011 No.USIFlRliw^i 
No. Fori S-[y.T>. ftruii 
(ftL31 


FULL BITE SUIT$ 


MODEL #570 FBS 

Las 


LAS SANA, WORLD’S LARGEST MANUFACTURER 
OF POLICE & MILITARY K-9 EQUIPMENT, IS 
NOW MAKING AVAILABLE TO YOU THEIR FULL 
LINE OF TACTICAL & SPECIAL OPERATIONS 


SLEEVES & CUFFS 
DOG LEADS & 
COLLARS 

MUZZLES & 
HARNESSES 
TACTICAL NYLON 
HOLSTERS, 

DUTY RIGS & 
ACCESSORIES 
REPELL SYSTEMS 
FATIGUES & SQpAD 
SUITS 

WRITE OR CALL FOR OUR 
FREE 40 PAGE CATALOG. 

800-452-5522 

EXPERT SALES PEOPLE 
ARE ON HAND TO HELP 
YOU WITH YOUR 
INQUIRIES. 


Sana 


EQUIPMENT... 


CLOAK & DAGGER 
COLLECTABLES 



KGB 



MACVSOG 



SWEATSHIRTS 3” left breast logo $18.50 

SWEATSHIRTS 9” centered logo $ 18.50 

HOODED SWEATSHIRTS 3" logo $24.50 

SWEATPANTS 3" logo $ 18.50 

SWEATSHORTS 3" logo $ 14.50 

T-SHIRTS 9" centered logo $8.75 

TANK TOPS 9" centered logo $9.95 

POLO SHIRTS 3" logo (CIA & AA only) $ 14.95 

SATIN JACKETS Red, White, Blue, Black $49.50 
Sizes available Medium, Large, Extra-Large 
BASEBALL CAPS One size fits all $8.25 

PATCHES Iron-On $5.00 Sew-On $4.50 

HAT PINS Beautiful full color Hat Pins $4.00 
COFFEE MUGS (18oz.) $11.95 

BEER STEINS (23oz.) $15.95 


Cloak & Dagger 

P.O. Box 8301 Hooper, Utah 84315 

Visa/Mastercard-Money Orders-Cash C.O.D 
UPS Shipping & Handling $3.00 
Catalog $2.00 — FREE with order! 

24 Hr. Order Hotline - (801) 399-1202 


A BREED APART 

Wolf Kennel 



When you think of a wolf many 
thoughts go through the mind. 
Thoughts such as "savage/ 1 "fierce," 
"ravenous," and "cruel" are among the 
first, then "awe" and "respect." Through 
our interbreeding you can have a piece of 
the wilderness in a Timberwolf-Husky 
cross. Get an animal that looks like a 
wolf. "You get what you pay for!" Send 
$2.00 for Illustrated Pamphlet. 

A BREED APART 

P.O. Box 8805 
Greensboro, NC 27419 
(919) 685-4731 


THE MUZZELITE BULL-PUP STOCK CREATES 
A RIFLE IN WHICH THE ACTION IS LOCATED 
BEHIND THE TRlGGER/PISTQL GRIP, 
RESULTING IN AN OVERALL LENGTH OF 
ONLY 28% w . 



$96.50 


MOLDED OF BLACK HI IMPACT POLYMER TO 
FIT YOUR RUGER Ml Ml 44/30 OR RUGER 
10/22 RIFLES. (Free A£saufl Sling Incfycfedf 


Designed for 

• Sportsmen/Hunters 

• Law Enforcement 

• SWAT Personnel 

• Government Services 

• Military Specialists 

• Assault Forces 


> Mercenary Actions 
1 Survivalists 
’ Security Personnel 
1 Body Guards/Couriers 
1 Home Security 
1 Militaria Collectors 


IMPORTANT! 

Specify which model when ordering. 

□ MZ14 (RUGER MIN 1-14/30) 

□ MZ1022 (RUGER 10/22) 

To order direct: Send cash, cashiers check or 
money order. Credit card (VISA or MC) or 
UPS C.O.D. orders call 1-715-457-2431. 
Wisconsin orders add 5% sales tax. 

(FAX # 1-715-457-6426) 

■ RUG ER M i n 1-14,10/22 are Reg istered Trademarks of St u rm-Ruger & Co, 1 nc. 


MUZZELITE CORP, 
P.O. BOX 100 

JUNCTION CITY, Wl 54443 
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BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
Il-A" tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 A lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 



Front & Back Protector.$175.00 ppd. 

Detachable Side Panels...$35.00 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754* 

Matthews, N.C. 28105 







“ OFFICIAL’ 

TAXPAYER 
CARD & BADGE ? dirty 

The Eternal Revenue .Service warts UADDV BAHHE 
you to oommemoratB youreetf with a flH nil 1 DHUUE 


The Eternal Revenue .Service warts 
you to commemorate youreetf with a 
badge of distinction, honoring the 
person who pays aJi the bills. This 
impressive shield is soW bronze and 
enlaid with red, white and Wye 
doisenamei. Complete with custom 
carrying case and personalized 
card. A real conversation piece and 
unique collector's item. 

□01 -TAX Taxpayer Badge ..$19.95 


“DON'T DO THE CRIME IF YOU CANT 
PAY THE FINE-BADGE 

You Movie and TV buffs will recognize 
this replica badge as it is a duplicate of 
the one used by super cop Dirty Harry 
oflhe SFPD. "Go ahead make our day. 
Q01-15 Inspector 21 'Dirty 

Hany-Badge. $21.95 


m Phone & Mail Orders Accepted 
4 $ Call 800-444-8643 

Toll Free (For Credit Card Orders Only.) 

““ Add $3.50 shipping and insurance charges. 
CA residents add sales tax. 


Color Catalog Free With Order or Send $3.00 To: 


THE QUARTERMASTER Dept sf. 

750 Long Beach Blvd., Long Beach L CA 90813 



AutoOrdnance Corporation 

Box SF-6. West Hurley. N.Y. 12491 19141 679-722* 


i NEW 6 FT. “4 IN 1 ” TAKE-DOWN BL0WGUN , 

I New 1989 Survival-- Hunting “Commando”™MQ|ielSt?! I 

Jcamoullage or Black ninja s > jfniVrar 

[I models add $3.00 each gun\ ,. r? 













jjW tel 



iiarrni 
; darts] 
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[Bonus; Buy 2 guns gut 400 d;irtsi| 
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FLAGS 


Tell The World You Served! 



Size 3’ x 5’ with Grommets 
Made of Cotton and Polyester 
Indoor or Outdoor Use 
only $12.95 Each Two for $23.00 


Select From 

□ U.S.A. □ AIR BORNE 

! □ VIETNAM VETERAN □ 1ST. CAVALRY 
ARMY □ KILL EM ALL LET 

. □ P.O.W./M.IA GOD SORT EM OUT 

; mU.S.M.C. BULL DOG □ SKULL & BONES 

□ NAZI (WWIi) □ CONFEDERATE 

□ ARMY □ MESS W/THE BEST 

□ NAVY DIE LIKE THE REST 

□ AIR FORCE □ AMERICA LOVE IT 

□ MARINES OR LEAVE 

□ COAST GARD □ SPECIAL FORCE’S 

IDEAL STUDIOS 

P.O. Box 41156 • Chicago, IL 60641 

Plus $2.00 Shipping & Handling.For prompt 
delivery send cash, cashier's check or money order. 


City, State, Zip_ 

Viet Nam Veteran Owned 


Be a DETECTIVE 


AND EARN YOUR BADGE 

ALK b£ST INFORMATION 

The //XMESR ALL STATES 





42 ^ 


DETECTIVE 

ASSOCIATION 




VIC A M r* am Y {f* n n S3.50 C.O.O. FEE\ no C.O.D/s to this number! 

VlbA, M.U, AM.A. (UU.D. S20 minimum J 1-800-541 -4100 

TOLL FREE 24-HRS. 1-800-222-3119 ORDER DESK 

Blowgun World, fnc., Box 25183-S, Salt Lake City, UT 84125 






NO EXPERIENCE OR COLLEGE REQUIRED 
Men - Women - Learn from the experts. Train at home for an 
exciting part or full time career as a private detective or 
security consultant. Start your own business or work for 
others. Step-by-step you will learn how to conduct any 
investigation, how and where to find that first job. and 
much more. Credentials and employment assistance. 
The BEST training available at the BEST 
price. Prove it to yourself by investigating 
before you invest. Send NOW for full (acts. 


. . - GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
5 ’ Box 191S Hanover, Mass. 02339 

Rush FREE tacts. Show me how I can learn at home to be a Private 
Investigator. No obligation. No salesman will calf. 


“For An Education That Works” 


$11.95 

SECRETS OF MODERN 
KNIFE FIGHTING 

f by David Steele 

872"x 11" 149 pages, 180 photos. Knife Fighting history, 
techniques, and strategy to insure the personal survival of 
Law Enforcement, Military, and Civilian who must: “GO IN 
HARMS WAY.” 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

State of the art investigative/surveillance techniques from the 
worlds best intelligence organizations. “Possibly the most 
dangerous book ever published;’’ NBC News states. .$33.00 


$6.50 


Heckler & Koch G3 (Selective Fire HK 91) Owners Manual OR 
Heckler & Hock HK33 (Selective Fire HK 93) Owners Manual 

• Assembfy/disassembly • Ail firing modes shown in a step by step 

• Operation/maintenance/ sequence of diagrams showing the 

rop^ir function of all parts involved 

More than 50 pages with photos and diagrams. 



m $11.95 

erjJL MERCENARY’S 

MANUAL 

vo. ii 

written by Terry Edwards 
vc ivT edited by Robert K. Brown 

This technical book is the condensation of manuals, books, 
interviews, ARTICLES, and personal experience dealing with 
every aspect of the profession and is intended to broaden the 
knowledge and contribute to the survival of soldiers and meres 
Paperback, 324 pgs., 300 photos & drawings. 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 


11106 MAGNOLIA BLVD., N. HOLLYWOOO, CA 91601 • ATTN. GLADYS 
763-0804 OPEN 7 DAYS 

Fi.Eii nuifrl In crjim ■ fl Op * Didcis paid wirt 
or crciii i -=rr r ,r j u.t*\ 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 


THE HOUND DOG 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughout the world today, corporations, protessionat 
men, and businessmen are spending millions annually to in¬ 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated. 
The ‘HOUND DOG" is a wise investment for anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in the future, in either home or office. No 
radio transmitter no matter how well it may have been hid¬ 
den. can escape detection by the "HOUND DOG" 

The “HOUND DOG" is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed for the sole purpose of locating hidden transmitters 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched In 
only a matter of minutes The ’’HOUND DOG" sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, watts, desks, chairs, etc., 
regardless of their operating frequency. 

The "HOUND OOG" is simple to use. Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement. By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls, chairs, pictures, desks, etc the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a rise in the meter reading. The 
meter reading will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you will find the "HOUND DOG" outperforms 
most other units selling tor several times the price. This item 
has been built since 1962 Each one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us. 

Meter _ Calibrate _ 

Probe ' f*''T •••• .......i 


$195.00 


SIZE. 1 6x2.4 x8.2 INCHES ^ IDJ. 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 


Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times mote powerful than olher transmitters. 
Transmits up to mite to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble Kit - up to 9V battery (not tnd.) 


$19.95 



Call 407-725-1000 or send $195.00 plus $5.00 shipping for Hound 
Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for FM Transmitter to USi 
Corp. P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902. COD's OK. For a 
catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers & other speciality items 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 


SPECIAL 

FORCES 

COMBAT 

MANUALS 

Knowledge Is Power 


SPECIAL FORCES SNIPER GUIDE/LOG 
BOOK: TheSPECIAL FORCESmanualonSNIPING. 

The manual covers in great detail HUMAN 
TARGETS, how to lead, angle of movement, correct 
weapon holds at various ranges. The manual also 
deals with wind, heat, mirage factors, extreme ranges 
& various lighting factors. Avery complete .308/7.62 
NATO TRAJECTORY TABLE for BALL & MATCH 
AMMUNITION is also included. Never before 
released to the public. 

$6.95 POSTPAID $7.50 CANADA, ALSKA, 

CONT. US ONLY HAWAII 


SPECIAL FORCES VIETNAM PATROLL¬ 
ING RE-CON MANUAL: This manualwas put out 
by B-52 (PROJECT DELTA) per experience gained 
from COMBAT IN VIETNAM. Subjects covered 
include CAR-15/Xm177 tips & techniques, how to set 
up& re-adapt LC-1 WEB GEAR, RE-CON TIPS, how to 
INFILTRATE & EXTRACT PATROLS, HOW TO DEAL 
WITH ROW’S. ORGINALLY PRINTED FOR SPECIAL 
FORCES PERSONNEL BOUND FOR VIETNAM. 
ILLUSTRATED. RARE, “A BIT OF HISTORY” & a 
wealth of information. 

$6.95 POST PAID $7.95 CANADA, ALSKA, 

(cont. US only) HAWAII 


BOTH MANUALS - $1 3.00 post paid 

SEND ORDERS TO: 

SIERRA SUPPLY DEPT. SOF 
P.O. BOX 1 390 
DURANGO, COLO. 81301 
(303) 259-1822 

NO FOREIGN ORDERS 

Send S1.00 for 19Q9 catalog full of dependable 
merchandise and low prices. 


Learn from experts ... 

$25 TO $75 
PER HOUR 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATIONS 

High Demand For Trained 
Professionals 
Rapid Growing Profession 

Career Training 


• Be Your Own Boss 
• Open Your Own Agency 
• Financially Rewarding 
• Mentally Challenging 

Residence Training, our school or video in 
your home. Licensed and approved by 
Department of Education. Write or call for 
information video and brochure. 

^ United Detective Schools 
161 High Street S.E., #124 
iff] T TC |\A Salem, OR 97301 
l:l[ x3r 1-503-378-1811 

\^v^7 800-842-7421 


C.I.A. CLOTHING 



T-SHIRT- High quality, blue ringed shirt carries four 

color official 3" CIA crest: S-M-L-XL.$8.95 

NEW T-SHIRTS- Blue ringed shirts with large 8" CIA 
crests in full color: two styles; STAFF, LANGELY; or 

WEAPONS INSTRUCTOR: S-M-L-XL.$8.95 

POLO SHIRT- Best quality white polo with official 

3" CIA crest: shown above: S-M-L-XL.$17.95 

SWEAT SHIRT- Long sleeve white sweat shirt with 3” 

CIA crest; soft & durable; S-M-L-XL...$18.95 

HATS- Professional quality cloth/mesh hats: Available in 

black-blue/white-navy-camo.$7.95 

3"CIA PATCH- Best quality available!.$3.95 




N.I.C. INC. 1600 Fairfield, Suite 233-SD 
Shreveport, LA 71101 
24 hr. Order No. 1-318-222-2970 (FREE catalog) 


City/State/ZIP. 


LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

s 12 95 ^ 

Add $1.05 HndL 


Model 

K-99-A 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If A lot Fully Satisfied!! 


WESTBURY SALES CO. Dept BK-6-SF 

156 Post Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


‘INTERNATIONAL’ COMBATTRAINING 

<V -• „ 

i. 



Card #_ 

□ □ d a □ 

VISA M/C Check M/O Cash 


_Exp. Date- 

□ UPS COD 
($4.00 Extra) 


Handgun Familiarization 
Combat Handgun 
Commando £ 

Counter Terrorist 
SAS 


TAKE THE INITIATIVE - Invest in an Exciting and High Paying 
Career. Brigade is a Complete International Small Arms and Elite 
Forces Training Facility. 

Brigade teaches Modern International Firearms Tactics with 
Superior Tactical Firearms - PROVEN IN C0M8AT Our Com¬ 
petitors continue to teach out Dated Tactics with Inferior 
Firearms. You owe it to Yourself and Loved Ones to qet the 
Very Best Training in the World - By PROFESSIONALS. 


BRIGAOE SECURITY FORCES 

P.O BOX 1237. MOORESVILLE, NC 28115 USA 
BROCHURE $1.00 PHONE (704) 663-6740 


blitz action Trauma 


Expensive Ammunition 
for one purpose! 

"The destruction of 
a flesh and blood 
target!" 


Designed fn Germany following the 1972 
Olympic Disaster in Munich! 

I * Incredible 77% one shot stopping rating! 
* 100% reliable loading and feeding! 

I * Manufactured by Dynamite Nobel of 
Germany, a trusted name for years! 

I * EACH BULLET IS HAND MACHINED! 

* Selected for use by intelligence agencies 

I and security forces around the world! 

* 86 grain. 1450 FPS, solid copper nickel! 

I * Enhanced penetration! (car doors, etc.) 

1 * When your survival depends on one shot, 
be ready with BAT! (Must be over 21!) 


9 mm Box of 50 2 Boxes for 
>39.95 +2.oop&h $79.00+2.oop&h 


l am over 21 and may legally purchase ammunition 


Bullets Shipped by 


Phone N. I. C. INC. 

1-318 1600 Fairfield. Suite 233-SM, 

222-2970 Shreveport, LA 71101 
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Address: 


INSURED BY 
MAGNUM 

POLICY NO .357 

Red, Top Quality T-Shirt 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Specify S, M, L, XL 
$8.50 plus $1.50 S&H 

Booktrain, Inc. 

P.O. Box 30 
Allons, TN 38541 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST 
GUN PARTS SUPPLIERS 

PRESENTS ITS NEW #14 CATALOG 

Featuring an inventory of over 300 million gun 
in house. A 480 + page catalog with exploded d rawing 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. C m- 
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun par is 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories, surplus & specialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts. 
SURFACE FOREIGN -$10.95 U.S. S C 95 
AIRMAIL WRITE FOR QUOTE send O 


THE ADVENTURE 
CONTINUES... 




Jfr 


136 pages of high quality and functional 
gear; genuine military clothing and equip¬ 
ment for outdoors, survival and the 
streets. Send $3.00 for copy of our full 
color catalog. 


Mail This Ad To: 


□ Payment Enclosed 


For other subscription questions or prob- 
lems or for rules outside the U.S. and 
Canada, please write a note and send 
entire form to the address above. 


Dept. SF06 

| 2655 Centennial Ave., Radcliff, KY 40160-9000 _J 


GUKT parts 

^Jl AW CORPORATION 

SUCCESSORS TO MUMRICH ARMS 


Soldier Of Fortune 
Subscriber Service 

P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 

G Change of Address: Please 
allow six Weeks. Attach label 
with your old address and write 
your new address below. 

□ New Subscriber: Fill in your 
name and address below. Use 
separate sheet for gift orders. 

Renewal: Attach label. 

□ One year $26.00 


PLACE LABEL HERE 


MR/MS 


Street 

Apt. no. 


City/State/Zip 


i U.S.EMLBY-0: i 

WORLD'S FINEST MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT 


Area Code 


Telephone number 


GUW PARTS CQRP. BOX S0F-6. W. HURLET NY 12491 
314-S79-2417 TELEX 145331 FAX9U&795&49 


c \VUI/y 

(y 4? amm %. Special Invitation to All SOF Readers: 4^ % 

*1 Z.Sz'Z WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 

% £ 10th Annual SOF 3-Gun Tactical Match \ § 

V rirn e>^ September 19-23, 1989, Las Vegas, Nevada 


4?\m\ 

If) 8f) 


Patterned after military and police courses and designed to test practical shooting skills with 
rifle, pistol and shotgun. Each shooter is required to engage targets before, during and after 
negotiating man-made obstacles or natural terrain features. Course scenarios are those that 
could be encountered during a confrontation with an armed adversary. Individual and team 
trophies, cash and prizes total over $60,000.00. 


SOF was pleased to have the 
represented in 1988: 

Anaheim (CA) PD 
Arizona Dept, of Public Safety 
Arvada (CO) PD 
Athens (TN) PD 
Beverly Hills (CA) PD 
Boone Co. (MO) SD 
Chicago (IL) PD 
Clackamas Co. (OR) DC 
Columbus (OH) PD 
Dearborne Heights (Ml) PD 
Dillon (CO) PD 
DOE — Albuquerque 


following law enforcement departments and agencies 


DOE — Idaho 
DOE — Tonopah, NV 
East Point (GA) PD 
E.R.T. — Washington, DC 
Fountain Valley (CA) PD 
Frankville (PA) PD 
Hallsville (MO) PD 
Hermosa Beach (CA) PD 
High Point (NC) PD 
Los Angeles (CA) PD 
Mesa (AZ) PD 
NYC Dept, of Corrections 
North Las Vegas PD 


Ouachite (CA) PD 
Palm Springs (CA) PD 
Pierce Co. (CA) SD 
Polk Co. (OR) SD 
Pueblo (CO) PD 
Salem (OR) PD 
San Diego (CA) PD 
San Fernando (CA) PD 
Starks (LA) PD 
Suffolk Co. (NY) SD 
Tucson (AZ) PD 
Washington Co. (OH) PD 


To be a part of the World Championship 3-Gun Tactical Match and to receive further information, 
please send a business size SASE to: Michael Horne, 408 E. Harding, Bakersfield, CA 93308. 
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BOOKS • MAGAZINES 


CLASSIFIED 



CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — $2.00 per word per Inser¬ 
tion — $40.00 minimum. All ads MUST BE PREPAID and 
received by the 1st, four months prior to issue cover date. 
Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with authorizing 
signature, a telephone number (for our files) and full pay¬ 
ment. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee 
must send a sample of packet (packets will not be re¬ 
turned). Name, address and telephone number are to be 
Included in your word count. EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 2 
words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as Dl, SGT, 
20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphenated 
words and telephone numbers are counted as two words. 
No personal services ads accepted. We reserve the right 
to refuse, delete or change any copy which we determine 
to be objectionable. Mail classified ads with payment to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Classified Dept., P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VALIDI¬ 
TY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE 
LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED 
HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROB¬ 
LEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD SEEK ASSIST¬ 
ANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DE¬ 
PARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT 
INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVER¬ 
TISED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


APPAREL 


CAPS, WrTH MILITARY insignias of elite fighting forces. Send 
SASE for illustrated folders. A&D Products, Box 286-S069, Belair, 
MD 21014. (140) 

FAMOUS GERMAN JACK BOOTS $59 ppd. Sz 6-12 Limited Supp¬ 
ly, Used #1 condition. Catalog 1000’s items $1.00. AMMO DUMP, 
2607 Hennepin #405, Minneapolis, MN 55408. (140)_ 

JR CAMO BDU JACKETS $15; 2 for $26. Pants $12; 2 for $22. all 
ppd, Sz 8-18, used, washed. Huge catalog $1. AMMO DUMP, 2607 
Hennepin #410, Minneapolis, MN 55408. (140)_ 

FOREIGN CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS Unissued, best prices, vast 
inventory. Brazilian, Omani, Indian, German, Pakistani, Iraqi, Egyp¬ 
tian, many others. Send for latest listing. 812-876-2171. Western 
Survival, PO Box 48, Spencer, IN 47460. (140)_ 

VIETNAM “SPECIAL OPERATIONS" T1GERSTRIPE, Vietnam 
1960 Pattern $70.00, Matching Short Brimmed Boonie Hats $16.00. 
A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 Mastercard & Visa Accepted! 
(140) 


THE P.l. CATALOG 
PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 


Manuals, Courses, Badges & Laminated Specialty 
cards, Directories, Newsletter, Investigative Forms, 
Equipment, certificates, Certified Missing Persons In¬ 
vestigator program, much more. Write For Big catalog 
from the fastest growing investigative association in 
the world. Send tour stamps to: National Association 
Of Investigative Specialists, Box 33244-SFY, Austin, 
Texas 78764. 


MERCENARY AVIATION BADGE 

Rugged, die cast, silver metal wings with clutch back device. 
Show all that you have the right stuff. Send $15.00 for each 
badge ordered. Swift response to all orders. 

R.D. LAFFERTY, P.O. Box 1213, McKeesport, PA 15132 


UNARMED COMBAT Survive the Streets! New, ultra-powerful self- 
defense system. Hardcore book reveals secrets. $13.00. Ubra En¬ 
terprises, P.O. Box 31719, Dept. SOF, San Francisco, CA 94131- 
0719. (140)_ 

MENTAL FIRE POWER! Demolish defense fallacies with high- 
caliber thinking! For U.S. Strategic Superiority: Understanding De¬ 
fense monthly. Free sample. 1633 Best Lane. Eugene, OR 97401. 
(143)__ 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS big money and adventure with our 
proven professional techniques. Learn how in our critically 
acclaimed bestseller. Send $14.95 to Tower Hill Press, PO Box 
1132, Doylestown, PA 18901. (154) _ 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS Protect property. Win custody. Sharpest 
tactics revealed. 228-page book, $16.95. Visa/MC accepted. EDEN 
PRESS, PO Box 8410-DD, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (140) 

RHODESIAN/SOUTH AFRICAN WAR BOOKS unobtainable USA. 
Write: SABS, PO Box 1645, Alberton 1450, South Africa. Catalog $1. 
(140)_ 

ORIGINAL CIA Black Book ot improvised weapons, 2 giant volumes 
reduced to pocket size. $12.95 ppd. GROUND ZERO, POBox 228A, 
Croton, OH 43010. (140) _ 

IS YOUR LIFE WORTH 3 BUCKS? Our new catalog of military, 
outdoor & survival gear isl Dog Tags $5.50/set. Ground Zero, PO 
Box 228A, Croton, OH 43013. (140)_ 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY Many unusual informative books 
on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, Unusual Tech¬ 
nologies, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 
Drawer 1549, Asbury Park, NJ. 07712. (148)_ 

NEW BOOK CATALOG! 50-page catalog describes over300 fasci¬ 
nating titles. The best books available on weaponry and dozens of 
other subjects! Send $1 to: PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-9AQT, 
Boulder, CO 80306. (140)_ 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS big money and adventure with our 
proven professional techniques. Learn how in our critically 
acclaimed bestseller. Send $14.95 to Tower Hill Press, PO Box 
1132, Doylestown, PA 18901. (142)_ 

WORLD INTEL REPORT Hot spots! Weapons! Intel! Analysis! 
US$3 for sample. US$32.50 for 24 issues (one year guaranteed) 
Robert C. Smith, PO Box 1265, Merchantville, NJ 08109-0265. (141) 

YOU CAN FIND ANYONEI secretely obtain unlisted phone numbers 
confidential postal and DMV records, birth/death, credit and con¬ 
fidential court records. Author reveals every source, method and trick 
known. Locate old friends, lost lovers, debtors and enemies. For 
profit, fun or adventure. Satisfaction Guaranteed. For your copy of 
YOU CAN FIND ANYONE! Send $14.95 plus $1.50 postage. 
TARGET BOOKS, Dept. B, 13575 Martinique, Chino Hills, CA 
91709. (140)_ 

BUY GOVERNMENT SEIZED VEHICLES and surplus merchan¬ 
dise. Complete, detailed book shows how. Only $9.95 ppd. Source 
Communications, 207 SE Oak Street, #205, Hillsboro, OR 97123. 
(145)_ 

NEW!!! SURVIVAL QUESTIONNAIRE measures your prepara¬ 
tions, guides your planning, $6. — Includes free INFOPACKET! Don 
Stephens, Drawer 1441SFA, Spokane, WA 99210. (140) 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


BUMPERSTICKER PRINTER Cheap, Simple, Portable, Free De- 
tails, Bumper, PO Box 22791 (ABM), Tampa, FL 33622. (140) 


COLLECTORS 


WW2 GERMAN MIUTARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uniforms, dag¬ 
gers, camouflage, books. World's biggest catalog $2. Krupper, Box 
177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (150)_ 

WORLDWIDE authentic military medaJs, wings, insignia. Five diffe¬ 
rent medals from 5 different countries $98.50. Catalogue $2 cash. 
Invicta, 740 Gladstone, Ottawa, Canada. KIR 6x5. (144) 



WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials. 
Videocassettes, photographs, literature, Zapruder film. Catalogue: 
$3. Collector’s Archives, Box 2, Beaconsfield, Quebec. H9W 5T6. 
(150)__ 

WWI RELIC INVESTMENTS! Telephone "hot” line. From common 
daggers, helmets, uniforms, weapons and medals to rare investment 
items. What do you need? We’ll locate and ship. We also buy. Call 
John at 612-689-1146. (141) 

RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES medaJs, books and 
militaria. Send $1 for list. Kaplans, Box 890638, Lyndhurst, 2106 
Johannesburg, South Africa. (140) 

VIETNAM VETS & COLLECTORS Combat tapes, books, souve¬ 
nirs, posters, militaria and more. Send two 25$ stamps for catalog. 
Bien Hoa Productions, (DSOF), Box 56, Fayetteville, AK 72702. 
(140) _ 

BRITISH MILITARIA Authentic collectibles for the serious collector, 
from the 180Q’s through WWII, send $5 for catalog, $12 overseas. 
British Collectibles Ltd., Dept. A, 2113 Wilshir© Blvd., Santa Monica, 
CA 90403. (140) 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS REGIMENTAL 
Insignia, BlazerCrests, Ties, Plaques, Tankards, etc., of Elite British/ 
Scottish Regiments. SAS, Para, Guards, etc., and RAF. Also Scot¬ 
tish Clan Regalia, weaponry and miniatures. Import catalog $2. 
BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6, PO Box 50473, Nashville, 
TN 37205. (140) 


W.W. II COLLECTORS 


©VI IM0.000 ITEMS 


HatsBadgesMedals of all Nations. 
U.S. Officer’s Cap (new from 
original U.S. maker), tan with 
brown leather visor, chin strap 
and U.S. Eagle pin. State size S, 
M. or Lg.$58.00 

pay postage. Our 250 page 
fully illustrated catalog $5.00 
(Free with order) 

W. W.#2 Ltd., Box 2063-T, St. Louis, MO 63158 



NOW AVAILABLE! 


TheOri 9 ina. ADVENTURER , sTM ^ 

BULLWHIP 

Thick, 

High-Grade 
Leather 

From 

CATTLE BARON- LEATHER CO. 


Used in EXPEDOIOHS Around Ihe World 
HAND-PUUTED, THICK, Genuine 


PfitmanamTHW tip 

Original "Ruddy- 
Brown'' Color 

• LEATHER COVERED 
, HANDLE & BALL W/ 

4 TD 6 Wffil DQTraY • WRIST LOOP 

NO HASSLES > NO DELAYS TARGET USE 

Add 5% Shipping A ins. In U.S.A. 10 R Ungh $129.95 

CnrlLr. ArfH ot* Extra Long iZ rt. 

- Foreign Add 25% - LEATHER BELT CARRIER $3.95 

- A FORMIDABLE SURVIVAL TOOL • 

When Swung Property., KINETIC ENERGY Makes 
Ihe TffOt Ihe ADVENTURER'S BULLWHtP" MOVE 
ATlJVfHHW F ff TP ffl SBOW , 

• WHP-HANDUNG Instructions Included 
The HIGHEST QUALITY. TOUGHEST BULLWHIPS 
- Perfectly BALANCED For ACCURACY. 



NOTE THESE BULLWHIPS 
ARE NOT TOYS 6 NOT CHEAP 
FOREIGN MADE SOUVENIRS 
- THEY ARE GENUINE, 


CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) 697-8900 
Send V ,SA CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

MC, Check p.o. Box 100724 Dept SOF-6 
S or M.O. To SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 Jfij 
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WWII WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, helmets, ev¬ 
erything! Illustrated catalog $10. (refundable) Disco, Box 331-X, 

Cedarburg, Wl 53012. (143) _ 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Patches, books, Dl pins, T-shirts. Catalog 
$1. SATGONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (150) _ 

WWII RELICS! Cheaper than Globe, WWII Ltd., Collector's Armory! 
Rags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated catalog $5 
(refundable). RELICS, Box 261-D, Cambridge, MN 55008. (142) 


EDUCATION 


TERMPAPER ASSISTANCE. 16,278 papers available! 306-page 
catalog — Rush $2. Research, 11322 Idaho, #206EX, Los Angeles, 
CA 90025. TOLL FREE HOTLINE: 800-351-0222. (California: 213- 

477-8226). (153) _ 

BECOME A PARALEGAL Work with attorneys. Home study. Free 
catalog. Paralegal, 6065 Roswel, Suite 3118, Dept. LG1 71, Atlanta, 
GA 30328. 1-800-223-4542. (140)_ 


EMPLOYMENT 


OVERSEAS, STATESIDE $100 to $1000 daily. Now hiring. FREE 
list. Zincs 117, Box 13110, Las Vegas, NV 89112. (140) _ 

JOBS: CRUISESHIPS, TUGS, SHIPS, RIVERBOATS, OILRIGS: 
Women-Men. Work month-home month. USA plus overseas. In¬ 
formation $3. Marine Employment, Box B242, Central, IN 47110. 

(141)_ 

POLICE OFFICERS WANTED: National publication lists current 
openings, giving salary and requirements, One year $29.95. Six 
months subscription $19.95. POLICE CAREER DIGEST, Dept. B, 
PO Box 1672, Eaton Park, FL 33840. (140) _ 

ALASKA FISHING JOBS, up to $100,000 per year. No experience 
necessaty Send $10. for list of 30 companies now hiring. Alaska 
Employment, 2318 Second Ave., #774, Seattle, WA 98121. (140) 


STEM GUN KITS complete with blank receiver tube, blueprints, 
template, instructions. $19.95 freight paid. D&G Sales, PO Box 322, 
Moline, IL 61265. (141) _ 

GERMAN M43 WWII HELMETS cpf w/liner & strap $69 plus $5 pp. 
Genuine steel like new — very limited supply. VISA/MC 612-377- 
6714. Complete catalog $1. (or4-25c stamps) Adolfs, 2607 Henne¬ 
pin, #310, Minneapolis, MN 55408. (141) _ 

BOOBY TRAP ALARMS smoke grenades, flares (aerial-ground), 
fuse, bird bombs, simulators, pyrotechnics. Catalog $2. Aztec, Dept. 
S-1, Box 1888, Norcross, GA 30091. (140) _ 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION CAMOUFLAGE, Current Issue F-1 
Suits, Lizard Camo $70.00 suit. F-1 Camo Cap $17.00. New! A.H.A., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO B0221 (140) _ 

DOG TAGS Set of 2 tags, long and short chain. Fifteen space lines. 
$4/set. No extra charge for printing or shipping. Hill, 2908 Elm Hill, 
Nashville, TN 37214. (141) _ 

DOG TAGS! GENUINE MILITARY ID! Double set w/chain and 
silencers, SPECIAL! SS^set. 5 lines, 15 characters each line. Send 
payment with your tag information to: ALLIED SURPLUS, Dept. 
SFDT, 5618 Jefferson, New Orleans, LA 70123. Army Surplus Cata¬ 
log also available, only $1. (140) 


FREEDOM COUNTRY 


LC-1 "ALICE” PACKS, Complete with Straps $42.00, Woodland 
Camo LC-1 Medium Pack with Frames $80.00 A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221 (140) 


20 8IG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850. 
Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Elk, deer, moose, 
bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near established towns. 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. GUARAN¬ 
TEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE 
color brochure, photos, maps. 

—FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE- 


CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-592-5990 


TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana S9722 - (406) 846-1000 


1 


i 


i 


AirPower Sabot Cannons 

2550 Chandler, Suite 26$F, Las Vegas NV 89120 


.50 CAL MACHINE GUN Complete Inert Shells. (Slight Surface 
Tarnish). 194 3/4 Marked Issue. Packed 10 rds. per box; 25/S13.50 
plus $4; 50/S23.50 plus $6; 100/$42.50 plus $9. Meta! belt links 6C 
each. Free ammo/artillery listing I Joe Jelinek, 1201F Cottage Grove, 
Chicago Heights, IL 60411.312-758-2183. (140) _ 

U.N. PEACEKEEPERS BERETS, Sky Blue Beret with U.N. 
Enamelled Metal Crests $28.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221 (140) _ 

AIRBORNE LOG BOOKS to record up to 100 jumps, $8 St. Michael, 
Patron of Parachutists patch three color $8. Field belt (A7A strap 
type) OD color $6. (list waist size). Airborne T-shirt, B.S, or Master 
wings, no slogans, $8. The Apple S-4, PO Box 331, Des Moines, IA 

50302 (140) _ 

RADIATION RESISTANT CONTAINERS Air tight, water tight, che¬ 
mical resistant; for underground storage small, medium, large, cus¬ 
tom sizes upon request. For more info write: Alglas Industries, Inc., 
PO Box 616, Brigantine, NJ 08203. (140) _ 

WATERBALLOON SLINGSHOT Launches waterballoons 130 
yards. Guaranteed. Send check or money order for $12. to C.X. 
Blaster P,0. Box 3843F, South Pasadena Ca. 91030-6843. (140) 

TEN ACRES cleared remote Washington land bordering the Colville 
National Forest. Northeast of Republic and seventeen miles from 
Canada. Beautiful mountains and pines vista. $5,000 no terms. (818) 
765-1582. (140) _ 

LEGION PARA just finished five year contract has to offer FOREIGN 
LEGION PARACHUTE REGIMENTT-SHIRT WITH WINGED DAG¬ 
GER EMBLEM $10/£5 payment by cheque/money order In sterling 
only or dollars cash to R P Barnes, 165 Hyde Street, South Shields 
NE33 3LB England, (140) _ 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, bombs, pots, gre¬ 
nades) — for $2. (receive $5. credit) we’ll send you a catalogue of 
smoke products, more smoke products than anyone else offers. Also 
included are other items and surprises, some of which can’t be 
advertised. Slgnus, Box 33712-HK, Phoenix, AZ 85067. (141) 

I PAGER HOLSTER I 


RADIATION RESISTANT CONTAINERS Air tight, water tight, che¬ 
mical resistant; for underground storage small, medium, large, cus- 
tome sizes upon request For more info write: Alglas Industries, Inc., 
PO Box 616, Brigantine, NJ 08203 (140) _ 

MATHAKE HERBAL TEA has been used in traditional South Pacific 
cultures for over one thousand years. Many believe the herb is the 
secret of their youth and happiness. Now, this Mathake is available in 
the United States, a delicious and soothing beverage. $18 per box, 
allow 3 weeks for delivery. Box 2056, San Rafael, CA 94912-2056. 
Check or money order only. (140)_ 


CANADA-WIDE AMMUNITION Attractively priced case lots with 
inexpensive subsidized shipping. New and surplus from .22LR — 
.50cal. Free list. Trade & law enforcement inquiries welcome. Caina 
Company, 1547 Merivale Road, PO Box 5521, Ottawa, Ontario 
K2C3M1. 613-723-1921, FAX: 5630087. (140) 

SAVE $$$ ON AMMUNITION & ACCESSORIES No licence re¬ 
quired to purchase. For our FREE 36 page catalog mail us your name 
and address or call (24 hours) 404-446-2429. ATLANTA DISCOUNT 
AMMO, Dept. M, Box 627, Norcross, GA 30091. (140) _ 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS Guaranteed satisfaction. Send $1 for 
postage. McLisa, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF89-F, Honolulu, HI 96806. 

(140) _ 

FREE CATALOG! Army Navy surplus, collectible WWII Items, Nazi 
regalia, medals, flags, weapons, send five (5) 220 stamps postage. 
Ammo Dump, 2607 Hennepin #433, Minneapolis, MN 55408. (140) 


ROOM SURVEILLANCE 
TELEPHONE 


This is a normal functioning telephone! 

EXCEPT it has a secret built in room monitor. 

Only YOU can call and monitor all room conversations, 
using a secret code, and never be detected! 

$175,GO - 6 month Warranty - Phone Tap Catalog $3.00 
LISTEN ELECTRONICS. 603 Elgin. Muskogee. OK 74401 

1-800-633-TAPS 


PRESS BUTTON, 
CASE FLIPS 
OPEN. LABEL 
MAY VARY. 


FITS: DAVIS DERRINGERS 

BAUER, BROWNING .25 AUTOS 
FREEDOM ARMS .22LR, 1" BARREL 
N. AMERICAN ARMS .22LR, 

$19.95 plus $1.50 S&H, or two for $34.95 

SPLIT SECOND SECURITY, INC. 

P.O. BOX 16142-S, HOUSTON, TX. 77222 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 
1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $2.00 

SAUNDERS 

Box 3133-SF • Naples, FL 3393^-3133 


EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO 

rvfin „ 1BJ „ ....__ I<70 0(1 


ONLY on Video * or ^ rsl l * mc 

75 minutes of pogeantry, precision formation morthing and -military 
ceremonial splendor. 


BRITISH REGRLIR IMPORTS 

. Department 6 

P.O. Box 50473. • Nashville. TN 37205 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 

postpaid. • German War Badges • postpaid. 


Sub — Iron Cross — Wound 

Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are 
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. #1 or #2 (state choice). We have most 
complete s tock of W.W. #2 German badges-caps-flags, 
etc. in U.S. it HXililiiIntern 

Postpaid. (Sent free with any order). 

Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG - $5.00. 

W.W. #2 Ltd. Box 2063-F, St. Louis. Mo. 63158 


BUTTERFLY KNIVES 

The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philippines — used by their 
fighting forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 

The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working 
portion of the knife. A 
lever locks the ° 

handle securely 5 

in the open or “ 

closed position. /)\ § 

Model K98-P M\% 

$ 8 50 Ea. / 1 s 

and *1 50 UPS charges m 1 

WESTBURY SALES CO. K ■ ft 
DEPT P-6-SF H ft 

156 Post Avenue 1 / U 

Westbury, NY 11590 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


INSTRUCTION 


GREEN BERETS JOURNAL Self Reliance How To—Monthly Jour¬ 
nal for Great Living Today and Tomorrow by America’s Best. Exam- 
pie $2. ASC, PO Box 5188, Athens, GA 30604. (140)_ 

INVESTIGATORS LICENSES Fifty State Directory $14.95. Post¬ 
paid. Infokit on Commissioned Ranks, training, Custom Identifica¬ 
tion, Badges, $2. Includes Espionage Newsletter. Eagle, Box 6303, 
Corpus Christ!, TX (SF) 78466. (141) 



AFRICA-KORP. CAP & GOGGLES 

German 1942 Mfg. ORIGINAL sand & dust goggles, 
still in their pocket pouch. 

• 5 TanOfc. caps =New REPLICA. State S-M-or 

Lg. Size. Both - Only $39.00 

We pay postage Our 250 page fully illustrated 
catalog $5 00 (FREE with order) 


OVER 40,000 ITEMS IN STOCK 


Box 2063 -F St. Louis, MO 631 58 
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HAT PINS - PATCHES - FLAGS 



600+ MILITARY DESIGNS 

FREE 24 Page ILLUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Dealer Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER’S MFG. CO. 


H 

C/> 

I 

3D 


40T5SF PROGRESS BLVD, 

PERU, IL 61354 

(815) 223-1159, Ask For David 


I 


TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 


Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home Connects between any cassette or tape 
recorder and your telephone line. Starts auto¬ 
matically when phone is answered. Records both 
sides ot conversation Stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. 



sizt leu. in. 


$ 19.95 


EACH 0»v Avail 



Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more powerful than other transmitters. 
Transmits up to V. mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble Kit up to 9V battery {not md.) 

For catalog ol Transmitters, Voice Scramblers and 
other specialty items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp 

Call 407-725-1000 or send $19.95 + $1.00 
shipping per Item to; USI Corp., P.O. Box 
SF-2D52, Melbourne, FL 32902 COD’* OK. 


VIETNAM 
VETERANS 
RINGS 

cWMF/F. Hart 
Royalties go to Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Fund 

Cast in stainless steel. Expertly modeled 
Vietnam Veterans’ statue and the RVN medal 
are displayed in bold relief on ring sides. Bezel 
reads VIETNAM VETERAN. 


Red or Blue European spinel stones , . . $69.95 

Marine Corp emblem mounted on red stone ...... .$79,95 

Green spinel and blrihstones available . _„ ,$79.95 


Size accuracy is very important due to the hardness of 
the metal. Allow 6-6 weeks delivery times. Add $2.00 
for shipping. 

Major Don Wortman, USAF Retired 
EAGLE LTD • 1051 Opal Dr. 
Prescott, AZ 86303 ■ (602) 778-5656 



PROFESSIONAL SECURITY OFFICER TRAINING Train at home 
In your spare time. Earn a certificate. For information call: 1 -800-533- 
4047. (140) 


KNIVES • BAYONETS 


KNIVES, SURVIVAL GEAR Wholesale, volume discounts, top qual¬ 
ity, satisfaction guaranteed. Catalog $1. Rebitski & Co., DSF, 2770 
Sherry Lane, Green Bay, Wl 54302. (140)_ 

FREE DISCOUNT KNIFE catalog. Major brands, Military Daggers, 
Swords, Butterfly. Stars. Airguns, Gift with order. Save. Write! Mid¬ 
west, C5711, 9043 South Western, Chicago, IL 60620. (143) 


MAILING SERVICES 


MAIL FORWARDING State Income TAX FREE Florida. Low Cost. 
Reliable. Confidential. Free INFO: Call 800-321 -9950 or write FAST 
FORWARD #SF, Box 917729, Longwood, FL 32791. (142) 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $7/month. 
Not a box number but your own address and ste. number. Also 
available—phone number, remailing, mail forwarding and more. ALL 
CONFIDENTIAL. For information enclose a stamp to THE BRANCH 
OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85029. (140) 

CONFIDENTIAL MAIL FORWARDING Fast, easy, inexpensive and 
very, very private. Write for details "SM", PO Box 66302, Los 
Angeles, CA 90066. (140)_ 

PRIVATE/CONFIDENTIAL OVERSEAS MAIL DROP Professional 
remailing/forwarding. Economical rates. Private numbered address 
$24.95/year. KATTEGAT, TSTPO 98108, Kowloon, HONGKONG. 
(142)_ 

PRIVATE MAIL SERVICE Letters Packages, whatever, reroute, 
hold or rendezvous at your convenience. Wilson, PO Box 22, 
Amherst, OH 44001(141)_ 

PRIVACY-CONFIDENTIAL mail forwarding/receiving single re¬ 
malls $1., since 1981, street address, phone available. OMD, Box 
608039-SQF (131) Orlando, FL 32860. (142)_ 

REM AILING: West Germany $2 includes postage. Confidential for¬ 
warding, receiving, holding. Brochure $1. TWG, Postfach 1151, 
6460 Gelnhausen, West Germany. (142) 

SECRECY — reliable mail receiving/forwarding, remails $1. Meyer, 
721 Church St., Medina, NY 14103. (141) 


ft€GIM€NTIH INSIGNIA & UlCflPONftV 



• SRS • RRF • BLACK WATCH 

• PARA • RM • CAMERONS 

• RSPG * AN * GUARDS etc. 


Import Cotolog $2.00 


BRITISH RCGAUA IMPORTS 


Department-6 

P.O. Box 50473 " Nashville, TN 37205 




Gl SUPPLY 201-948-6260 
R.D. #8, BOX 155A Dept. SOF 
NEWTON, N.J. 07860 


JUNGLE HAMMOCK 



We have not seen a hammock of this good quality in a 
long time. This Ham mock is a copy of the Hammock used 
In' WWII and Vietnam. It is a combination insect proof 
hammock or stake it as e tent. Full length canopy keeps 
you dry and the nylon netting keeps those flying and 
crawling insects off of you 

Cashie7^heck"mone^pr(5e^)ersonal che'ckToM/isaTMastef tard 

gladly acceplea NOCODs All mercnandisess I00°'oguaranteed 

Residents of Alaska Hawaii and Puerto Rico add 5% lor snipping 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 


$ 9 , 1 ?, 



ONLY 

" POSTPAID 

Fires 22 cal. tear 
gas or blank ammo. 

Solid metal. 6 shot, 
fed. Rapid firing, 
sfructions. 

For self-protection, theatre, dog' 

training, sports. Purchaser must .. 

be over 21; Money back guarantee. 


t, clip 
with fn- 


V>ept. 


WESTBURY SALES CO. 

TA-6-SF, 156 Post Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


CUSTOM EMBROIDERED emblems and enameled pins. Your de¬ 
sign, low min., excellent quality, free booklet. A.T. Patch Company, 
Dept. 133, Littleton, NH 03561. 603-444-3423. (141) 

MILITARY HOTLINE Intelligence-Current Situation Summaries— 
Special Operations—Plus More for Military Professionals—Example 
$2, ASC, PO Box 5188, Athens, GA 30604. (140)_ 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. BPEC, Dept. 
SN1188, Box 7638, Moreno, CA 92303. (150)_, 

40-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG Cash income opportunities. Secret 
loans. Home businesses. Get new credit, jobs, degrees, foreign 
passports (26 countries). Send $1. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-SR, 
Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (140)_ 

MILITARY INSIGNIA CATALOG Over 6,000 different items and 
genuine military clothing and equipment. Send $2. Kaufman’s West 
Army & Navy Goods, Dept. A-312,1660 Eubank, Albuquerque, NM 
67112. (140)_ 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Pots, Gre¬ 
nades) Largest, most extensive selection of new smoke products. 
Send $2 (refundable with order) for catalogue of these and much 
morel Signus, Box 3371 2-GK, Phoenix, AZ 85067. (140)_ 

RUSSIAN & WARSAW PACT GEAR Complete Listing & Color 
Photo $1.00. INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY, Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. (140)_ 

RHODESIAN MILITARIA Price list $1. Original “Weapons” prints by 
bone. Command Post, 3025 Hwy. 31S, Pelham, AL 35124. (205) 
663-5678. (140)_ 

REMOVABLE TATTOOS Look real, No needles, Waterproof, Easy 
application, Remove anytime. Over 100 Styles. Guaranteed. 
Send$3 for catalogue and sample.-.TEMPORARYS, Box 378S, 
Manchaug, MA 01526 (140) 

WORLDWIDE CAMOUFLAGE & EQUIPMENT Summer 1989 
Catalog of Uniforms 3 /a Gear from OVER 25 COUNTRIES! Send 
$1.00. INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY, Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221 303-450-6468. (140)_ 

INVESTIGATIVE NEWSI America’s number one, all new, informa¬ 
tive newsletter. Each issue is jam packed with information and arti¬ 
cles on skip tracing, bounty hunting, surveillance, street survival, 
interrogation techniques, undercover, executive protection, terror¬ 
ism, criminal investigations and civil litigation. Also includes reports 
and hard to find information. One year subscription only $39.95. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. INVESTIGATIVE NEWS, 13575 Martini- 
que, Dept. B, Chino Hills, CA 91709. (140) _ 

FIREWORKS WHOLESALE: Bottlerockets, Firecrackers, Roman 
Candles, Sparklers and more. Save up to 50% on over 100 Classic C 
fireworks. Send for our free wholesale Class C catalog. Klassic 
Products, PO Box 142, Middiefield, CT 06455-0142. (142) 

BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY, 1989 Catalog of Camouflage Uni¬ 
forms, Equipment, Inignia Berets. Send $1.00. B.M.S., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. (140) 


TRAINING 


RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD TRAINING Catalog and in¬ 
formation $6. ($10 foreign) USTC, 2020 N. Broadway, Ste. 103, 
Santa Ana, CA 92706. (146) 


SURVIVAL 

COMBAT KNIFE 

WITH WATERTIGHT 
HOLLOW HANDLE 

si 75.°° 

Includes Sheath 



Working 
Sawteeth 
Blood Runner 
Grooves 

(2) Tiedown Holes 
In Guard 

16" Overall • 10W 
440C Stainless Steel 

NON-REFLECTIVE FINISH 

For Black Finish Add $10.00 


Custom Handcrafted 
by Tark Rettotti, Knlfemaker 
L.P.R. Inc. (516) 293-7334 
108 Rome St., Farmingdale, NY 11735 


ARE YOU PAYING TOO MUCH7 

BUY HANDGUNS, ASSAULT RIFLES, 
SPORTING RIFLES AT WHOLESALE & 
BELOW. EASY METHOD — SEND $6. USA 
/ (CHECK OR M.O.) to 
HARBOR PUBLICATIONS 
» BOX 120050 DEPT. Z 
t EAST HAVEN, CT 06512 



94 §OL»IER OF FORTUNE 


JUNE 89 
















































































SURPLUS 


GENUINE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES surplus clothing 
equipment, etc. Send $1 for current catalog: Pedergnana, PO Box 
1062, Oakpark, IL 60304. (140) ___ 

MILITARY SURPLUS CATALOG! Over 120 pages of military secur¬ 
ity, survival, recreational, clothing knives, and literature, genuine Gl 
issue equipment for the military or outdoorsman. Send $2 (refunded 
on first purchase) to Eagle’s View Lodge, PO Box 557, Dept. SOF, 

Waterford Works, NJ 08089. (140) _ 

ARMY SURPLUS Large inventory new and used, plus survival 
Items. Send $1 (refundable) for price list: Hugh Wade's Oakshire 
Place, Hwy. 51 South, Union City, TN 36261. (141) _ 

GENUINE MILITARY CLOTHING, Gear, Equipment, and Insignia. 
Our name has meant quality for over 65 years. Catalog, $2. Kauf¬ 
man's West Army & Navy Goods, Dept. A-312,1660 Eubank, Albu- 
querque, NM 87112. (140) _ 

$3. GETS 1,000 ITEM Fully Illustrated Military Surplus Catalog. 
Deduct $3 first order. New-Used Military Surplus Clothing, Camping 
Gear, Survival Gear, War Game Supplies. Old Sarge PX, 4344 
Archer Ave„ Dept. 171-9, Chicago, IL 60632. (149) _ 

ARMY SURPLUS Large inventory new and used, plus survival 
items. Send $1 (refundable) for price list: Hugh Wade’s Oakshire 
Place, Hwy. 51 South, Union City, TN 36261. (140)_ 


SURVIVAL 


THE SURVIVAL CHECKLIST! Finally, everything you need to sur¬ 
vive natural or man-made disasters. Cost $5. Value priceless. 
Ground Zero, PO Box 228A, Croton, OH, 43013. (140) _ 

SURVIVAL FOODS Ready Reserve & Yurika Storage Foods. Neo- 
Uf© & Muftiway Food Supplements. Free information. Spartan Distri- 
butors, PO Box 2085-A, Spring Valley, CA 92077. (140) _ 

SURVIVAL FOODS Ready Reserve & Yurika Storage Foods. Neo- 
Ufe & Muftiway Food Supplements. Free Information. Spartan Distri- 
butors, PO Box 2085-A, Spring Valley, CA 92007. (140) 


TRAINING 


RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD TRAINING Catalog 
and information $6. ($10 foreign) USTC, 2020 N. Broadway, 
Ste. 103, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (146)_ 


Subscribe to ... 


MILITARY Wfj) YIHICIIS 


ADS 'ARTICLES "NEWS 

MILITARY JEEPS, TRUCKS, TANKS & MOREt 

Over 5,000 paid subscribers larger circulation than 
any other magazine for military vehicle en¬ 
thusiasts. . .and still growing rapldlyl Many more 
advertisements than any other magazine.. .Ex¬ 
clusive comprehensive listing of upcoming 
rallies.. .andmuch morel 



SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

One Year (6 Issues) $12 
Two Years (12 Issues) $20 
Foreign - Canada $15, other $20 
US Dollars payable by US Bank 
Sample Issue $3 USA, $5 outside 


P.O. Box 1748-L, Union, NJ 07083 


VEHICLES 


IS IT TRUE you can buy Jeeps for $44 through the U.S. Govem- 
ment? Get the facts today! Call 1-312-742-1142 ext. 331-A, (142) 

CADILLACS, MERCEDES, PORSCHE, etc buy direct from govern¬ 
ment. Seized in drug raids. Available in your area. Save $thousands$ 
216-453-3000, ext. A8180. (140) _ 

BUY GOVERNMENT Seized & Surplus vehicles from $100. Fords, 
Chevys, 4x4s, etc. Available in your area. For info call (602) 842- 
1051 ext 003. (140)_ 


NAVY SEAL VIDEOS! Museum Collection includes: “NAVY SEALS 
IN VIETNAM" Cowritten by Seal Team One Members. Covers uni¬ 
forms, weapons, equipment — all gear peculiar to SEALS $15.95. 
Also "Navy Seals On Patrol"—Incredible rare footage of Real Seals 
on patrol! Shot in Vietnam 1968 by Seal Team One Members. See 
entire operation performed and explained! A MUST for every serious 
collector $21.95. Also “MEN WITH GREEN FACES" and "SOME¬ 
ONE SPECIAL” Navy Special Warfare Tapes $24.95 each. $ave get 
all four $76.95. Profit from sales benefit UDT-SEAL MUSEUM. LOTI 
GROUP, Dept. A, 8341 SW 157 Ave. Ste. 311, Miami, FL 33193. 
(141) _ 

THE LARGEST SELECTION of military video titles available any¬ 
where. Send $2.95 for first catalog (all further catalogs free) to: 
Fusion Video, 17214 S. Oak Park Avenue, Dept SF906, TlnJoy Park, 
IL 60477. (140)_ 


WANTED 


RHODESIA VETS AND RHODESIANS Contact RVA, PO Box 1221, 
Agoura Hills, CA 91301 or call (213) 234-9201. Trie RVA is a non- 
political, non-military/paramilitary organization. (142)_ 


SURVEILLANCE 


SHERWOOD - The first name in surveillance 
equipment. Complete line of investigative, 
communications & countermeasures equipment 
CONTACT THE SMVE 1 LLANCE SPECIALISTS 

SHERWOOD COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATES, LTD. 
PO Bin 535 S, Soatkaaptoa, PA 189 ft 
( 115 ) 357-9065 
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MILITARY MEDALS 

WORLD WAR II ★ KOREA * VIETNAfi 




Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons, 
Badges, Fine Display Cases. Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded yo u or your family. Gua ranteed! 

° FREE CATALOG! o fOT 


WANTED: Sterling silver military wings and bracelets. Kindly reply 
to: Michael Dusek, 1058 Lupin Drive #5, Salinas, CA 93906, (408) 
757-2526. (140) _ 

WANTED: M-203 (37mm gas launcher), replica, non-functioning, 
manufactured by Frankford Arsenal, 1986: JCW, PO Box 11922, 
Lexington, KY 40579-1922. (140) _ 

KEITH GARKOWSKJ (ROACH) your father died on your 20th birth¬ 
day, 10/15/88; please come home or call: JP and 1 need your help. 
Morn! (140) _ 

HOLLYWOOD wants true-life stories. Make money from your ex¬ 
periences. 279 S. Beverfy Drive, Suite 179, Beverty Hills, CA 90212. 
(140) _ 

U-BOAT CAPTAIN’S CAP 

>,White top Gold insignia and visor braid 
Leather chin strap State size wanted S89.00 

: Knights Cross with its 17" neck ribbon 
fjL IjP^ arid oak leaf with swords $21 00 

H Wo nay postage. Our 224 page fully 

ed catalog (free with order) $5.00 

■MM A :Wi riWtltlil ITJ .,L — 

W.W. #2 Ltd., Box 2063 ‘F, St. Louis. MO 63158 


* Vs* 


WRITE TODAY! ► MEDALS, BOX 16279SF 

FT HARRISON P.O. INOIANAPOLIS. IN 46216-9998 
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BUSHPILOT WINGS 

BADGE QUALITY — CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 
CATALOG WITH PURCHASE - ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 



SWIFT 

SOLEOT 

The Assassin's Fang 

A must for every 
weapons aficionado! 

Now, you too, can become a lethal 
fighting machine with this 
ancient weapon. 

Comes complete with history 
& instructions. 

Send $9.95 check or money order to: 
Performance Products 
P.O. Box 50112 
Tulsa, OK 74150 

• ORDER TODAY • 

Supply limited! 
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Continued from page 86 * 

ance satellites, like recce aircraft, are equip¬ 
ped with a variety of sensors, though con¬ 
ventional photographic systems are the 
most common. Image quality of advanced 
systems is excellent, but the big advantage 
of satellites is presence over denied* airspace 
and relative invulnerability. 

Their Achilles’ heel is predictability. Ac¬ 
tivities can be scheduled to prevent observa¬ 
tion, such as disassembling the Son Tay 
mock-up during the planning of that operation 
to prevent detection by Soviet satellites. This 
is changing, however, with modem oibiters 
that shift orbits on command. 

The spacebome human observer is a fright¬ 
ening fact of life for the ground-pounding 
grunt. The possibility of real-time reporting of 
one’s movements by a cosmonaut safely out of 
reach of any attack is now a reality. Of course, 
we have the space shuttle. 

I personally find the airborne systems 
more threatening because of their respon¬ 
siveness and more immediate connection to 
weapons. For example, the HIND D can be 
fitted with SLAR, IR, and camera pods, 
creating a formidable intelligence system 
and weapons platform on the same air¬ 
frame. After all, if the Soviet army is any¬ 
thing like the U.S. Army, it’s going to take a 
long time for the information from that cos¬ 
monaut to filter down to the guys with the 
guns. But if that HIND picks up your scent, 
you’ve got a very immediate problem. 

In Summary 

That’s a quick-and-dirty run-through of 
modem reconnaissance systems. The main 
points to keep in mind are: 

1. The dangers of nighttime observation by 
SLAR and IR systems. 

2. The importance of shadow in revealing 
equipment and troops. 

3. The possibility of observation by aircraft or 
satellites stationed far beyond your airspace. 

4. The increasing use of television and other 
sensors that allow immediate viewing of re¬ 
connaissance imagery. 

5. The reduced visibility of light infantry and 
special operations troops compared to mecha¬ 
nized units. 

6. The importance of the proven principles of 
camouflage — siting, camouflage discipline, 
and construction—and the three fundamental 
camouflage methods—blending, hiding, and 
deceiving. 

Knowledge is your best weapon in avoid¬ 
ing detection by high performance recon¬ 
naissance systems. You need to keep the 
threat presented by these systems in mind 
without letting it paralyze you. Each system 
has weaknesses and you should plan your 
movements and actions to take advantage of 
those vulnerabilities. 

Remember, if they can’t see you, they 
won’t shoot at you. * 


TANK BUSTERS 

Continued from page 61 

is the border post on the main road from 
Jalalabad into the Khyber Pass. The mujahi¬ 


deen occupied it after the Kabul regime 
garrison fled on 2 November, because the 
resistance, helped by the use of the MILAN, 
had made road resupply unworkable. But 
within 10 days, in mid-November, a purely 
Kabul regime counterattack (without Soviet 
forces), spearheaded by T-54 and T-55 
tanks, was launched from Kabul and Jalala¬ 
bad and temporarily retook Torkham. The 
mujahideen, surprised by the move, now 
swung back into action. They targeted the 
communist supply line from Jalalabad and 
again the MILAN proved important. 
MILANs were used by several Hezb com¬ 
manders, including Engineer Ghaffiir, who 
had been the first Afghan to use the Stinger 
SAM in September 1986, as well as NIFA 
commanders, including Lai Mohammed. 

On 18 November, MILANs were used in 
action on the highway between Jalalabad 
and Torkham, with the mujahideen claim¬ 
ing four tanks and three other vehicles des¬ 
troyed. A number of foreign journalists, 
brought in by the communists to witness 
their successfiil counterattack, were injured 
in the fighting along the highway. 

By the end of November, unable to sup¬ 
ply their armor, the communists pulled out 
of Torkham and returned to Jalalabad. Dur¬ 
ing this operation, 11 MILAN rounds were 
fired and yielded 10 destroyed tanks. This 
represents tremendous accuracy by any¬ 
one’s standards. The regime took pains to 
evacuate knocked-out tanks hit by the 
MILAN even though at other times in the 
war knocked-out tanks tended not to be 
evacuated, but rather rendered inoperable 
and abandoned (hence the large number of 
gutted vehicles that litter Afghanistan and 
provide places for journalists to have their 
picture taken). 

But not all the knocked-out tanks were 
hauled back. British cameraman (and for¬ 
mer paratrooper) Peter Jouvenal inspected 
one. 4 ‘It had been hit low on the hull, knock¬ 
ing it out but leaving the gun intact. After it 
was abandoned, the muj traversed the gun 
around and fired off the remaining ammuni¬ 
tion at the government forces.” 

The battle for eastern Afghanistan is not the 
only place where the MILAN has been used. 
While the flat terrain and good tank territory 
near Kandahar make it a logical area for 
MILAN employment, they did not arrive there 
until October 1988. The first to arrive were 
one team each from Hezb-i-Islami (Khalis) 
and one from the National Islamic Front of 
Afghanistan. The Hezb-i-Islami (Khalis) 
MILAN team had previously been used 
around Spin Boldak and Ganjisoh, near the 
border with Pakistan. There were also reports 
at the same time that mullah Nakib Akhund, 
the foremost Jamiat-i-Islami commander 
around Kandahar, also received at least one 
launcher at the same time. 

MILANs have started to spread to the 
west of Afghanistan, and Jamiat-i-Islami 
resistance forces around Shindand were 
anticipating their first MILAN deliveries in 
autumn 1988, the first crew having com¬ 
pleted training. But political and geo¬ 
graphical limitations in MILAN distribution 


are still a problem, and by autumn 1988 no 
MILANs were reported in action north of 
the Hindu Kush, even though they could be 
most useful in trying to close the vital 
Salang Pass highway between Kabul and 
the Soviet Union or in the flat areas north of 
the mountains. 

As long as fighting continues in Afghani¬ 
stan, delivery of more MILANs is impor¬ 
tant. From May to October seven provincial 
capitals were taken by the Afghan resist¬ 
ance, but other cities, those that are vulner¬ 
able to tank attack (such as Qalat, the capital 
of Zabul Province) had to be abandoned. 
More MILANs would counter the ability of 
tank-led regime counterattacks in the 
months following the Soviet withdrawal. In 
addition, if the mujahideen get more and 
better MILANs it may help persuade the 
regime’s military to cut a deal with the re¬ 
sistance rather than try to rely on their 
Soviet-made hardware to attempt to prevail 
on the battlefield. As the Stinger countered 
communist aircraft, the MILAN can coun¬ 
ter their tanks. 

David Isby, renowned expert on Soviet 
tactics and weaponry , is a frequent con¬ 
tributor to SOF.Jjf 

H&KP7K3 

Continued from page 69 

Pin Grabber. Manufactured by Kaswer Cus¬ 
tom, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 13 Surrey Drive, 
Brookfield Center, CT 06805; phone 203- 
775-0564), this ammunition, produced also 
in calibers .45 ACP and 9mm Parabellum, 
was originally designed for competition 
shooting at bowling pins. It obviously has 
more serious applications. Velocity of this 
round varied from 775-850 fps, but the 
penetration was a consistent 15 inches, 
although the expansion was only up to .41 
caliber. Even though we would like to see a 
little more expansion and still maintain this 
penetration depth, this is almost what we’re 
looking for and, at this time, Pin Grabbers™ 
are the only .380 ACP ammunition SOF can 
recommend. 

In conclusion,, if I have to step outside 
with a .380 ACP pocket pistol, it would be 
the Heckler & Koch P7K3 stuffed with Pin 
Grabbers ™ . No other pocket pistol surpas¬ 
ses the P7K3’s many attributes: reliability, 
three-caliber potential, ability to feed any 
bullet configuration, accuracy potential, 
human engineering and first-shot hit prob¬ 
ability. It is truly the Mercedes Benz of 
pocket pistols. But, power plants of such 
high quality are never cheap. Complete with 
two magazines, barrel wrench and alternate 
rear sights and left grip-panel, the suggested 
retail price is $881 with a limited five-year 
warranty. The .22 LR conversion kit which 
contains a barrel, slide, two magazines and 
a reamer will set you back $428. The .32 
ACP kit, with a barrel and two magazines, 
is priced at $183.89. For further informa¬ 
tion contact Heckler & Koch, Inc. (Dept. 
SOF, 21480 Pacific Boulevard, Sterling, 
VA 22170; phone 703-450-1900). ^ 
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Guns of the 21st Century 

Calico 9mm50/100rd. Pistol & Carbine 


The M*900 carbine and M • 950 pistol offer unique advan¬ 
tages in capacity, weight and superior handling 
characteristics not found in any other weapon. These ad¬ 
vantages are part of the Helical Feed system, the greatest 
improvement in fire arm design in decades. You have the 
option of using the 50 or 100 round magazine. Even with 
its 100 round magazine it’s lighter than an UZI or H&K 
and retails for substantially less. The Helical Feed system, 
which allows a minimum profile and supply logistics ad¬ 
vantages, can be loaded and stored without spring 
fatigue. The combination of 50 or 100 round capacity and 
superior hit probability make the M*950 pistol and M*900 
carbine the most advanced small arms in the world. 



AI *900 Accessories 

• Loader 9mm 

• 100 Round Magazine 
50 Round Magazine 
Brass Catcher 
Scope Mount 

Fbrward Laser Mount-Carbine 
Compensator-Large 
Compensator-Small 



22 Caliber lOOrd. Pistol and Carbine 



The Calico M • 105 sporter, M • 110 pistol and M • 100 car¬ 
bine all feature a light weight alloy frame and a ‘ ‘helical 
feed” 100 round capacity magazine, constructed from 
high impact fiber reinforced thermoplastic, that can be 
loaded and stored without spring fatigue. Plus an am¬ 
bidextrous safety, flash suppressor/muzzle brake and 
quick adjustable sights. The pistol and carbines field strip 
and are reassembled in a few seconds. Calico firearms are 
manufactured to exacting standards of quality and their 
rugged simplicity assures functioning in good as well as 
adverse conditions. For more information and price list 
contact: Calico 405 East 19th Street, Bakersfield, Califor¬ 
nia 93305 


22 Caliber Accessories 

• Single and Double Magazine Pouches 

• Folding Bipod with Mini Flashlight Holder 

• Scope Mount 

• Small and Large Black Nylon Carrying Cases 

• Black Nylon Holsters for M •110 Pistol and M • 100 Carbine 

• Spare 100 Round Magazines Gear and Black 

• Solid Wood Buttstock and Fbrend 
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DEMON 


#1 SELLER 


HUNDERBOLT II 


Compound crossbows are celebrated, top-performers and are 
legendary for their added power capabilities. Now Barnett, the 
world’s leading crossbow manufacturer, offers three commanding, 
compound crossbows - the XT-2 Compound, the Demon, and 
the Thunderbolt II. Each delivers the matchless combination 
of a unique design, attractive price, power and incredible speed 


WST-NEW The striking XT-2 Compound has a unique high-tech 
design and is flexible to meet your needs through extended 
stock capabilities and adjustable rear and front sight pins. It 
also has a specially designed grip and stock for optimum comfort 
and maximum performance... Barnett’s affordable, XT-2 is simply 
the fastest compound crossbow in its price class. 


available. Barnett’s Demon is also light, quiet and available at 
an attractive price. 

FASTEST... NEW! The explosive. Thunderbolt ll is ltower/til and 
has one of the smoothest trigger pulls available. An extended 
trigger mechanism also allows it to retain a longer power stroke 
reducing the overall length for balance, control and maximum 
maneuverability. Now, take a closer look at Barnett's completely 
new version of the original favorite...the 'Humderboft 11 will 
spark excitement in every hunter • as it’s easily the fastest 
production, compound crossbow in the world * It sets 

the standard. ‘Based on available specifications. 


FASTER The world's best-selling compound crossbow, the Demon, 
is power-packed for maximum performance and accuracy. The 
sharp modern crossbow features an improved prod and is 
now available in a 150 lb. draw weight...making it one of the 
fastest smoothest, and most powerful compound crossbows 
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WRITE OR CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE, COLOR CATALOG FEATURING 
BARNETT'S EXCITING PRODUCTS- 



















